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PBEFAOE. 


To bear witness by praetioe, as well as by profession, to 
righteousuess and true holiness, as necchsary IVuits of faith 
in our Lord and Havioiir, is one of the great duti(»s of the 
Christian Church, 'fhis iinportaut truth, (uir religious Society 
has, from an early period of its history, eaniesily ondt^avourod 
to uphold; cvideiioe of which A\iil be found in the ensuing 
pages, consisting of statements of Cliristian doctrine and 
coiuisel, as well as of regulations for the niaintenanco of good 
order, adopted from time to time hy the Yearly Meeting, as 
the representative body of tlie Society. 

From the year 1672, down to 17B1, the Minutes of the 
Yearly Meeting, in relation to these subjects, were j^rcsorved 
and circulated in manuscript — each Monthly or Quarterly 
Meeting being expected to make provisioii for the supply of 
copies for the use of its own members. In the year 1781, the 
Meeting for Sufferings, hy direction of the Yearly Meeting, 
prepared a digest of the regulations and advices insued up 
to that period. This was afterwards carefully revised, and 
** compared with the original records,** by a large committee 
appointed by the Y'early Meeting to unite with the Meeting 
fbr Sofferings iii the service ; and, having been submitted to 
Yearly Meeting of 1782, and approved by that Meeting, 
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wm publisbed in 1788, ui^er the title of “ Extracts from the 
Minutes and Advices of the Yearly Meeting'of Fri^ids held 
in London from its first institution.’* 

This volume had been in circulation about’ eighteen years, 
when the Yearly Meeting recommended the Quarterly 
Moeti ng,H to send representatives to London to join the 
Meeting for Butferings in revising the whole, and pre- 
paring a new edition. In proceeding with this work, “ it 
was found expedient to omit several advices which stood 
in the First Ihlitioii ; chieily because there were others 
under the huuk^ head of e<|ual or superior pertinency, or 
because, in a few instances, it seemed eligible to exchange 
them for otliers issued since tiie printing of^tho Book of 
Extracts ; and there was a considerable abridgment of some 
of those whi»‘h renmined.” Some change was also made 
in the general arrangennmt of the contents. The volume, 
tlnis revised, was adopted by the Yearly Meeting of 1801, 
and puhlishetl in 1802. 

A Third and enlarged Edition, after ’undergoing a similar 
course revisitni, was issued, by direction of tlie Yearly 

Mooting, in the year 1881, under the title of “ Buies of 
Discipline of tlio Religious Society of Friends, with Advices, 
being Extracts from the Minutes and Epistles of their Yearly 
Meeting held in London, from its first institution*” A 
Suppiemont to this volume appeared in 1841), 

In 1860, another edition appeared necessary, the prepara- 
tion of which was, as on previous occasions, referred by the 
Yearly Meeting of that year to the Meeting for Sufteiings, in 
conjunction with representatives from the several Quarterly 
or General Meetings. The results of the care and parent 
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attention* bestowed upon this imjyrtant service were pi^e- 
sented tJ^ the Yearly Meeting of 1802, and, with a lew 
^alterations, were ag^*eed to, and formed the Fourth Bdition. 

Twent 3 *-two years having elapsed since the Fourth Edition 
of this work was issued, during ^vhich changes had been 
made in some of our disciplinary arrangeiuCnts, andA^arious 
advices had been issued from tim«> to time by the Yearly 
Meeting on important subjects, it was concluded in 1882 
to issue a new edition. The care of preparing this was 
entrusted to a Conference consisting of a certain number 
of Friends, some appointed hy the !M coting ft>r Bufferings, 
and others by the several Quarterly "Meetings throughout the 
Yearly Mooting. 

The result of their dcdiberatioiis having been submitted 
to the Yearly Meeting, the whole, with such modifications as 
have been thought advisable, is now presenl<Ml, as embodying 
the Christian Doctrine, Practice, and arrangenieutH as to 
Church Oovernnieiit of our religious Society. 

As on each of the former occasions, (unissions luivc been 
made, and new matter has been added. The threefold 
division of the Book adopted in the last edition ha.s bceii 
adliered to; but some modifications, for the sake of greater 
clearness, have been made in the divi.sion and arrangement 
of the chapters and subordinate headings. 

The variety and excellence of the matter thus offered to 
the reader invite an attentive and serious perusal. There will 
be found instruction for the inexperienced, as well as that 
wbieh may confirm the fuith of the more advanced Christian. 
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Xhe iBqnirer after trutliyciay here see that the maintenance 
of Chrintian discipline is altogether compattblo witH the just 
claims of Christian liberty; and that, without the intqyven^ 
tion of a human priesthoo^and withtait any provision either 
for the api^ointinent or for the payment of a' stated* ministry, 
the regular. pcrf<»rmance of public worsliip and th5 free 
oxerci^ of spiritual gifts may be secured in a manner which 
long experience has pr<msl to be in harmony with the 
a|>ostolie injunction, *^Let all things ho done decently and 
in order.’"’ 

To the inonibers of our own S>>ciety we commend the 
ensuing pages, in the earnest desire that the blessing of 
tlu> Lord may rest upon tlicir puhli<»fition. * May it ever 
be homo in mind that rules, however widely devised or 
carefully digested, il acted on witli a mere rigid adherence 
to the letter, will tend only to foruialisia. It is a marked 
feature of this volume, that, whilst exhibiting the fi>rm of 
our discipline, it hears abundant testimony to the Bpmt in 
which it should be conducted— -to tliat \\isd()m, patience, 
forbearance, and love, uhich ought ever to prevail in the 
hearts of tiujsc engaged in its administration. 


1883. 



NOTICE TO THE KEADEir 


In this compilation are iueluded documenls of various 
dates. The figures appended to the extracts indicate the 
respective years in which they were issued. Where two 
or more dates are appended to one paragi^aph, it is intended 
to show either that some change has been made in the 
original at the time of the second or other later date, or 
that tw'o or more paragraphs, issued at different times, 
have been combined. The letters P.K. added to the date 
denote that the paragraph was taken from a printed epistle 
of Uie Yearly Meeting; whilst all paragraphs to which 
these letters are not affixed were taken either from special 
addresses, or from minutes issued by that Meeting. 
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CHRISJ'IAN DOCTllINi;. 



Two vcnturieH have pass&I away since this Yearly Meetiny first 
assembled ui London as a representative meeiimj of our reliyious 
Societif, Year hy year^ in the yoodness of our Heavenly Father, 
it has In i n ‘ held from that period in unlrolcen succession. The 
mimes <f Foa\ Penn, Barclay, Deivshury, and Whitehead, of 
Thipmas Sloi'y, the Fotheryills, and Woohnan — to ramiiion no others 
— appear in its proceedinys : besides those of many, beloved and 
honoured, at a later day., with whom it has been our privilcyc to 
worship and (<) labour, “ The memory of ihe just is hhssedf hut 
thnr 7nost preevms memoritd is their united, testimony to Jesus. 
Jle is, from aye to aye, the rest and the sanctuary of the <f 

GiuL Bt loved Friends, the Christian's is a hiyli and heavenly 
calliwj, and yreat are his responsibilities. 2'he Gospel, with its 
lutUoiVid resif'aints, privilcyes and consolations, is applicahle alile 
to every class and position. May all “ watch unto prayerf and 
stek with holy consistency, in their varied duties and circumstances, 
to wall' worthy if sneh a vocation. Let it be our Joy to Inow our 
interest and our abUliny to he in Christ. P. E. 

All of yott” (in the words of Gccrye Fox's last epistle, written 
three days before his death) ''^live and wall- in Christ Jesus; so 
that nothiny may be b( tween you and God but Christ, in whom 
ye have salvation, life, rest and peace with God.^* 
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TUOM AN KriKILK ADDKK.sSEl) 15V (iKulKiH 1‘OX AM) UTHEKS 
TU Mill: UOVKRNOR OF RAKBAIK>KS, 1C71. 

(Fiv-ni the Fii^i Kiiition ‘>1 Fox's Jonnial. pubiFhed ia 

)ip. ijriK-Gu.) 

Wk do own and beliovc in (jud, the only wist*, oTnni|K)teDl , 
and everlasting God, who is the {'reator of all things hotli 
in heaven and in the earth, and tin; HreservtT of all that 
He hath made; who is God over all, hh,;ss<.*d for ever; to 
whom be all honour and glory, dominion, praise and thanks- 
giving, both now and for evermore ! And we do own and 
believe in Jesus Christ liis beloved and only b(‘gotten >Soi], 
in whom He is well ]»leased; wdio was eoneeived by tlie 
Holy Ghost an<l liom < 4 ' the Virgin Mary ; in wdiom we have 
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins; 
wdio is the express image of the invisible (rod, the first-bom 
of every creature, by whom were all things created that 
arc in hetaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
.whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
|X)wers ; all things were created by Him. And we do own 
and believe that He was made a sacrifice for sin, who knew 
no sin, neither was guile found in his mout h ; and that He 
was crucified for us in the tlesli, without the gates of 
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Jetusalem; and that He was buried, and rose again the 
third day^ by the power of his Father, for our justification ; 
and we do belipve thgt He^ ascended up into heaven, and 
now sittetb at the right haiid of God. This Jesus, who was 
the foundation of the holy prophets and apostles, is our 
foundation ; and we do believe that there is no other foun- 
dation \o be lai(f but that which is laid, even Christ Jesus ; 
who, we. believe, tasted death for every man, and shed his 
bldod for all men, and is the propitiation for our sins, and 
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world : 
according as John the Baptist testified of Him, when he said, 
“ Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of 
the world John i. 29). We believe that He alone is our 
Kedeoiher and Saviour, even the Caji^tam of our salvation 
(who skives us from sin, as well as from hell and the wrath 
to com^^, ai\d destroys the devil and his works) ; who is the 
Seed of the won\an that, bruises the serpent’s head, to wit, 
Christ Jesus, the Alpha and Omega, tire First and the Last. 
That He is (as the Scriptures of truth say of Him) our 
wisdom and righteousness, justification and redemption ; 
neither is there salvation in any other, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we may be 
saved. It is He alone w'ho is the Shepherd and Bishop of 
our souls ; He it is who is our Prophet, whom Moses long 
since testified of, saying, Prophet shall the Lord your 
God raise up unto yciu of jotMrJarethren, like unto me ; Him 
shall ye hear in all things whataoever He shall say unto you : 
and it shall come to pass, that ev€ry soul that will not hear 
that PropheSt shall: be destroyed ^bm among the people” 
(Acts iin 22^ 23). He it is that is nnwrfcome, and hath given 
us an iinderstandingj Jliat We tnay );now Him tliat is true.” 
And He rulet in our hbarts his law of love and of life, 
and makes m free from the*laW„*of sin and death. And we 
bane no life but by Him ; for He^ is the quickening Spirit, 
the second Ada^, the Lord from heaven, w|iose blood we 
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are cleansed, and our consciences sprinkled from dead works 
to serve the livin|^ God. And Me is our ^lediator, that 
makes peace and re( 4 onciliation between Goil offended End 
us offending ; He being the Oath of God, the new Covetiaiit 
©flight, life, grace, and peace, the Author and Finisher of 
our faith. Now this Lord Jesus Christ, the heavenly man, 
the Emmanuel, God with us, we all own atnf believe ifl ; Him 
whom the high-priest raged against, and said He had sj)oken 
blasphemy ; whom the priests and the elders of the Jews 
took counsel together against, and put to d(‘ath^ the same 
whom Judas betrayed for thirty pieces of silver, which the 
priests gave him as a reward for Ms treason,* who also gave 
large money to the soldiers to broach an horrible lie — ntunely, 
that his disci}>les catjie and stole Him away by nigUt whilst 
they sh?pt. And after He was risen from the dead, the 
liistory of the Acts of the Aj>ost}es sets forth how the chief 
priests and elders persecuted the disciples of this Jesus for 
preaching Christ and his resurrection. This, we say, is that 
Lord Jesus Christ, whom we own to be our life and salvation. 

And as concerning the Holy Heriptures, we do believe 
that they were given forth by the Hedy Spirit of GikI, 
through the holy men of God, who (as the Scripture itself 
declares, 2 Peter i. 21) “spake as they were mo^ed by the 
Holy Ghost.’’ We believe they are te be read, believed, 
and fulfilled (he that fulfils them is Christ) ; and they are 
“ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, lor correction, and for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man God^. may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works*’ (2 Tim. 
iii. 16, 17) ; and are able ' to make wise “ iWito salvation, 
through faith in Christ Jesus.^ We eali the Ho^ Scriptures 
— as Christ and the apostleil called j^hem, and holy^^men of 
God called them — ^the wor^ of Ckdf. 

We do deelare,^ that esteem it a duty incumbent on 

us to pray with smd teach, instruct and admonish, 

those in " belonging ho our familie#; this being a 
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command of the Lord, the disobedience whereftnto will provoke 
the Lord’/ disjdeasure. Now Negroes ^nd Indians make 
up *a very great part, of t^ie families in this island, for 
whom an account will be Required by Hii^ who comes to 
judge both quick and dead, at the great day of judgi^ent, 
when every one shall be, rewarded according to the deeds 
done in the body, whether they be good or whether they 
be evil, — at that day, I say, of the resurrection both of the 
good and of the bad, of the just and the unjust, ‘‘ when the 
Ijord Jesus sluill be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not the Gospel of our T^ord Jesus Christ : 
who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the *]x)rd, and from the glory of his power ; 
when He shall come to be glorified in his saints, and 
admired in all them that believe in that day.” (2 Thess. i. 
7 — 10. Sec also 2 Peter iii. 3, etc.) 

FROM A PECLARATION OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OIVEN FORTH 
ON BEHALF OF THE SOCIETY, 1693. 

We sincerely profess faith in God by his only begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, as being our Light and IJfe, our only way to 
the Father, and also our ohly Mediator and Advocate with 
the Father. 

That God created all things. He made the worlds by his 
Son Jesus Christ, He being that j)owerful and living, Word 
of God, by whom all things were made. . And that "the 
Father, the Word, tmd the Holy Spirit are <fne, in divine 
being insepurable ; one true, living, and eternal God, blessed 
for ever. 

That this Word, or Son of God, in the fulness of time, 
beoame perfect man acconling to the flesh, descended and 
came of the seed of Abraham and David ; but was miracu- 
lously conceived by the Ho^ Gho^, and bom of the Virgin 
Mary; and declared powerfully to be the Son of God, 
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according to the*spirit of sanctification, by the resurrection 
irom the dead. 

lliat in tlie Word ^or Son of God)^was life, and the same 
life was the light of men ; and t4iat He wjis th^jb true light 
whicjli enlightens every imm coming into the world ; and 
therefore that men are to believe in the light, that they may 
become the children of the light. 

That as man, Christ died for our sins, rose again, and was 
received up into glory in the heavens. He liaving been, 
in his dying for all, that one great universal offering and 
sacrifice for peace, atonement, and reconciliation between 
Ood and man; and He is the propitiation not for our sins 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 

That Jesus Christy who sitteth at the riglit liand of the 
throne of the 3Injesty in the heavens, is yet our King, High 
Priest, and Prophet in his ('hureh, a Minister of the sanctuary, 
and of the true tabernacle wh^ch the Ix>rd pitched, and not 
man. He is the Intercessor and Advocate with the Father 
in heaven, there appearing in the presence of God for us, 
being touched with the feeling of our infirmities, sufferings, 
and sorrows. And also by his Sjarit in our hearts, He 
maketh intercession according to the will of God, crying, 
Abba, Father. 

That the Gos|>el of the grace of God should be preached 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost^ being one in power, wisdom, and goodness; and 
indivisible (or not to be divided) in the great work of man^s 
salvation* ^ ^ 

We sincerely ooi^ess and believe in Jesus Christ, both Jis 
He is true God and perfect man, an4 that He is the author 
of our living faith in the power and goodn^s of God, as 
manifested in his Son Jesus Christ, and by his own blessed 
Spirit (or divine unction) revealed in us, whereby we inwardly 
feel and taste cf bis goodness,, life, and virtue; so as our 
souls live and prosper by and in Him : and the inward sense 
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of this divine jwwer of Christ, and faith in the same, and the 
inward experience, are absolutely necessary to make a true, 
sincere and perfect Christian in spirit ai^d life. 

That divipe honour and worship are due to the Son of God ; 
and that He is, in true faith, to be prayed unto, and^ the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ called uj)on (as the primitive 
Christirfiis did), because of the glorious union or oneness of 
the Father and the Son, and that we cannot acceptably offer 
up prayers and praises to God, nor receive a gracious answer 
or blessing from God, but in and through his dear Son. 

Tliat Christ's body that was crucified was not the Godliead, 
yet by the j,)ower of God was raised from the dead ; and that 
the same Christ that was therein crucified, ascended into 
heafen and glory, is not questioned by^ us. His flesh saw 
no c«>mipt-ion, it did not corrupt ; but yet doubt Icvss his body 
was changed into a more glorious and heavenly condition 
than it was in, when subject to divers suftcrings on earth ; 
but how and what manner of change it met withal after it 
was raised from the dead, so as to become sucli a glorious 
Ixxly us it is declared to be, is too wonderful for mortals to 
amceive. The Scripture is silent as to the manner tViereof, 
and we are not curious to inquire alx>ut or to dispute it ; nor 
do we esteem it necessary to make ourselves wise above 
what is written, us to the manner or condition of Christ's 
glorious body m heaven ; no more than to inquire how 
Christ appeared in divers manners or forms ; or how He 
came in among his disciples, the doors being shut ; or how 
He vanisluxl out of their sight, after He was risen. 

Couceming the resurrection of the dead, and the ^eat day 
of judgment yet to come, beyond the gravei or after deatli, 
and Christ’s coming without us, to judge the quick and the 
dead j what the Holy Scriptures plainly declare and testify 
in these matters, we have been always ready to embrace. 

L We sincerely believe not only a resurrection in Christ 
from the Mim sinful state here, but a rising md ascending 
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into glory witb Him hereafter that when He at Ust 
appears, we may appear with Him in glory. (Col. iii. 4; 

1 Joltin iii. 2.) But that all the wicked who live in rebellion 

* . • 

against the light of grace, and die finally impenitent, shall 
come forth to the resurrection of condemnation. And that 
the soul or spirit of every mim atid woman shall be 
reserved in its own distinct and proper being, andi every 
seed (yea, every soul) shall have its proper lK>dy, as Grod 
is pleased to give it. (1 Cor. \v.) A natural lx)dy is .sown, 
a spiritual Ixnly is raiMnl ; that being first which* is natural, 
and afterward that which is spiritual. And though it is 
said, “this corruptihlt* simll put on ineorruption, and this 
mortal shall put on iininortality ; the change shall be such 
as [will accord with the declaration] “Flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, neither doth cor- 
ruption inherit ineorruption'’ (1 Oor. xv. oO). We shall 
be raised out of all corruiptioii and corruptibility, out of all 
mortality; and the children of God and of the rosurnjction 
shall be equal to the angels of God in heaven. As the 
celestial IxKlies do far ex<*t‘l terrestrial, so we expect our 
spiritual bodies in the r(*surrection shall far excel what our 
bodies now are, Howbeit we esteem it very unnecessary to 
dispute or question how tlie deati are raised, or with what 
body they come ; but rather submit that to the wisdom and 
pleasure of Almighty (iod. " 

2. For the doctrine of etenial judgment, God hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto his Son Jesus Christ ; and He is 
Judge both of quick and dead, and of the st^ates and ends of 
all mankind. (John v. 22, 27 ; Acts x. 42 ; 2 Tim. iv. 1 ; 
1 Peter iv, J.) 

That there shall be hereafter a great harvest, which is the 
end of the world, a great day of judgment, the Holy Scrii)- 
ture is clear. (Alatt, x. 15, xiii. 39 — 41 ; Jude 6.) “When 
the Son of IVIan shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with Him, then shall He sit u|K>n the throne of his 
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glory ; and before Him shall be gathered sAl nations,” etc. 
(Matt. XXV. 31, 32 to the end; compared with Luke ix. 26 
andh 1 Cor. xv. 52; 1 yhess. iv. 16, and 2 Thess. i. 7, 8 to 
the end ; Rev. xx. 12 — 15.)* 

FROM THE GENERAL EPISTLE, 1736. 

In order that, as we have received Christ, so we may walk 
in Him in all holiness and godliness of conversation, we 
eiimestly exliort that ye hold fast the profession of the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ without wavering ; both in respect 
to his outward coming in the flesh, his sufferings, death, 
resurrection, ascension, mediation and intercession at the 
right hand of the Father ; and to the inward manifestation 
of his grace and Holy Spirit in our hearts, powerfully 
working in the soul of man to the subduing of every evil 
affection and lust, and to the purifying of our consciences 
from dead works to serve the living God ; and that tiirough 
the virtue and efficacy of this most holy faith, ye may become 
strong in the Lord and in the powder of his might. 

nECLARATORY MINUTE OF THE YEARLY MEETING, 1829. 

We feel ourselves called upon, at this time, to avow onr 
belief in the inspiration and divine authority of the Old and 
New Testament. 

W^e further believe that the promise -made ^er the trans- 
gression of our first parents, in the consequence of whose fall 
all the iX)8terity of Adam are involved, that the seed of the 
woman shall bruise the head of the serpent ; and the declara- 
tion unto Abraham, Im thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blmed,” had a direct reference to the coming in 
the fiesh of the Lord Jesus Christ. To Him also did the 
prophet Isaiah bear testimony when he declar^ Unto ns 
a cUM is b(»n,"'tinto us'a son is given : and the government 
shall be upon bis shoulder : and his name ^all be called 
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Wonderful, Coutisellor, the mighty God, the everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his govem- 
ment and peace ^eji'e shall be no ^end.'' And ^ain, *1110 
same pro 2 )het spoke of Him when he said, Sur<?ly He hath 
lK>nie our gidefs, and earned our sorrows : yet we did esteem 
Him stricken, smitten of God, and afHictod but He was 
wounded for our transgressicuis, He was* bruised €or our 
iniquities; the chastisenicnt of our peace was u|X)n Him; 
and with his stripes w'e are healed.’' The same blessed 
Eedeemer is eiupliatically denominated by the prophet 
Jeremiah The TiOnn on? Kuhiteoesness.'’ 

At that period, and in that miraculous manner, which God 
in his perfect wisdom saw fit, the }jroriiisi*d IMessiah ayipeared 
personally upon (iurth, when Me took not on Him tlie 
nature of angels; but He t<K)k on Him tlie seed of Abraham/* 
He “ was in all j)oints tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin,” Having finished the work which was given Him to 
do. He gave Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God. He tasted death for every man. He is the jiro- 
pitiation for our sins : and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world.” “Wc have redemjition through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” He passed into the 
heavens ; and being the brightness of the glory of (iod, 

and the express image of his person, and upholding all 
things by the word of his j)o\yer, when He had by Himself 
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high ; ” and ever liveth to make intercession for us.” 

It is by the Lord Jesus Christ that the world will be 
judged in righteousness. He is the mediator of the new 
covenant ; ” — “ the image of the invisible God, the first-lwm 
of every creature : for by Him were all things created that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers : all things were created by Him, and for Him : and 
He is before aU things, and by Him all things consist/' In 
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Kim dwelletb all the fulness of the GodhesKi bodily : ” and 
to Him did the hivangelist bear testimony when he said, 
‘‘Imthe iDeginning was ^ the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and tl\e Word was God. The same was in the begin- 
ning with God. All things were made by Him ; and without 
Him was not* anything made that was made. In Him was 
life; ami the lifeVas the light of men.” He “ was the true 
light, which liglitcth every man that cometh into the world,” 

Our blessed rx)nl Himself spoke of his perpetual dominion 
and |X)wer m his (liureh, when He said, “ My sheep hear 
my voice, and 1 know them, and they follow' me ; and I 
give unto them eternal life;” and when, describing the 
spiritual food which He bestow'eth on the true believers, He 
declared, I urn the bread of life : he that cometh to me 
shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst.” He spoke also of his saving grace, bestowed on those 
w’ho come in fait h unto Him, when He said, ‘‘ Whosoever 
drinketh of the water that 1 shall give him shall never thirst ; 
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of 
water, si>ringing up into everlasting life.” 

Our religious Society, from its earliest establishment to 
the present day. has received these most imix)rtant doctrines 
of Holy Scripture in their plain and obvious acceptation; 
and it is the earnest desire of this I\Ieeting that all who 
profess our name may so live and so walk before God as 
that they may kiiovr the.se sacred truths to be blessed to 
them individually. We desire that, as the mere profession 
of sound Christian doctrine will not avail to the salvation of 
the soul, ail may attain to a living effieacioisa faith, which 
through the |io\ver of the Holy Ghost bringeth forth fruit 
unto holiness; the end whereof is everlasting life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, “ Blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever,” 
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FROM THE GENERAL EPISTLE, 183G. 

Often as our religious Boc*iety lias declared itS belie/ in 
the divine iuithority of the Holy ^eriptur**s, and upheld 
the sacred volume as the only divinely authorized record 
of tlie doctrines of true religion, we believe it right at 
this time tt« re\ive some iniy>ortant dcflanutioiis S^*ripture 
itself on tiu‘ subject. It is expressly dechirtMl liy the ajxistle 
Peter, that “th(‘ [)roj)hecy canio not in f>ld time by the will 
of man : hut holy men of God spake as they ‘Were moved 
by the Holy (rhost.*' The ajHistle Jolm declares respecting 
the gospel which he wrote, ‘‘These are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of ; 
and that believing ye might have life through his name/’ 
Very pertinent and comprehensive is the language whieh 
the ajHistle Paul addressed to Timothy: “From a child 
thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, whi<*h are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation through fakl» whieh is in 
Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given l>y inspiration of (iod, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: that the man of God maybe 
perfect, througlily furnished unto all good works.” Again, 
the ajx)stle says, Whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, tlmt we through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” P'inally, 
our blessed I^)rd, in reference to tho-^e di\ine writings of 
whieh the grand object, in accordance with Ids own decla- 
ration, wm to testify of Himself, emphatically declares “ the 
Scripture cannot be broken/’ 

Although most of these passages relate to the Old Tes- 
tament, our Society has always freely acknowledged that 
the principles developed in them are equally applicable to 
the writings of the Evangelista and Apostles. In conformity 
with these principles it has ever been, and still is, the belief 
of the Society of Friends, that the Holy Scriptures of the 
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Old and New Testament were given by inspiration of God : 
that there can be no ai)peal from them to any other authority 
whatsoever: : that they are able to make fts wise unto salva- 
tion through faith wlfioh is in Christ Jesus; being the 
apt)ointed means of making known to us the blessed truths 
of Christianity : that Jtliey are the only divinely authonzed 
record pf the dc^^trines which we are bound as Christians 
to believe, and of the moral principles which are to regulate 
our actions : that no doctrine which is not contained in 
them can he recpiired of any one to be believed as an 
article of faith : that whatsoever any man says or does 
which is contrary to the Scriptures, though under profession 
of the immediate guidance of the Spirit, must be reckoned 
and accounted a mere delusion. 

We trust, however, that none of our members will content 
themselves with merely entertaining a sound view on this 
subject ; but that they will remember that the Holy Scrip- 
tures are given to us that they may be diligently used, and 
that we may obtain a right understanding of them in the 
fear of the I^ord. Let us never forget that their main 
purpose is, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, to bring 
us to our Lord Jesus Christ ; that by a living oi)erative 
faith in Him, we may obtain reconciliation with the Father, 
and be made partakers of everlasting life. 


FROM THE GENERAL EPISTLE, 18o2. 

WTierefore, beloved brethren, let it be the frequent engage- 
ment of our souls, in deep reverence and humility, to ‘‘ con- 
sider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus.** The promised Messiah, He to whom all preceding 
dispensations had iK>inted, and in whom they were ended and 
fulfllied^ He who was with God, and was God, the Word who 
hath declared to man Him that is invisible, even He was 
made fiesh, and dwelt amongst men. Though He was rich^ 
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yet for our sakes^He became poor : veiling, in the form of a 
servant, the brightness of his glory, that, through Him, the 
kindjaess and love tof God toward man might apj^^ear, in a 
manner every way suited to our wantf^ and tin it o capacities. 
His righteous preee})ts were illustrated and oonfirtlied by his 
own holy example. He went alxuit doing good ; for u.s He 
endured son'ow, Imnger, fliirst, wt*arin(*ss, pjiin ; unutt<Table 
anguish of body and of soul even unto death ; and was in 
all {>oints terniited like as w<* are, yet without sin/’ Thus 
humbling Himself that we might he exalted, He emphatically 
recognized the duties and the sufferings of humanity as 
among the means whereby, through tin.' obedience of faith, 
w’o to he diseiplined for heaven ; sanctifying tlnrm to us, 
by Himself p(‘rfonning and <‘uduring them; and, as ‘Mhe 
Forerunner," at once plainly marking out and (‘onsecrating 
for his followers the path in wliicli tliey must tread. *Hut not 
only in these blessed relations must tli(‘ lx>rd Jesus be ever 
precious to his ])eoj>le. Exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
in Him has been revealed a Redeemer at once able to sufi’er 
and alinight^Mo save; an High Priest, “touched with the 
feeling of our infinnities,” who, having made reconciliation 
for our sins by the offering up of Himself once for all, “ is 
gone into heaven,” now to appear, our Mediator and Advo- 
cate, in the presence of God. 

FItOM THE JOURNAL OF GEORGE FOX, UNDER DATE 1645. 

'(I'inst Edition, p. 4.) 

Priest Stevens asked me a question — viz., why Christ 
cried out upon the cross, “ My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” and why He said, “ If it be. jx>ssible, let 
this cup piss from me ; yet not my will, but thine be 
done ” ? And I told him : “ At that time the sins of all 
mankind were upon Him, and their iniquities and trans- 
gremons, with which He was wounded ; which He was to 
bear, and to be an offTering for them, as He was man, but 
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died not as He was God. And so in that^ He died for all 
men, and tasted death for every man, He was an offering 
for the sins of the whole world.’’ This^ I spake, being at 
that time in a measitre sensible of Clirist’s sufferings and 
what He went through. 

FROM TUE GENERAL EPISTLES, 1868, 1881. 

The Ix>rd our God is holy ” ; liis mercy enduretli for 
ever,” Tliese great truths were ])roolaimed under the old 
covenant. • But it is in the glorious Gospel that their 
harmony is clearly unfolded, and the way revealed whereby 
fallen man may be made a partaker, through faitli, of the 
righteousness of God. 

The Gos]:>el is a message of glad tidings toman as he is, in 
order that he may become what he is not. It deals, not with 
speculation, but with fact. “AD have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God.’’ Sin is iinh^ed a fearful reality. It 
is in it.s essence a revolt against trod. The Gospel is the 
recognition of the disease, and (rod's offt*r to all of the one 
remedy. “ The wrath of (itsl," of which we are so often 
impressively reminded in the New, as well as in the Old 
Testament, is, in the light of the Gospel, the active manifes- 
tation of his bolineSvS, altogether free from any approach to 
earthly passion or vindictiveness. The Father's heart still 
yearns over the lost child. “God cornmendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we w^ere yet sinners, Chri.st died 
for us.” 

The offering up of Christ iis the “ propitiation for the sins 
of the whole world ” is the apixrinted manifestation both of 
the righteousness and of the love of God. In this propitiation, 
the piMTdon of sin involves no relaxation of the law of holiness. 
He, the unchangeably Just, proclaims Himself “ the jusIMer 
of him that beUeveth in Jesus.” From age to age the 
sufferings and death of Christ have been a hidden mystery, 
and a rock offence to the nnbelief and pride of man’s 
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faUen nature ; jiiet to the humble penitent, who$e heart; is 
broken under the convicting power of the Spirit, life is 
revealed in that Aeath. As he looks upon Hinf who ^as 
wounded for our transgressions, ancf upon whom the Lord 
was pleased to lay the iniquity of us all, his eye is more and 
more opened to see, and his heart to understand, the awfulness 
of sin, for which the Saviour died; whilst? in the sense of 
pardoning grace, he may “joy in (ro<i, through our lx)rd 
Jesus Christ, by whom we hrf\e now received the atone- 
ment/' 

FROM THE (JENERAL EPISTLES, l8o4, 1881. 

It is they only who are washed, who arc sanctified, who 
are justified, in the name of the Lonl Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our (rod, who can enjoy the uns|)eakable privilege 
of membership in th(3 Lonl’s spiritual Israel. No rite, no 
outward membership in any church, can sufiBce to make ua 
children of Ahrahain. Without conversion they who have but 
a birthright amongst us may, notwithstanding all their ad-* 
vantages of training and education, grow old, still inquiring, 
like Nicodemus, “ How can these things lie ? ” To every 
member of each successive generation the answer of the 
Lord is alike ajiplicable, “ Ye must be lK)m again/^ With- 
out this essential change none can see the kingdom of 
Ood. I>et none, therefore, allow themselves to be deceived. 
The words of our l.<ord and blaster cannot be reversed,. 

Except ye be converted and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.’^ 

FROM THE GENERAL EPISTLE, 1858. 

He who loved hia Church,* and gave Himself for it, yet 
‘ lives and reigns and intercedes on its behalf. To Him John 
was commissioned to bear testimony, not only as the Lamb 
appointed for the sacrifice, but also in bis exaltation and 
gimy, as the Dispenser of the promised Spirit. The voice 

2 
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iii*the wilderness that proclaimed, ^‘Behold the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world,” ^declared also, He 
shaii baptke you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” * It 
hath pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell.” 
He is the anoint ed Priest and* King ; and all who, through 
living faith, become Christians indeed, receive an unction of 
the BjUrit from Him, the Holy One. This is “ the promise 
of the Father ” under tlie new covenant ; the seal of recon- 
ciliation to the hiiinhle believer in Jesus ; the earnest and 
the foretaste of that full communion and ]>erfectjoy which 
are reserved for them that endure unto the end. 

FKOM THE GENERAL EPISTLE, 1879. 

The lA)rd Jesus died not for a favoured few only, but 
for all. “ He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also for tlie sins of the whole world.” His 
Church must ever testify to the unsearchable riches of his 
grace. Tlie invitation is all-embracing. 'Whosoever will, 
let him take the wat(*r of life freely.” Firmly as we believe 
this truth, w’e think it right once more plainly to declare 
that we have never acknowledged any principle of spiritual 
light, life or holiness, inherent by nature in the mind or 
heart- of man. We confess, with the a^xistle, that “ we are 
by nature the <‘hildren of wrath, even as others.” It was 
under a deep impression of this great truth that George Fox 
wiites,* “ All are concluded under sin and shut up in unbelief, 
as I had been, that Jesus Christ might have the pre-eminence ; 
who enlightens, and gives grace, and faith and power.” The 
light that shines into man’s heart is not of man, and must 
ever be distinguished Ixith from the conscience which it en- 
lightens, and from the natural faculty of reason which, when 
unsnbjeeted to its holy influences, is, in the things of God, 
very foolishness. As the eye is to the body, so is consdence 


* 0€Oi:gft Ftjx’s Joamal, p. S, ed. 1694, 
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to our inner nature, the organ by which we see ; and as 
both light and life jye essential to sight in tlie natiinil eye, so 
conscience, as the inward eye, cannot^ see aright without the 
quickening and illumination of the Si>irit of God.. It is the 
capacity to receive this blessed influence which, in an especial 
manner, gives man pre-<»minenee alK)ve the beasts that perish j 
which distinguishes him, in every nation and in every ‘clime, 
as an object of the redeeming love of Goth as a being not 
only intelligent, hut resiKmsihie ; for whom the message of 
salvation through our cTUcifii‘d Kedeemer is, under all 
j>ossible circumstances, designed to be a “joyful sound/’ 

FROM THE GENERAL EPISTLE, 18o7. 

It is a distinguishing feature of tlu* work of the Holy 
Spirit, that it bears an effectual witm^ss to ('hrisl, and 
brings to tlie enjoyment of his grace in those various 
relations in wliich He lias been pleased to reveal Himself. 
Under the j>ower of lieart-searching conviction, it draws 
the believing soul, in contrition and humiliation, to the 
Saviour’s feet. Here, in the acceptance of Him, in living 
faith, as the propit ijit ion for sin, the reconciling love of 
God is shed abroad in the heart, and we are enabled to 
realize the inestimable privilege of access unto God ; not in 
our own right, or for any w'orksof righteousness t hat we have 
done, but for the sake of Christ alone. In thus witnessing 
of Christ, and establishing the soul uf)on Him, the Holy 
Spirit becomes a Comforter indeed. Through his sanctifying 
power, the righteousness of God through faith is more and 
more manifested in the life and conversation, whilst all 
boasting is excluded. The promise of the New Covenant, in 
its most predous import, is fulfilled. The law of God becomes 
more and more plainly written upon the heart, whilst a yet 
clearer and clearer view is granted of the depth of that love 
wMdii, in Christ Jesos^ pardoneth iniquity, transgression and 
dm F^'enUy do we desire that our dear Friends, every- 
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where, may press after an individual acquaintance with this 
heart-searching and heart-sanctifying knowledge of the Soh 
of^ God, * May none who are under the heavy weight of 
conviction^ stop short in that first stage of Christian ex- 
perience ; but, yielding without reserve to fhe further mani- 
festations of light £fnd truth, may they be brought, from 
step tb step, in faith and faithfulness, to the full enjoyment 
in their own souls of the covenant of life and peace. 

FROM THE GENERAL EPISTLES, 1868, 1861, 1830. 

As a Christian Church, we accept the immediate opera- 
tions of the Spirit of God upon the heart, in their inseparable 
connection with our risen and exalted Saviour. We disavow 
all professed spirituality that is divorced from faith in Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, crucified for us without the gates of 
Jerusalem. One with the Father and with the Son, the 
Holy Spirit works for the regeneration of fallen and rebellious 
man. Not merely as the Enlightener of the conscience, and 
the Reprover for sin, is the Spirit mercifully granted, but also, 
in an especial manner, totestifyof and to glorify the Saviour; 
to apply, with sanctifying efficacy to the soul, his words and 
work when ujon earth, and his mediation and intercession 
for us in heaven. Hidden and very gradual as may often be 
the work of the Si)irit, it produces a real and most eflfectual 
change ; and as obedience keeps pace with knowledge, the 
believer is privileged to receive more and more of the fulness 
which is in Christ. But let him never forget that every 
increase of light and experience, how much soever connected 
with his usefulness to others, is also for the furtherance of the 
work in his own soul. He is taught by the Spirit to look unto 
Jesus ; that, “ beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,*^ 
he may be changed into the same image horn gkwfy to 
glcary, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” To be guided by 
the Spirit is the practical application of the Christian rehgion. 
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FROM THE GENERAL EPISTLE, 1866. 

The Worship of God under the liospel consists nof in 
ceremonies or in external observanct*s. It. i»»’a simple 
service. That which was represented in the sacri* 
fices of the law was fulfilled and ended in the Lord Jesus 
Chri.'t, and iu the exercise of faith in Him the reklity is 
now to V)e enjoyed. He is the projdtiatkm for our sins/’ 
the Hig!> Priot who liath passed into the heavens, now to 
appear our Mediator and Advocate in the j>rt\<enee of God. 
We cannot doubt that the outwjinl t)bservanees ordained 
UTuier tiie foiiner <iispensation were, tlirougli faith, blessed 
to the children of God ; but even then the testimony of the 
v^pirit, from gimeration to generation, }K>inted with ever- 
increasing clearness to the eternal Subslanee ; even then, 
one prophet after another was called to prottlaim the truth 
ernliodied in the words, ‘‘Thou desir<‘st not sacrifice, else 
would 1 give it ; Thou delight est not in burnt offering. The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit ; a broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, Thou vrilt not dcsjjise.' The spiritually 
enlightened Christian cannot hut mark, witli solemn sadness, 
the fact that whilst the Divine course of discipline and pro- 
gress, through the law and the prop!i4*ts, was from the type to 
the Antitype, from the ritual to the spiritual, from the form to 
the Substance, from man to Christ ; the downward tendencies 
of the professing Church through so many successive ages, 
renewed even in the present day, have been in so lament- 
able a degree, back again from the Antitype to the type, from 
the spiritual to the ritual, from the Substance to the form, 
fD>m Christ to man. 

No worship ought now to be made dejiendent upon the 
presence of any one man or order of men ; no ser\'ice, or 
stated vocal utterance in the congregation, ought to be 
allowed to interfere with the oj>erations of the Lord’s free 
Spirit. We thankfully recognize, as a means of edification, 
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the preaching of the Gospel, and offerings hf public prayer 
or thanksgiving, under the renewed anoipting of the Holy 
Ghost ; but we dare noj make these dependent upon human 
atrangements, or exclude, by any such arrangements, the 
silent and unseen, but not unfelt ministrations of the Spirit 
of Christ, “ dividing to every man severally, as He wills.” 

FROM AN ADDIUilSS ISSUED BY THE YEARLY MEETING, 1841, 
ENTITLED “ A TESTIMONY TO THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST 
IN HIS* CHURCH.” 

It is the prerogative of Christ to call and qualify by the 
Holy Spirit his servants to minister in word and doctrine, 
and to i)reach repentance toward God, and- faith toward our 
Ijord Jesus Christ. In the earliest period of the Christian 
Church his Spirit, agreeably to ancient prophecy, was poured 
u^x>n servants and upon handmaidens ; and we believe that 
He continues to call, from the young and from the old, 
from the unlearned and from the wise, from the poor and 
from the rich, from women as well as from men, those 
whom He commissions to declare unto others the way of 
salvation. 

The serv^ants of Christ who labour in the ministry are 
to be highly esteemed for their work's sake ; and when, at 
his call, they leave their outward avocations to preach the 
Gospel, their outward wants should be cheerfully supplied, 
if needful. Yet we consider the gift of the ministry to be 
of so pure and sacred a nature, that no payment should 
be made for its exercise, and that it ought never to be 
undertaken for pecuniary remuneration. As the gift is 
free, the exercise of it ought to be free also, in accordance 
with the precept of our Lord, ‘‘Freely ye have received, 
freely give.” 

In accordance with the views already stated, we consider 
that no provision of mana arrangement ought to be resorted 
to Ibr gttalifyh^ those who fe^ themaelv^ calie(it ^ minister 
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unto others. AVe believe it to be the duty of the ministers 
of the Gospel to be diligent, in the feiir of Crod, in reading 
the Holy Scriptures ; neither do we undervalue human 
learning. But to subject any to a course of teuphing, as a 
necessary preiKiration for the ministry, is, in our apprehension, 
to interfere with that w’ork of the Holy Spirit which our 
Lord carrier forward in the hearts of those: whom He calls 
to ])reiuii his Gos]>cl unto t>thers, or to minister to the 
conditions of the people. 


FHOM THE OKNEUAL EPISTLES, 1880. 

We confess our continued conviction that all tin* cere- 
monies of the Jewish law were fulfilled and (?nded by the 
deatli of (iirist, and that no shadows in the worshij) of 
God were instituted by our I^)rd, or havt* any place in the 
Christ ian dispensation . 

The worsliip which He apjjointed is a worship for which 
He provided no ritual. It may be without words, as well 
as with them; but, wiiether in silence or in utterance, it 
‘‘must ])c ill spirit and in truth/' He is Himself the 
propitiation and the High Priest, the one Mediator between 
God and men/’ Through Him all believers have the same 
privilege of free “access by one Spirit unto the Father.” 
No man, or order of men, can wor.ship for the rest. No 
priests distinct from the congregation were api)ointed by 
Christ ; the whole comjiany of believers, redeemed by his 
blood, being themselves called, under the anointing of the 
8xurit, to be “an holy priesthood, to offer ujj spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” The word 
priest is never applied in the New Testament to the Christian 
minister as such. 

We accept every command of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in what w^e believe to be its true evangelical import, 
as absolutely conclusiTe. For obedience to his commands, 
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*^iSwear not at all,” “Love your enemiel,” many of our 
Frienda in earlier and in later times, on, both sides of the 
Atlantic, *have endured^ grievous sufferings, some even unto 
death. The question of outward ordinances is, with us, a 
question, not as to the authority of Christ, W as to his real 
meaning. Language* more explicit can scarcely be imagined 
than that referred to in the Epistle to the Hebrews, in 
which the prophet Jeremiah was inspired to ^xatray the 
distinguishing features of the New Covenant. Outward 
rites were among the special marks of the Old Covenant. 
The New Covenant was to be the opposite of this, “not 
accoi'ding to the Old.” The prophecy of Jeremiah is the 
only place in the ancient Scriptures in which the term “ a 
new covenant ” occurs. And may we not believe that in 
pronouncing the words, “This is my blood of the New 
Covenant, our Ijord Jesus Christ appropriated to Himself 
this great prophecy, and thereby proclaimed the Gospel to 
be a dispensation, not of tyj^e or symbol, but of spiritual 
reality ? He is the Lamb of God, the true Passover, whose 
“precious blood,” offered upon the cross once for all, is 
no typical, but a real, all-availing atonement, never to 
be ‘repeated. The law to be vTitten on the heart under 
this “ New Covenant ” is, in like manner, no symbol, 
but a most real experience; “the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus” making “free from the law of sin 
and death.” 

It continues to be our settled conviction that, in establish- 
ing this “New Covenant,” the Lord Jesus Christ did not 
dmgn that there should be any rite or outward observance of 
permanent obligation in his Church. His teaebiug, as in hk 
parables, or as in the command to wash one another's fe^, 
was d^en in symbols | but it ought ever to be received in 
the light of his own emphatic declaration, “ The words that I 

Imaslstoa tn Wth, vUi % and 
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Speak unto you they are spirit, and they are life.” His 
baptism is the baptism with the Holy Ghost, and with 
fire.” He is Himself **the bread life.” The eating of 
his body and the drinking of his blood is not im outward 
act. They truly partake of them wiio habitually rest upon 
the sufferings and death of their Lord as their only hope, and 
to whom the indwelling Spirit gives of the fulness ^ich is 
in Christ. It is this inwiud and spiritual partaking which 
is, as we believe, the tnie supper of the Ix)rd. The new 
<x>m!iiandment, under this “New Covenant,” is, according to 
his own teaching, that of love, — a love like his own, — “ 

I have loved you ; ” love grounded on the “ peace ” given 
by Him, .and sustained and made fruitful by a continual 
participation in his life. His presence .with his Church is 
not to be by symbol or representation, but in the real 
communication of his own Spirit. “ I will pray the Father, 
and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may 
abide with you for ever,” In the withdrawal of his bodily 
presence, this blessed Comforter remains to the Church the 
pledge of the ix>wer and continued care of its exalted King. 
He convinces of .sin ; He testifies of Jesus ; He takes of the 
things of Christ, communicating to the believer and to the 
Church, in a 'gracious abiding manifestation, the “REAL 
PRESENCE ” of the Lord, As the great Remembrancer, 
through whom the promises are fulfilled, He needs no ritual 
or priestly intervention in bringing to the experience of 
the true commemoration and communion. “Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and sup with 
him, and he with me.” 

To abide in Christ the living Vine, to continue in ids love^ 
to live loose from the world, as those whom He has chosen 
and redeemed out d the wmrld, — th^ were the injunctiems 
ei our admable Bedeemer as He weat mi to his last 
anlSmngs ; these are his oommaniki of perpetual objl^;atmn 
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to* bis Church ; and it is in the fulfilling them that Ms 
followers enjoy the true communion, — tlje fruit of his inter- 
cession, ^that they all^may be one ” 


CONCLUPINO SUMMARY AND EXHORTATION, FROM THE GEI.'ERAL 
JEPISTLES, 1871, 1876, 186L 

In meditating on the high calling of the Church of God, 
'we would again offer, in reverence and thanksgiving, the 
tribute of our unwavering allegiance to Him who is its 
glorified Head, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He 
was in the beginning with God, and was God ; by Him all 
tilings were made ; in Him the glory of the Father is 
revealed, both in creation and in redemption. He is the 
Light of the world; the Word who “was made flesh”; in 
whom “ dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”„ 
Taking \x\yoti Him the form of a servant, He lived, He 
suffered, He died ; being “ in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin.” “ He is the propitiation for our sins ” ; 
yea, “ for the sins of the whole world.” He rose from the 
dead ; and, as our great High Priest, He is passed into the 
heavens, “ now to ■ appear in the presence of God for us.” 
He led captivity captive, and “ having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost,” it is tlirough Ms mediation 
that the baptism of the Spirit is bestowed. By his Spirit, 
man in his fallen condition is quickened to a new life, and 
becomes a partaker of that faith wMch, working by love, 
accepts Christ both as Saviour and as King. To Him 
“ the Father hath given authority to execute Judgment also, 
became He Is the Son of man.” 

In this piedous feith the Church of God has lived firom 
age -to age. “ Other foundation can no man My, than that 
is liddf yfMnk is Je^ Christ” ** It pleased the Father 
thil in mm shouW all falness dwell.” ffim 

the ledeemed in aU gmierations hem derived thw light. 
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their forgiveness, and their joy. He is their peace, yrho 
hath reconciled tl^em unto God, and in whom they are 
one. Let his people never forget his words: ‘^Without 
me, ye can do nothing/’ It is only as individiysis and as 
churches are united to Him, that they become truly incor- 
porated, as members of his body, into tire living and enduring 
succession of the j3eople of God. Union wtth Him is life j 
separation from Him is death. In order to such a union we 
must accept Him as He has been pleased to reveal Himself. 
We must be subject to Him in all things ; our understandings 
must be submitted to his truth, and our wills to the yoke 
of his love. His union with his jjeople uix)n earth must, of 
necessity, be a spiritual union, and it is our prhilege to 
believe that tliis union is to be enjoyed through the immediate 
presence of his own Spirit. From age to age this Holy 
Spirit of God attests his living i>ower, still gathering in the 
sheep and the lambs to the fold of the one Shepherd. ‘‘It 
•is the Spirit that quickeneth.” He alone can suMue the 
human heart, and work either repentance, or faith, or the 
fruits of holiness. 

Beloved Friends, ye who in the riches of the leather s love 
have been partakers of the heavenly calling, may you receive 
with faith and thanksgiving, yet with a solemn sense of 
your responsibility, the words of the a|x>8tle, “ Ye have an 
unction from the Holy One.” Let the anointing which ye 
have received of Him abide in you, we entreat you ; cleansing, 
guiding, sanctifying ; causing you to grow up into Him in 
all things who is the Head. The cross-shearing follower of 
Jesus, who sits in penitential love and holy hope at his feet, 
knows most of this precious anointing. In such “ the fruit 
of the %irit ” is brought forth ; not only conviction for 
rin, repentance and faith, but love, joy, peace, the i^mse of 
patdoning merqr, an humble reliance on sanctifying grace, 
tiiia disporition of heart wMch finds fin amtfimal sati^oction 
III mrrmg, and pleasing God ; and, to erown all, the 
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blefi^ hop^ of finally resting and worslfipping with the 
general assembly and church of the firstbpm who are written 
in*heaven. Oh ! then^ that neither the hurry of active life, 
nor the pressure of even necessary duty, may withdraw any 
from that retired, watchful frame, in which the soul, thirsting 
for the living God, still breathes the fervent petition, Thy 
will be done.” 
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CHAPTEE I. 

MEETINGS FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


1, Our religious Meetings are designed to be opjx>r- 
tunities for spiritual profit and refreshment ; and Oenewil 
they will become such as they are entered uix)n in testimony, 
a spirit of earnest devotion and prayer. We recognize the 
value of silence not as an end, but as a means towards 
the attainment of the end ; a silence not of listlessness or of 
\'Reant musing, but of holy exjxjctntion before the Lord. He 
that cometh unto Crod must believe that He in what lie has 
declared himself to b<?, and that access to him can only 
he in the way of his own appointment. The veil has been 
rent for us ; the door of access has been opened once for all. 
We are invited freely to enter into the holiest by the blood 
of Jesus.'* ^^Let us draw near with a true heart in fiill 
asmirance of feith.** The Lord waiteth tlmt He may be 
giaeious. How mighty are liis silent operations, whether in 
nidsm ^ in grace t We are daily witne^es d his indnite 
pcmm, as he noiselesity works maintaining the stars in their 



CHRI8TUK PttACTICB. 




[(mp. I 


oonises, and causing the seed to germinate and spring up, 
ahd all around to be- fruitful to his praise. And shall we’ 
cease to.believe in and reverence his sifent and immediate 
vmking, by his unseen but not unfelt Spirit, upcm our minds 
and hearts ? The recognition of this is in.no degree ineon- 
Ms^t with the full acceptance of his varied operaticns in 
quickening andjjuiding the vocal services of the Church. It 
is our privilege and joy to recognize all these ; and it is our 
prayer that every talent may be more and more given up to 
his preparing and sanctifying power. Thus would there be 
a place and a time for Him to work according to his own will 
and way ; the silent waiting and the vocal offerings would 
all in sweet harmony, and God in all things would be 
glorified through Jesus Christ. 1879. P. E. 


2. As it hath been our care and practice from the beginning 
testimony for the Lord should be 
iiwonj^nt bome, and a public standard for truth and right- 
Um *' upheld in the power and Spirit of God, 

Truth.- by our open and known Meetings, so it is our 
advice and judgment that all Friends gathered in the name 
of Jesus keep up these public testimonies in their respective 
places, and do not decline, forsake, or remove their public 
assemblies, because of times of suffering; as worldly, fearful 
and politic professors have done because of informers and 
the like persecutors : for such practices are not consent 
with the noHUty of the truth, and therefore not to be owned 
in the Church of Christ. 1675. 

8. Xet every one be watchful against an earthly spirit ; for 
IWrtA chrdte the good seed, and faring forth a ' 

slighting or neglecting <rf your testanmny in your 
I Fitst-day and Week-4ay Meetings, and hrieg a 
dec^ of jcm atrengtih and feal fiw 0od and hfa tni% by 
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reason whereof you will not be able to stand in the hour .of 
temptation. 1689. P. £. 


4. Though Meetings are sometimdb held in silence, we 
tenderly beseech, all Friends not to neglect their Meeting 
attendance ; for the hungry soul will kbour for 
bread, and the thirsty for the water of life.; and 
the diligent hand will make rich in that treasure »il«nt, 
which is of an enduring sul>stan^'c. 1724. P. E. 


5, In your religious Meetings for the worsliip of God, both 
on the first and other days of the week, be diligent Diligent 
to wait on Him, whereby you may renew your waiting, 

strength, and witness Him your sufficient help; for surely 
many of us have cause thankfully to remember bis early 
visitations in the assemblie'' of his people, wliere He broke in 
ujwn our hearts with his jK>wer and love, and did, in the 
needful time, administer help, comfort and counsel ; whereby, 
in the renewings thereof, we have bi*en upheld in a faithful 
testimony and in the discharge of our duty to Hhu. 1725. 
P. E. 


6. Althoi\gh the labours of such (t« are called forth by the 
Si>irit of Christ, and instructed thereby rightly Each to. 
to divide the word of truth, are highly serviceable who2y*Sn 
in the Church ; yet t he aim and design of every Chriat. 
true gospel minister is to direct the minds of all to the 
divine teachings of the Holy Spirit, and to wait upon and 
have their whole trust and exjiectation on the Lord alone. 
And as the religious strength and communion, both of 
preachers and hearers, consist in their united dependence on 
the power and spirit of Christ, their Guide and Leader ; so 
wliere any part of that dependence is broken off ficom Him, 
the holy Head, and placed on any instrument or member of 
the Ixxfy, it hath been stmetlines experienced to become a 
Wright or burden on such inatnuneut^ and a reriimpriUment 

S 
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to xtM present ser\ice. Wherefore, brethren, we beseech you 
that in all your assemblies for the worshij^ of God your eye 
b6«single unto Him, your expectation fixed on Him alOne, 
and your .faith standing in his power and Spirit; thus 
may you grow and be established therein, and be made one 
another’s strength in the Lord. 1753. P. E. 

And let the hearers be watchful over their own si>irits, and 

^ , not forwardly judge or censure the testimonies 

Against hasty . , 

Jud^entof which may be delivered amongst them; for if 
mmistiy. Careful and diligent in attending 

upon the liord in jSIeetings, they are liable to mistake in 
the judgment they may pass on the ministry. N'ow, this 
being a matter of great moment, for the preservation of love 
and concord in the churches, and knowing the danger and 
ill consequences which attend a hasty and censorious judging 
of the ministry, w-e think it necessary to caution Friends not 
to let their own spirits sway them, but to let the Spirit of 
God rule and reign in their hearts ; for this will preserve all 
in sweetness and tenderness one towards another. 1731. 


7, We tenderly exhort such as, through fear of neglecting 
of temporal concerns, or other considerations, 

^ attendance of Meetings for 
Worship, seriously to consider that gracious 
promise left upon record : Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added unto you.” Some of us have to testify that our out- 
ward aftairs have not suffered by giving up the few hours 
set apart for religious worship; but on the ocmtxary, our 
minds have been thereby greatly strengthened to come up 
with propriety in the duties we owe to God, to oor 
and to all tnankmd* Let us call to remembrance the seal of 
oisr hmmiirahle pcedeoessors^ who, when they had great leaam 
to nsyM»et be Mtan 



l] umrinm von wqbship. 8$ 

priso&B, semi mt<> banishmeBt, or subjected to otb^ grievoiBi 
sufferings for meeting together to worship Gr^ according 
to their consciences^ yet in the stren^h of that holy foi^Jh 
and love which supported them in suffering, failed not oon^ 
stantly to keep tfp their Meetings at the hazard of all, and 
expense of many of their lives, Ubeities, and properties. 
1758. P. E. 

8. They who are obedient to the universal injunction of 
our Saviour, Watch,” are prepared for the due* Pr^paraiitm 
fulfilling of every duty; and eminently so, for 

that most essential one of worship. How many feel them* 
selves languid, when assembled for this solemn purpose, for 
want of a previous preparation of heart ! The mind, crowded 
with thoughts on outward things in approaching the place 
for public worship, and resuming them with avidity on its 
return, is not likely to fill up the interval to profit ; and 
to such, their meeting together may prove a form as empty 
as any of those out of which, we believe, Truth called our 
forefathers, and still calls us. 180Q. P. E. 

9. “ Where two or three,” saith our Lord, “ are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of daigeot 
them.” In these words He invites us to meet not 

only one with another, but, in so doing, with Himself also. 
Shall the King of kings and Lord of lords condescend to 
offd^ his Bivine presence for our good, and shall we, his 
dependent oreatures, set so light by his inestimable kindness 
as, either wilfully or negligently, to let slip those precious 
seasons wherein we might receive his blessed assistance, so 
x^eemry to our help and salvation f Shall the poor, pmsh^ 
ing gratifications of sense andself4ove, or any inconveniences 
of # Mvial ludure, be suffered to prevent our dutifiil aliitaad* 
anoe upon Him, in whom alone stamls our everhu^ing mimrest ? 
SisH a dondy sky, a little w^, a little cold, a little ease to 
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tbe fleshy a view to a little earthly gain, or any commosi 
inddent, ftimish an excuse for declining this duty, and thereby 
‘ dd|>riving ourselves of ijae blessed advantage, often vouch^ed 
to the faithful, of enjoying heavenly communion together in 
spirit with the Lord of life and glory ? 1765. P. E. 

*10.* A punctual attendance at the hour appointed for 
Punctuality worship is a matter of no small import- 

enjoined. ance. If we hurry away from our outward 
occupations to the Meeting-house, thinking that, by the 
delay of a few minutes, we shall not be long behind our 
brethren, we are in great danger of having our thoughts 
employed on that in which we have been engaged, and of 
interrupting that holy silence which, it is believed, would 
often prevail, if all the members of a Meeting were assembled 
not' only in one place, but at one time, with one and the 
same great object in view. 1821. 

11. This Meeting, regarding the attendance of all our 
Aticadance religious Meetings as important in the training 
of the young, youth in a life and conversation 

consistent with our Christian profession, thinks it right 
aff^ionately to express its concern, that Friends, on 
placing out their children in situations, may endeavour to 
make arrangements with their employers for their enjoyment 
of this privilege. 1837, 

18, Whilst we di^ire to cherish and to inculcate true 
en* Christian charity towards those &om whom we 
differ, we would afteetionately encourage dd our 
own lf«ettiigiL]|| 00 ihar 8 , in the perfonnance of the diity and , 
of public worship, to oonfiue tbemsdlves to the 
atMdsnee 0 ^ our own Housings, whmmm this Is prao*^ . 

It Is highly kapoartent that all our mmnben iho^ 
chmihh e IhnSy intersat in the oongregatioiis of wMbIi they ^ 
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tom part ; an iiiterest which has in man; cases been wedk« 
ened by the practice of attending, sometimes at one place 
wc^hip, and sometimes at another, ll^40. P. E. 1883. • 

13, This Meeting has had some weighty considerations 
brought before it in relation to the attitude of 

soul in which we should endeavour to present atUcudeof 
ourselves before the Ijord in our Meetings for Meetlagti 
Worship. It is our earnest desire that, while not ^ 
unmindful of our own great needs, we should nevertheless 
allow our hearts to be drawn into symjmthy with the wants 
of the assembled congregation ; esj)ecially recognizing it as 
a duty on these occasions to be exercised before the Lord on 
behalf of our brethren and sistors, that their needs may be 
supplied, — that the Holy Spirit may work in their hearts, — 
that the word in season may be sj^ken, — and that if that 
word be given to ourselves, we may be strengthened to 
utter it, without waiting for large openings in ministry, but 
standing ready to hand out the portion given us to distribute 
by the Great Master of our assemblies. 1883. 

14. Pure worship under the Gospel stands neither in forms 

nor in the formal disuse of forms : it may be with- ^ . . 

rur0 wonmp 

out words as well as with them, but it must be “ in uador the 
spirit and in truth.” It is not the mere outward 
gathering together, but the inward gathering of onr hearts 
unto the Lord, that makes a true Meeting for Woirship. 
This worship depends not upon numbers. Whare two or 
three are gathered in the name of Christ, there is a church, 
and Christ the living Head in the midst of thlran. In his 
name, iheri^re, to use the language d George Fox, may 
you seek to keep aQ your Meetingi ; that you may fed 
film in the midd d you exereiring his ol&mi. As He is 
B I^K^phet whom God ham raised np^to open his mysteries 
ttd He is a Sheidieid aho has laid down his 
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for you, to feed you, so hear his voice ; and as He is a 
Counsellor and a Commander, follow and his counsel ; 
alkd as He is a Bishpp to oversee you -with his heavenly 
power and Spirit ; and as He is a Priest who offered Him- 
self for you, who is made higher than the heavens, who 
sanctifies his people, his Church, and presents them to 
OodVithout blemish, spot or wrinkle, so know Him in 
all his offices, exercising them amongst you, and in you.’^ 
1855. P. E. 

15. He whe died for his people to save them from their 
liveth to make intercession for them, 
olMigs. Through his mediation, without the necessity for 
any inferior instrumentality, is the Father to be approached 
and reverently worshipped. The Lord - Jesus has for ever 
fulfilled and ended the typical and sacrificial worship under 
the law, by the offering up of Himself upon the cross for us, 
once fbr all. He has -opened the door of access into the 
inner sanctuary, and graciously appointed spiritual offerings 
for the service of his temple, ’suited to the several conditions 
of aU who worship in spirit and in truth. The broken and 
the contrite heart, the confession of the soul prostrate before 
God, the prayer of the afflicted when he is overwhelmed, the 
earnest wrestling of the spirit, the outpouring of humble 
thanksgiving, the spiritual song and melody of the heart, 
the rimple exercise of faith, the self-denying service of love, 
-—these are among the sacrifices which He, our merdfiil and 
MthM High Priest, is Himself pleased to prepare by hie 
in the hearts of them that receive Him, and to poresmit 
with acceptance unto God. 1857. P. £. 

18 . You know, dear Friends, ibst it is Mt to mac^ bid 
mto the Lord alcna, that we most lodt lo^ 

^ sooL Bearing m miiid the 
umb of bur htijr Bedeesaer, man ooanelh mifee the 
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Father but by me,’’ may it be your coneem, in all your 
assemblies, to gatl^r in the name of Jesus. That which is 
to be sought after is not silence mer^y, but worship,— -even* 
the worship of the Father in spirit and in truth/’ But let 
not any think thht, because their Meetings have been usually 
held in silence, therefore they are to go on from Meeting to 
Meeting, never expecting anyt hing else. The true wort^ipphr 
is he who is resigned to every intimation of the l>ivine will j 
not prejudging the counsels of his Lord, nor allowing any 
habits or fears of his own to bring him under a bondage 


wherein the word of the Lord can neither have 
free course nor be glorified. A self-imposed 
silence in man’s will may be scarcely less formal 


t>aiigca‘«{ 

IK»U-Wlp(NMd 

silenoe. 


or hurtful than wmds wanting fitness or power. 1860. P. K 


17. Guard against an ei:|>enditure of time and strength 
upon the things of earth, which leaves little to 
be devoted to the interests of the soul. Do your md 
utmost to make your Mid-week Meetings prior 
engagements, to which, except under very special circum- 
stances, all others must be subject. Let j>arent8 consider 
how prejudicial an influence dt must have ujwn the char- 
acters of their children, to train them up in the habitual 
neglect of these Meetings. In connection w’ith this subject, 
we have been brought into close sympathy with membeiw 
of very small Meetings, who find in them little outward 
^aeouragement. Kemember, dear Friends, that the true 
worshipp^ meet not as separate units, but as one body. 
Gathered in the name of Jesus, through Him they ^^have 
aceei^ by one Spirit unto the Father,” as members of that 
spiritual household which Is one, whether <m earth ot m 
b^ven. 1873. P. E. 


113. Many who are burdened with wmh and {uesring 
engageinesita, can ^peak with thanhfalnais dt the and 
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refreshment they have found in the diligent attendance of 
PiirOier en- Mid-week Meetings. Coning togethar, oftetlt 
from very (Jiverse occupations, to acknowledge 
Mid-week ttheir common dependence upon our Heavenly 
Meetings. Father, and to gather unto Him through our 
Lord Jesus - Christ, they have realised, according to his 
pfomfre, his hehling and comforting presence. Far from 
thinking that we must absent ourselves because, when the 
hour for meeting comes round, our minds are full of family, 
professional, or business cares, from which we seem powerless 
to part, let us persevere in our attendance, and take all the 
burden to our Heavenly Father. Help comes in the very 
endeavour to forget our own needs, and to seek in prayer 
the welfare of our fellow-worshippers, with whose difficulties 
we are thus enabled more fully to sympathise. We cannot 
afford to lose such opportunities for renewing our strength 
for the battle of life, by waiting u^jon the Lord. As the 
attendance of a Meeting for Worship in the middle of the 
week becomes habitual, our practice will soon become gene- 
rally known ; and it may be a most useful form of Christian 
ministry, in this busy bustling time, to let those who do 
business with us know that we, at least, feel it a necessity 
of our Christian life, to turn aside for an hour in the middle 
of the week, in order to unite with our brethren in waiting 
upon the liord. 18fi3. 

19. In aU your Meetings, whether on First-days or in the 
^ ^ . middle of the week, may yours, de^ IBMends, be a 
Mul living worship, in which, as the adopted children 

of one Father, you may worship as members of 
fait mie family, not in individual isolation, vm thinkfrig of 
yomredives alone. ** Consid^ one another, to provoke unto 
loff and to good works ; ” not forgetting the ignorant or the 
seeiiig that ye also ^^were as ^e^ aitoay*^ 

In thje the pativil^^M of the iwiesthood ti h0mm 
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Ere to be enjoyed* The true priesit must have somewhat, to 
^ffer. Each should covet earnestly the best gifts for the 
edifying of the body ; and thus, even in the smaller bands* 
of faithful worsliippers, there would be no lack.; the flock 
would be fed, asid the Church built up in Christ. Whilst 
thus engaged on behalf of our own congregations, it is no 
less important that we should seek for ability to discharge 
the great duty of the Clmstiaii Church, in carrying the glad 
tidings of salvation to those mound us. To the Church is 
given the commission to hold forth to the world the word 
of life; to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ; to 
beseech men, in Chri.st'8 stead, “ be ye reconciled to God.” 
1877. P. E. 
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PEIVATE EETIREMENT AND PEAYEK. 


1. Frequent waiting in stillness on the Lord, for the 
Waiting on renewal of strength, keeps the mind at home in 
the Lord. proper place and duty, and out of all unprofit- 
able association and converse, whether amongst those of our 
own or of other professions. Much hurt may accrue to the 
religious mind by long and frequent conversation on temporal 
matters, especially by interesting ourselves too much in 
them ; for there is a leaven therein, which, being suffered 
to prevail, indisposes and benumbs the soul, and prevents 
its frequent ascendings in living aspirations towards the 
Fountain of eternal life. 1770. *P. E. 

2* In a well-ordered family, short opportunities of religious 
FMnay retirement frequently occur, in which the mind 
wonhip. 'may be turned in secret a^iration to the Author 
of all our blessings ; and which have often proved times of 
more than transient benefit. It is our present concern that 
no exception to this practice may be found amongst us ; 
whether it take place on the reading of a portion of the 
Samed Volume, or when we are assembled to partake of the 
provnaions wmi which we are supplied for the sostmiaiice o . 
the hody* Mmj the expericmoe of us ail be such, we 
oaaa&pt the words of the Psalmigt, ^^Eveiung, and morning. 
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3. In the Sacred Writings no duty is more clearly set fc«th 
4han that of prayer. Prayer is the aspiration of 13 ^^ Hrii?il«g« 
the'heart unto God : it is one of the first engage* w iw»jyw. 
ments of the awakened soul ; and it becomes clothing 
of the minds of those whose lives are rejgalated by the fear 
and love of their Creator. We continue to believe that our 
disuse of set forms of prayers is founded on a correct ddew of 
the spiritual nature of the Gosjiel dispensation*. At the same 
time we are persuaded that all who have a just sense of the 
value of their immortal souls, and of their own great need of 
help from above, must rejoice with thankfulness, in knowing 
and in feeling that they may pray unto our Father who is 
in heaven. May each with a sincere and believing hearts 
reverently approach the throne of grace; trusting in the 
mediation of Him tlirough whom we “ have access by one 
Spirit unto the Father.'’ Let none be discouraged from the 
performance of this duty by a sense of their transgressions ; 
but in humility and sincere rej^entance let them implore 
the forgiveness of God, who, as they patiently wait before 
Him, will in his own time supidy all their need. 1823. P. E. 
1828. P. E. 

4. Prayer being, in the Divine appointment, essential to 
our spiritual health, we would earnestly press n{x>n proy«r the 
all to seek for opportunities, in the course of each ^ 
day, for private retirement and waiting upon the Lord ; and 
tenderly to chaiah those precious, but often gentle and easily 
resbted mcd^ions of the Lord’s Spirit, which wooM contrite 
and humble our hearts, and draw them forth *in fervent 
p^itions for ihs^ spiritual food which alone can anp{ily our 
dbdly, ofQr oontinml need. Hay ntme anamgst ns be living 
in a steim of onconoem, insaisible to the righteous judgment 
# God upon all that is unholy; their iln^ nnrqiented df 
and nnforgiven, sHll resting on tbetr souks rather thspa 
;|mI m/BmmgeA to emne In deep bnmiliation to Ite 
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there to plead for pardon and plenteous redemption, in 
the all-availing name of our csrucified Eedeemer. 1854. P. 1^ 

5. The practice of frequent retirement, and of seeking 
Frequent counsel and blessing from the Lord in humble 
retirement, dependencs upon his guidance, is one of unspeak- 
able value. Not* only does it tend to heavenly-mindedness, 
but, as a necessary consequence, it strengthens the union of 
the branch with the vine ; and the daily and continued 
circulation of life from the root gives greenness and fruit- 
fulness. How precious in a congregation is the influence 
of the contrite, the humble, and the prayerful; of them 
that hunger and thirst after righteousness ; who, as servants 
waiting for their Lord, breathe the atmosphere of joy and 
peace in believing. 1865. P. E. 

6. We mourn over those who are depriving themselves 

Private and of much blessing, in not more freely yielding up 
lamilyprayen^lj^ij. 

communion with their Father in 
heaven. Little prayer implies little faith; and with little 
faith there can be but little love : for this cause, we cannot 
but fear that many are in a state of spiritual sickness, and 
that some even sleep. We would entreat these not to allow 
their confessed weakness to discourage them from prayer; 
it ought rather to be an inducement to this blessed duty. 
“ Therefore,” saith the prophet, “ will the Lord wait that He 
may be gradous unto you.” The Spirit helpeth our itadrmi- 

for we know not what we should pray for as we Ought.” 
It Is not the absence of his heart-tendering visitations, but 
our own hesitancy or want of faith, that we have to deplore. 
The moA the ^ntiite heart need not hdkl beck. Mow 

fhU b thejpromise, «¥erily, Yerily, I any unto you, whateoevar 
ye dbaJl adc the Falher in my name. He wiB give H you.” 
llfoy puarente or heeds of families be nnder nonndbe iNpNihit 
in oxerdse of thbfrivUegebefcMre thdr 
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Iiolds. The qualification for such services may differ in 
4fgree firom that wjiich should be waited for on more public 
occasions. The sense of need, of parental responsibility, t>f 
the priceless value of the souls entrusted to our •care, may 
not only warrjmt, but require, such acts of dedication 
on the part of those who are not called to a more public 
ministry ; whilst our countless blessings clafin the tribute of 
praise from thankful hearts. 1873. P. E. 

7. Prayer is the duty and the privilege of all, of every 
age and of every class. Life i)resses on with its prayer and 
inevitable engagements. He who is a stranger 

to prayer enters upon them in his own strength, and finds, 
to his unspeakable loss, that a life without prayer is a life 
practically without God. The command, “ Ask, and it shall 
be given you,'’ is not fulfilled by merely one iKjtition. The 
Christian’s life is a continued asking ; and a thankful u^ng 
of that wMch is received. ’The thirst that piompts the petition 
produces, as it is satisfied, still deeper longings, which prepare 
for yet more bounteous supplies from the inexhaustible 
Fountain. And ought a life of prayer to be other than a 
life of praise ? As the Lord’s children humbly accept all 
that they receive as from his pure bounty, eacfr day brings 
them fresh pledges of their Father’s love. Satisfied with the 
goodness of bis house, they will be still praising Him ; heart 
answering to heart, — “ Bless the Lord, oh my soul ; and 
aU that is within me, bless his holy name.” 1874, 1877. 

P. E. 

8. “Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with 
thanksgiving.” Neither the church nor the csootiimeitt 
it^fividtial can ever 0 utgn>w this blessed duty. p»y«r. 
Buth by ineoept and example the Lord Jesus Christ t^hes 
his people to pray. Prayar Is the ^presskm at once o[ 
001^ jdepead«oe and of our need. It Is the my of the ehIM 
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lifting up his heart to his Father in heaven. Quickened 
by the. Spirit it becomes a sweet exercise,of faith in Christy 
•a tKmtinued remembrance of his sacrifice and mediafion. 
The sense ef need is the true warrant for prayer. All are 
invited to this great privilege. 1882. P. 


*9. Often as we* have of late years dwelt upon the subject 

of prayer, the breathing of soul that has found 

many hearts in the course of 

glS^and of Meeting, has been a cause of thankful rejoic- 

aupplica- ing, in the belief that our Father in heaven is 
tioxm/* . , 1 1 

waiting to bless, and to pour out upon us a yet 
larger measure of ‘‘ the Spirit of grace and of supplications.” 
Be not afraid, dear Friends, to open your hearts wide that 
you may receive of this blessing. Let your ears be awakened 
to hear the gentlest whispers of his love. As retirement and 
waiting upon God in prayer and praise become habitual, 
they will lead to a sense of their preciousness in the family 
and social circle. Whilst every approach to formalism is to 


be guarded against, -may the assembling of our families and 
households ever be times of reverential waiting and worship, 
wherein living prayers and praises may ascend with acceptance 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. 1883. P. £. 



CHAPTER III. 


ON READING THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


1. Let the Holy Scriptures be diligently searched, and 
seriously read by Friends, with due regard to the Th© Scrip- 
Holy Spirit from whence they came, and by which 
they are truly oi>ened. 1720. P. E. 


2. The Holy ScripturCvS are the means of conveying and 
preserving to us an account of the things most 
surely to be believed concerning the coming of <wid 

iiMitructioQ 

our Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh, and the ful- m Holy 
flliing of the prophecies relating thereto. Let S®npture. 


all, especially elders in the church and masters of families, 
both by example and advice, impress on the minds of 
the younger a reverent esteem of those Sacred Writings, 
and ad\ise them to a frequent reading and meditating 
therein. And, Friends, you may, at proj)er times and 
seasons, give the youth to understand that the same good 
expmenee of the work of sanctifleation, through the 0 |>era- 
tions of the Spirit of God, to which the Holy Bmptures 
jdentifolly bear testimony, is to be witnessed by believers 
in aU gei3«nitions, as weU as by those in the flrst nges of 
Chd^Janiiy; in doing which some account of your own 
eiq^ence will be helpful to them. This we recommend 
aaoft ^ednal means of begdting and eidnblilnliing 
iatfilaslr »ai|ydit a #rm belief of the Christian doetihie in 
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oontained in tlie Bible, as well as of the necessity 
of tlwfe aid and help of the operations of the Holy Spirit^f 
God in the hearts of ^men in particular ; and of preserving 
them fipoi];^ being defiled with the many pernicious notions 
and principles, contrary to sound doctrine, .which are at this 
time industriously dispersed in the nation, to the reproach 
of the Christian*profe8sion in general. 1728. P. E. 


3, We recommend it as an incumbent duty on Friends 

^ ’ to cause their children to be frequent in reading 

Frequent ^ o 

reading of the Holy Scriptures, and to observe the examples 

Scnpitire. children as in Scripture are recorded 

to have early learned the fear of the Lord, and hearkened 
to his counsel ; instructing them in the fear of the Lord, 
planting upon their spirits impressions of reverence towards 
God, from whom they have their daily support; showing 
them they ought not to offend Him, but love, serve, and 
honour Him, in whose hand all blessings are. 1709. 
P. E. 


4. We tenderly and earnestly ad\ise and exhort all parents 
Instruction and masters of families, that they exert themselves 
of lAinilies. wisdom of God, and in the strength of his 

love, to instruct their children and families in the doctrines 
and precepts of the Christian religion contained in the 
Holy Scriptures ; and that they excite them to the diligent 
reading of those Sacred Writings, which plainly set forth 
the miraculous conception, birth, holy life, wonderful works, 
blessed example, meritorious death, and glorious resurrection, 
ascension, and mediation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
dpist ; and to educate their children in the belief of those 
ia^pcatant truths, as weU as in the beUdf of the hdward 
■ imd operation of the Spirit of God m thdr 
cwi^ inindsi they may reap the benefit and advantage 
thsKsd^ everlasting luqpfiimsii^^v 
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it infiniteij preferable to all oilier consideraticmt* We 
^prefore exhort^ in the most earnest manner, that all be 
very careful in this respect; a negject herein M<»i4ay««a 
being, in our judgment, very blameworthy* And . 
farther, where any deficiency this sort, appears, 
we recommend to Monthly and Quarterly Meet- this du^ 
ings, that they stir up those whom It may ijoncem to* their 
duty therein. 1732. P. E. 


5. The possession of the Holy Scriptures is a precious 
privilege for which we must give account. May *niaSab>* 
both the private and the family reading of them tarm to 
ever be conducted with reverence, and with minds devotional 
gathered under the heavenly teachings of the 
Holy Spirit. Let not the period of silent waiting, on these 
occasions, be so short, as to exclude or interrupt inward 
retirement and prayer. And we would encourage our dear 
Friends so to dwell under spiritual exercise on account of 
their beloved children and the other members of their 


households, that the word of tender counsel or encourage- 
ment, or the offering of prayer or thanksgiving, seasoned 
with grace, may not be unduly withheld. 1862. P. E. 


6. While we are anxious that all our members should 
exercise a daily diligence in the perusal of the l^^er for 
Sacred Volume, we would earnestly invite them w***^U^ 
to wait and pray for that Divine immediate ««« 

* " views to 0# 

teaching, which can alone effectually illuminate avoided, 
its pages, and unfold their contents to the eye of the soul* 
^*For what man kneweth the things of a man, save the 
spirit man which is in him? Even so the things of 
God know^b no man, tmt the Spirit of God*** . As thbi 
& omr bnmble endeavour, the irarious features Diving 
titdb wIS be gradually unfolded to the seskiag mindL We 
Imeecdi yon, dear Friend, eareliiUy to avcdd all jittial mi, 
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ei^adive views of reKgion, for these have ever been found 
to be the ntprse of error. The truth as it is in Jesus ” foruo^ 
a •perfect whole; its j)arts are not to be separated, nfhch 
le^ oppos^ to each other. They all consist in beautiful 
harmony; they must be gr^efully accepted in their true 
completeness, and applied with all diligence to fheir 
practical purpose. That purpose is the renovation of our 
fallen nature, and the salvation of our never-dying souls. 
1835. P. E. 

7. Our minds have been brought into religious solicitude 
on behalf of our younger members, and especially such as 
may be in situations from home, in the desire that the care 
which, whether under the parental roof or in our several 
schools, may have been bestowed upon their religious instruc- 
tion, may still be continued in this critical period of their 
life. Deeply impressed with the * claims which these have 
Bibk-dAsfieB sympathy and nurturing care, and with 

enoooraged. importance of endeavouring to imbue their 
minds with sound religious principles, we think it right to 
encourage well-concerned Friends, in the exercise of a kind 
and Christian interest for this and every other portion of 
our Society, to consider whether, without in anywise inter- 
fering with our Meetings for Worship, arrangements might 
not be made for meeting together for the serious perusal 
of the Holy Scriptures. Such engagements, if rightly 
entered into, would, we believe, tend to promote, and not 
in imy degree to supersede, the private perusal of the Sacred 
Yolume. 

Vfhea thus occupied in an humblo and tea^ble dispo- 
and in revenmt dep^dence upon the ^enlightening 
iniuencf of the Holy Spirit, o^^portunities would be a|brded 
fixr Ihe iUustratuHDL ^ our religious ]prindple% and for the 
inadoal edifii^on and eatabilshmeni of onr nmobm in the 
faith and of the Gospel 1861. 
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8. We advert with much interest to the increased attenthm 
c^ven by many of pur members to the careful perusal of the 
Sa&ted Writings. May this be ev^ associated 
with a deepening sense tliat it is only through^ ^ Hoijr 
feith which is in Christ Jesijs” that they can 
make wise unto salvation/* ‘‘The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God.” The^ Comforter «alone 
csan open the understanding to “ the truth as it is in Jesus/* 
and to a right sense of its harmony and just pro|)ortions. 
And there are experiences of the inner life which, though 
in perfect unison with Scripture, may not be there literally 
described. They can only be understood as they are unfolded 
to the soul, waiting in simple dependence uix>n that Spirit 
who “searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God." 
1861. P. E. 


9. We would earnestly caution our members — though we 


trust thid/ such a caution is needed by very few — g^perinieiital 
against any attempts to undermine the authority 
of Holy Scripture. The more we are experiments the antidotes 
ally acquainted with the mind of Christ, the more ^ w«t>eikt 
shall we be taught the inestimable value of those records of 


which He is the central theme. Their inspiration will 
become not a matter of opinion merely, but of experience^ 
as the great Inspirer of all Scripture opens and applies the 
precious truths which are there revealed. 

Such an experience as this is still the true antidote to that 
speculative imbelief which pervades so much of the popular 
reading of the present day. For the Truth there is nothing 
to ; it is safe in the keeping of God. But to the sincere 
Inquirer we would say, Ihrell not with thy doubts, but with^ 
tky oonvictioiis. Prove the Truth for thyself. Put it to the 
t^ not m mnch arguing as \yf acting npon it. Submit 
iSkywelt nnlo Ood, in the aoceptance of his merc^, and in the 
4^ d hh wilL 1861. P. £. Ip79. P. £. 
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10, Placed as the Bible now is within the reach of all, 
Tl» if 1^® thrust aside in the multiplicity 

. reading. Rather may we feel our respofisi- 
Int«r^reter. Jjility in the possession of such a treasure ; and 
not only read it in our families, but individually set apart 
a portion of, each day for its prayerful perusal. Let us 
searcb^the Scriptures for ourselves. To the Christian the 
Old Testament comes with the solemn and repeated attes- 
tation of his Lord. As it is read in the light of the New, 
its meaning is unveiled, and the humble disciple is taught 
to discern the unity and mutual adaptation of the whole, 
and the many-sidedness and harmony of its testimony to 
Christ. Tlie great Inspirer of Scripture is ever its true 
Interpreter. He performs this office in condescending love, 
not by superseding our understandings, but by renewing 
and enlightening them. Where Christ presides, idle specula- 
tion is hushed; his doctrine is learned in the doing of his 
will, and all knowledge ripens into a deeper and richer 
experience of his love. 1879. P. E. 



CHAPTEE IV. 

ON GIFTS AND STEWAEDSHII»S IN THE 
CHURCH. 


Sectiom I. — The Ministry of the Gospel. 

„ II. — On Faithfulness in our several Stewardships for the 

Benefit of Others. 

„ in.— Extracts from the Epistles of George Fox on the 
Importance of Faithfulness. 


SECTION I. — THE MINISTRY OF THE GOSPEL. 


All true 
ministry 
appointed 
by and do* 
pendent 
opoii 

QuU 


1. All true ministry of the Gospel is from the appoint- 
ment of the Lord Jesus Clirist ; and it is He who, 
by his Spirit, prepares and qualifies for the work. 

The gift must be exercised in continued depend- 
ence upon Him ; and blessed is that ministry in 
which Tnun is humbled, and Christ and his grace 
exalted. Gifts, precious as«they may be, must not be mistaken 
for grace. They add to our responsibility, but they do not 
raise the Minister above his brethren. All are not called to 
be public preachers ; yet it is not for any in his own will to 
say that he may not be so called. Let none, therefore, give 
themselves up to listteasness or unconcern, but let all be 
ftathM In their ap^inted places. The privilege dt training 
and education have led many to a knowledge of Holy Scrip- 
tim^ and to a cuMvatimi the understanding which may 
become truly s^rvibeable, if yidkled up in simple dedicatkii 
to the Lot^s own teacMag. But how mmh depsl^ upini 
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this dedication. May every talent, whether natural or ac- 
quired^ be offered upon the Lord’s altar ; may every 
breast at the feet of Jtsus ; and as He is pleased to call any 
into his service, whether of our brethren or our sisters, may 
every gift be exercised in singleness of he*art as unto, the 
Lord. If we* would, as a Church, vindicate and exemplify the 
te^imbny of Christianity against an exclusive and separate 
priesthood, it must be in becoming ourselves conformed to 
the mind of Christ, and in being subject to* his government 
through the power of his Spirit. Thus will each be taught 
and qualified to take his part in the true Priesthood of 
bfeUevers. 1871. 1876. P. E. 

2. A living, rightly authorized ministry has ever been a 
On true blessing to the Church. Our views on the nature 
qualiftcation and source of Gospel ministry have undergone no 

for ministry. , ” 

change. It is the prerogative of Christ Jesus our 
Ix)rd to choose and to put forth his own Ministers. A clear 
apprehension of Scripture doctrine, or a heart enlarged in 
love to others, are not of themselves sufficient for this work. 
Whatever may be the talents or scriptural knowledge of any, 
unlm there be a distinct call to the ministry, our religious 
Society cannot acknowledge it ; and except there be a sense 
of the renewed putting forth and quickening influence of the 
Holy Spirit, we beUeve it to be utterly unsafe to move in this 
office. We thankfully believe that, from the early rise of 
our Society, the Lord has been pleased to bestow this gift 
upon slants and upon handmaidens without re^E»ect of 
pmons, and that it has been exercised in his fear and to the 
hondiir of his and we wonld humbly adknowledge that 

He dges uotat this day withhold from us this living mimstry. 
Weipray He may be pleased to grant us its conlliiittiice 
mdt iacarease, and to ke^ us from evm* desiring any other. 

is nUered under the quaMfioation afready satftrth 
amy aaoMtim^ be only In n few aeiftenoeai but at ii hdfy 
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care prevails io move only under the leadings of the Spirit of 
<Epith, unexcited by the actirity and affection of the natuial 
man, it will contribute to the edification of the body ii%^e» 
1835. 1842. P. E, 

« 

3. The calling of the Christian ^linister has its rich 
rewards and privileges ; but at no j^eriod in the 
history of the Church has it been without its coujpS^J 
special trials and dangers. The caution of the 
apostle is at all times needed : “ Giving no offence in any- 
thing, that the ministry be not blamed.^* Ministers, even 
those of large experience and gifts, may profitably be led 
into a review of their ministry in its varied relations. May 
all be preserved in the exercise of it in the life and power of 
the Spirit, — dividing the word aright, — not falling short of the 
measure of the gift, and yet not exceeding it. Public prayer, 
thanksgiving, jand praise ought ever to spring from a living 
sense of the wants and condition of the congregation. In 
this solemn service may all be impressed*with the importance 
of their words being few and full. 1868. 


4. This Meeting desires and hopes that you whom the 
X 4 >rd hath gifted with a public testimony for his Hmwtmto 
name and truth will, in this day of liberty, be 
<iiligent to visit the hmtage of God in their 
Meetings and more especially those least frequentec^. 
1695. P. E. 


5. Dear brethren and sisters, all of you have a godly care 
judging or contradicting one another in public 
m^ings, or showing marks or rigns of divisum 
th^in amongst Ministers pr ethers ; it being of soninKM 
e pmuribns oona^n^nce to hring Uame or con- 

the imitiidryi s^ a |^feat hmito omyonth mS 
ottos. 1716. 
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04 Advig^^ that Ministers, as well as Elders and others^ 
Tolst^to in nil their preaching, writing, and conversing 
wSotipSw things of Grod, do keep to the forf^of 

<’®*®®** ^ sound, words or Scripture terms; and that none 

pretend to be wise above what is there written, and in such 
pretended wisdom go.about to explain the things of God in 
the ngbrds which* man’s wisdom teaches. 1728. P. E. 

7, As the Lord in his mercy is breathing afresh on several 
Young of our youth of both sexes, and fitting them for his 
wiahters. gervice, we recommend it to the Elders in every 
Meeting that they tenderly watch over all young Ministers, 
and advise and help them, as they in the wisdom of truth 
may be opened thereunto ; nourishing.that which is right and 
which comes forth in the savour of life, and discouraging 
everything that is unbecoming the ministry. 1736. 


8. We further entreat you that in all your religious Meet- 

Caution to worship of Almighty God you wait in 

Miniiiters humble reverence for the influence of the ’Word 
not to move t.r *r» . 

inih*^ of life. Be cautious not to move in acts of 

own will. devotion in your own will : set not self to work, 
but patiently attend and wait for the gift and enlivening 
power of the ‘Divine Spirit, without which your perform- 
aiu^ will be unacceptable and like those of old, of which 
it was said, “Who hath required this at your hand?’^ 
1742. P. E, 

9, In much love we caution those ^Friends who are con«* 

wned in the work of the minisfry to wat<hi over 
otoiiiiini thdr owii i^brita, and not to be faa^y mr cen-*'^ 
mdoQs in paasing |udgmeiit respecting the state 
dF those who hear th^oei, but to mani^ that^ M diwtise 
of their mlnitiacy, the^ are led by tlm love cf 0 NmL lldft. 
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10. This Meeting recommends to Ministers on all ooeasions^ 
more especially when about to leave home in 


the ^rvice of the Gospel, to take care^that their 


To hk'fo 
caftinird 
alSitrt dujfr 

outward affairs are so conducted and arranged * «mnge£ 
as to prevent anyi dishonour being brought on our religious 
profession, through any neglect on the one hand^ or, on the 
other, through their being immersed in tlie cares of# the 
present life. 1833. 


11. Let none despise the shortness or simplicity of any 
offerings in the ministry, and let all be careful Naneto 
not to indulge in a criticising spirit, much less in 
controversy, or in a disposition to cavil or to offeringn. 
judge their brethren. Such things are highly injurious 
and unbecoming ; they lead off from that individual watch- 
fulness and knowledge of ourselves which are essential to a 
growth in grace, and they are oppc^ed to the meekness and 
lowliness of a disciple of Christ. Light conversation on the 
sacred truths of religion is also dangerous. 1835. 

12. How large the wisdom, how tender the symjmthy, 
required to be exercised towards those who believe 
themselves called to bear a public testimony to 
their Lord, especially in the earlier stages of their 
ministry ! On the other liand, they ought to be open to the 
counsel of their more experienced brethren ; and whilst seek- 
ing to minister for their Lord in the ability which He giveth, 
to be ever subject one to another in love.. 1868. 

13. Whilst greatly desiring an increase of. labourers in 
theOospcd, we no less desire that the ministry 
amongst us may include the dedan^ion of the 

whole truth as it is in Jams, and that undeF his wm, «itd 
qiikkening power it may tend to bring many trsirity* 
iMbar tho yoke of his love, and to edify and oonodfort hia 
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people. Of whatever character the work may be in which 
atti^^labourers are called to engage, let them regard Jt suf 
not Jtheirs, but theii^ Lord’s ; and thus committing it into 
hisj^hands^ look to Him in lively faith for the needful wisdom 
and strength, coveting the enlargement of •their gifts not in 
a multitude of words, but in the awakening and converting 
power of the Spirit. May all be diligent in the use of 
those means by which a growth in the gift may be pro- 
moted; — private retirement before Grod, meditation upon 
Holy Scripture, and prayer for ability to declare with clear- 
ness the simple Grospel of salvation under the anointing and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Such a cultivation of spiritual 
gifts is in no way incompatible with a full and implicit 
reliance on his immediate guidance. May those who are 
called to the ministry not neglect the gift which they have 
received, but study to show themselves approved unto God, 
workmen that need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. 1868. 

14. And you who are called to bear a public testimony to 
Oonohiding 5"^^ Lord, let such a call be accepted as a motive 
eihottatixm- to increased watchfulness and humility. Be 
wiHing to feel the weight of the service as well as its privi- 
lege. Yield up yourselves wholly to the operations of his 
Spirit who sitteth “ as a refiner and purifier of silver,” to 
** purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold silver, 
that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteoua- 
Let self be laid low, and your will be given up to the 
lAud. Move only as He calls you, and be very watchful to 
know both the outflowing and the laying of the andnting 
dL 186LB.E. 1868, RE. 
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SECTION IL — GENEEAL ADVICE ON FArTHFUliNESS IN OUR 
SEVERAL STEW^DSHIFS FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS. 

1. Christ, who is Head over all things tto the CJiurch, and 

who hath promised to be in the midst of those 

gathered in his name, condescends to make use of Christ ; a&d 
• rdivenHItiM 

his servants, by imparting to them spiritual gifts, apintu«l 
to be exercised under the renewed anointing of * 
the Holy Ghost, for the conversion of sinners, and for the 
edification, exhortation and comfort of the assembled wor- 
shippers. Each living member of the Church of Christ 
has a place of service, and to such the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given to profit withal. We thankfully acknowledge 
the goodness of the Lord in the diversities of gifts, intel- 
lectual as well as spiritual, which, in his care for the Church, 
He is pleased to confer upon its several members. May we 
ever bear in mind that, however great their diversities, 
it is by the one Spirit they are given ; however difiering 
in the administrations, it is the same Lord ; however diver- 
sified the operations, it is the same God which worketh all 
in all. 

We believe that a freer exercise of the various gifts 
graciously bestowed upon our members might, under the 
Divine ble^ing, tend to the instruction, comfort, and edifi- 
cation of the body, and to the spreading of the truth as 
it is in Jesus.*’ We would therefore encourage Friends to 
be individually faithful in occupying the talent received, 
aa they that must gi^ account” ; in dependence upon his 
^ ^tace, and in loving service to Him, who loved thiem and 
gase HinUNiIf for them ; remembering the apostolic injunc- 
are not |bur own, for ye wee boa|^ with a price; 
; tiiavefore God in your body and In your spirft, wfaidi 
aaaGodrs” ISCL 
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2, No life is too long for the performance of the duties 
Motives to which He who measures it out appoints for it. 

May you^then, beloved Friends, in the middle or 
in more^vaneed stages of life, be faithful in your several 
stewardships. Whether it be in the family or in the shop, 
in the n\arket, the bank, or the board-room, — in those 
•things which •belong to your private or to your public 
duties, let the light of the Gospel shine through all. The 
parent, the master, the man of business, the citizen, the 
servant, -^ach has a testimony to bear for Christ. Let aU 
be willing to dwell under a sense of their responsibilities 
and of their needs. Let our prayers be fervent, in the name 
of Jesus, for ourselves and for others. May those upon 
whom it rightly devolves be diligent in feeding the Lord’s 
dock, and in gathering souls to Christ. And may none, 
whatever their position, overlook the lesser openings of duty. 
A word of counsel, of reproof, or of encouragement, spoken in 
season, in. ever so broken a manner, whether in the family 
and social circle, or more publicly, how good it is ! Each 
may be called to manifest his interest, by word or deed, 
on behalf of a brother or a sister; and thus to follow in 
the footsteps of our Divine Master, whose whole life was 
marked by 8ymi>athy for the sorrows and infirmities of man. 
1859. P, E. 

3. Let none so overcharge themselves with business, 

AUduUosto other pursuits, or so give way to 

bsjpcttoMd the love of ease, as in any degree to obstruct 
meviob for the exercise of their gifts, or hinder their right 

service. This is a cautita needful not <«ily for 
llhoset who occupy prominent stations in the ^urch; it, 

ii^plicahie alike to all the Hving members, and to eves^ 
fit with Vrhkh *^y may be entrustei, whether INr pid^ 
or for private mssiidness. How ihfiuentlal is the example 
df the <!%dlstian ih the midst of hia outward affiKhrs, or 
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of the Christian mistress of a household, when the right 
ordering of time, and the allotment of the right place to each 
duty, render the due fulfilment of reUgiqps services perfertly 
compatible with the diligent discharge of secular avocations. 
And, on the other hand, has it not sometimes happened that 
tho^ who, in their earlier life, had looked forward, to a time 
of comparative leisure and exemption from outward care,* in • 
which they would devote themselves to increased religious 
work amongst their neighbours or in the Church, have, when 
that leisure has really come, allowed increased opportunity to 
be accompanied by even diminished service for their Lord 
and his cause ? Assuredly it ought not so to be. If things 
are in their right places, best things will be uppermost, and 
joy in the Lord s work on earth will be increasingly known as 
a foretaste of his perfected service in heaven, 1865. P. E. 


4. Against the kingdom of »Satan the Church .of Christ 
should ever wage an aggressive warfare in the The Chrie- 
strength of her living Lord ; and each member, 
in subjection to Him, should prepare himself to warfare, 
take his part in the mighty conflict. Each has received a 
talent, with the charge, Occupy till I come.*' Chreat as 
are the diversities of these talents, and varied as are their 
spheres of operation, we desire that every true disciple, 
in the solemn sense of that which he owes to Him who 


hath loved ns, may be engaged to put up the prayer, 
“ Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ? ” In whole-hearted 
dedication and loving obedimice, in dependence upon the 
help of the Holy Spirit, may each follow the leadings of 
his Lord, and diligently labour in his a^^Kunted duty. 
Among the many ministries devolving upon the members 
of the body of Christ, that which may be little in the 
eriiiiiarioii man fill nc^ fail, if perfommd in love to 
and with a shayg^le eye to his glory, to be owned and 
blessed of Him. In First-day school instruction ; in visiiing 
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tha poor and the afflicted; in reading tie Scriptures to 
them ; in giving a tract with a few appropriate words ; and 
^n jhanj other labours of Christian love, the Saviour may 
be served and. the enlargement of his kingdom promoted* 
The young may gently influence the ypung; striving to 
win them to give their hearts to Him whose yoke is easy 
nnd whose buiden is light ; who, in every time of difficulty 
or sorrow, will be their ever-present Helper and Friend* 
1866. P. E. 

5. We owe much to the privileges of training and educa- 
Our eat hoYe enjoyed abundant advantages 

respmiaibili- in their outward circumstances or social position. 

How rich have been the manifestations of the love 
of God, and the visitations of his Spirit, — quickening, arous- 
ing, constraining. May we accept the word of exhortation 
and entreaty. Be vigilant, be faithful. In all your pursuits 
and engagements, keep within the restraints of a tender and 
enlightened conscience. May the world be crucified unto 
you, and ye unto the world. Neglect no opportunity for 
doing good. “Let your loins be girded about, and your 
lights burning,” and ye yourselves, every one of you, “ like 
unto men who wait for their Lord, that when He cometh 
and knocketh, they may open unto Him immediately.” 
1883. P. E. 

0, We turn to our dear Friends, both younger and older^ 
„ who have been led, under the constraining in- 

fluenoes of love to Christ, into varied fields of 
voriuns. amongst those arosmd them. In assuring: 

these of our warm sympi^hy, we would express tiie derire 
tiM in cm various Meetings they may be cheaned by the 
ebunsdi and assistatioe c{ Frimids; aoj^ that they may W 
enabled) on suitable occasions, to set bef<»^ those sdio as# 
thought milder their carOi the scri^itoral ground of thoid 
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idews with regard to worship and ministry which we have 
always maintained. 1874. P. E. 

7. We recognize the great importance of the missipn work 

of various kinds, in which many of our members of 

are engaged, as a branch of the work of the^ 

Church which has reference to the propagaHon theiri^jerk., 
of the Gospel amongst the masses aiound us. Amidst the 
diversities of operations by the one Spirit, it may well be 
expected that some of the methods found useful in this field 
of labour will* not be identical with tliose employed for the 
edification of persons brought up in the knowledge of the 
truth. Yet even here the wise and prayerful worker will, 
under his Lord’s teaching and guidance, distinguish between 
that which may excite the sensibilities without feeding the 
soul, and that “ sincere milk of the word ” which is adapted 
to the newly awakened, ‘‘that they may grow thereby.’^ 
1878, P. E. 

8. The Church of Christ, if true to her allegiance, cannot 
forget her part in the command, “ Go ye into all the The Goepei to 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.’* ^ 

It is the operation of the Spirit of God that pre- creatiim, 
pares and qualifies the instruments who shall fulfil this com- 
mand. Depending on his guidance, waiting on Him for the 
renewal of strength, the disciple is found still sitting at the 
feet of Jesus, listening that he may learn, and learning that 
he may obey. He humbly places himself at his Lord^s dis- 
posal ; and when he hears the call, “ Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?” fe prepared to respond, in childlike 
rei^^ce and love, Here am 1, send me.” 1882. P. E. 
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SEOQON m. — EXTRACTS FROM THE EPISTLES OF GEORGE FOX 

ON THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITHFOLNESS. 

• * 

1* All Friends everywhere, that have Indians or blacks, 
All to he you are to preach the Gospel to them and other 
servants if you be true Christians ; for the Gospel 
the Goepel. of salvation was to be preached to every creature 
under heaven. Christ commands it to his disciples, “ Go 
and teach all nations, baptizing them, into the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” And this is the one baptism 
with the Spirit into the one body, which plunges down sin and 
corruption, which have gotten up by disobedience and trans- 
gression ; for all have been plunged into sin and death from 
the life ; for all died in Adam. All have been subjected by 
the evil spirit, which hath led them out of the truth into 
the evil ; and therefore they must all be baptized into the 
death of Christ, and put on Christ, if they have life. And 
also you must instruct and teach your Indians and negroes 
and all others how that Christ, by the grace of God, tasted 
death for every man and gave Himself a ransom for all men, 
to be testified in due time, and is the propitiation not for 
the sins of Christians only, but for the sins of the whole 
world. Therefore you are to open the promises of God to 
the ignorant, and how * God would give Christ a covenant, 
a light to the Gentiles, the heathen, and a new covenant 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah, and that He 
is God’s salvation to the ends of the earth. 1679,* 

2, All Friends* everywhere, to w^om God hath given a 
ministry, and who use to travel up and 
tofc^thidr down in the gift of the ministry, do not hide your 
talent, nor put your light jinder a bushel^ nor 
cnmter yourselves, nor entangle yourselves with the affidrs 
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Se this world. For the natoral soldiers are not to combw 
Ijremsdtvea with the world, much less the soldiers of Christy 
’ftib'are mot of this world. Therefore stir up the pft of 
<lod in you, improve it, and do not sit down, Bemas-like, 
flamd embrace this* present world. Be valiant for God's truth 
upon the earth, and spread it abroad in the .dnyHght of 
-Christ. As able ministeire of the Spirit, so^ to the Spirit, 
tlmt of the Spirit ye may reap everlasting life. Go on in 
the Spirit, ploughing with it in the purifying h<^, and 
threshing with the power and Spirit of Goil. 1600.^ 

3. Dear Friends and brethren, ministers, exhorters and 
ndmonishers, that are gone into America and the g^^p^ 
islands thereaway, stir up the gift of God in 

to lightDovui* 

you and the pure mind, and improve your mmmA 
talents. Let your light shine among the Indians, »wake. 
the blacks and the whites, that ye may answer the truth in 
them and bring them to their standard and ensign that God 
hath set up, Christ Jesus. For from the rising of the sun to 
the going down of the same, God's name shall be great among 
the Gentiles. Have salt in yourselves that ye may be the salt 
of the earth, that ye may salt it ; that it may be preserved 
from corruption. And all grow in the faith and grace of 
Christ, that ye may not be like dwarfs. And, Friends, be 
not n^Ugent, but keep up your Negroes* ^feetings and 
y<«ir family Meetings, and have Meetings with the Indian 
kiii|^, and their councils and subjects everywhere, amd with 
c^ers : and bring them all to the baptizing amd circumdsing 
Bpiiit, by which they may know God and worship Him. And 
all take heed of sitting down in the earth, and having your 
minds in the earthly things, coveting and striving for the 
earth : for to be camaBy minded brmigs death, and covetous- 
may is idolatry. B# awakened to righteousness, and keep 

* Oeofgelba'f Joitnis!, First e4, 1S>4, p. SeS. 

6 
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awakened ; for the enemy soweth his tares while men and 
women sleep in carelessness and security. Therefore so 
many slothfol ones in their filthy rags, and have not the 
fine linen, the righteousness of Christ ; but are straggling, 
and ploughing with their ox and their ass,** in their woollen 
and linen gju:inent8,-^mixed stuff; — and drinking of the dregs 
of their old bottle, and eating the sour leavened bread, which 
makes their hearts bum one against another. But all are to 
keep the Feast of Christ our Passover with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth. This unleavened bread of life 
from heaven makes all hearts and souls glad and joyful and 
lightsome and cheerful, to serve and love God, and to love 
and serve one another in the peaceable tmth, and to keep 
in the unity of God’s Spirit which is the bond of peace. In 
this love and peace God Almighty keep all his people, and 
make them valiant for his Trath upon the earth, to spread 
it abroad both in doctrine and in good life and conversation ; 
Amen. All the members of Christ have need one of another. 
The foot hath need of the hand, and the hand hath need of 
the foot ; the ear hath need of the eye, and the eye of the 
ear. So that all the members are serviceable in the body of 
which Christ is the Head ; and the Head sees their service. 
Therefore let none despise the least member. And have a 
care to keep down that greedy earthly mind, that ooveteth 
alter the riches and things of this world, and so lose the 
kingdom of God, that is everlasting. f 1690. 

* See Beut. xxii. 10, 11. 

"f George Fox's Joium], under date 11th q! 10th month (now leth), 1090^ 
1 ^, 010, 011. He died on the ISth ci the foUowing month. 
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Section I. — Iiovo One towards Another. 

II. — Love and Unity in the Church. 


SECTION 1. — LOVE ONE TOWARDS ANOTHER. 

1, Dear P>ieii(is, the prosperity of truth, the increase of 
love, unity and tieace amongst all Friends, in 

. , . . . , (><sc5a«um» of 

their respective Meetings and in general, is greatly ofifonce to W 
desired by us ; and that every one watch against avoid«d. 
and shut out all occasions of offences, contentions, and 
divisions, and stop all whisperings, tale-bearing, back-biting 
and evil'^peaking tending thereunto. Be kind and tender- 
hearted one to another, and earnestly labour for universal 
love, union, and peace, in all the churches of Christ. 1689. 
P. E. 


2. Where any hath received offence from another, let him 
fuat apeak privately to the party concerned, and privat# 
endeavour reconciliation between themselves j and 

to whisper or aggravate matters against others behind 
their backs, to the making of parties, and to the widening of 
the breach* 1692. F. jg. 

S. If you hear a report to the disadvantage of a I*^end, be 
careful not to repeat it again, but go to the person 
dt whom the report is, and mquire if it be true or 
not; if it be true, then deal with such pnrsem 

it according to the doctrine of CbxM ; but if &lse, then 
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endeavotzr^ as much as in you lies, to stop such report. 
1715^ P. E. 

4. Among the Gospel precepts we find nothing more 
The duty strongly and firequently recommended to the 
of love. primitive, believers, by our Lord Jesus Christ 
and* his apostle, than that they should love one another; 
and as we are sensible that nothing will more contribute to 
the peace and peosperity of the Church than a due regard to 
this advicfe,*so we earnestly desire that it may be the care and 
concern of all Friends everywhere to dwell therein ; and in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit to maintain love, concord and 
peace, in and among all the churches of Christ. 1730. P. E. 

5. From love to Christ arises that stream of love to the 

Love to brotherhood which, if suffered to flow in our 
Chrwt^tho hearts with unobstructed course, would bear 
of love^o^ away all malice and guile, and cause all com- 
the brethren, gf tale-bcariug and detraction to cease in 

our borders. O the precious care that attends the mind in 
which Christian charity is become habitual! “Charity,” 
saith the apostle, “ hopeth all things.” It divulges not the 
faults of others, because in its unbounded hope it desires 
their rmnoval without exposure. For the mind in which it 
dwells ascribes its own preservation and the cleansing of its 
former sins to the unbounded love of God m Christ Jesus ; 
and it prays that all may partake of the same benefl.t. How 
opposite that disposition which deUghts to report evil, and 
to accuse I Shun it, dear friends, as the poison of asps. The 
saered writings emphatically denominate the great adversary 
of mankind ly the name of accuser of the brethren. “ Follow,” 
therefore, “ peace with all men, and holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord : looking diligently, lest any man 
fidl of the grace of God ; lest any root of bitterness springing 
np timMie you, and therely many be defiled,** 1S04, P, K 
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6. Friends, seek peac^ and pursue it. Ye are odled to 
love. O that the smallest germ of enmity might 

be eradicated from our inclosure! ^nd verily wwi dwell iiv 
there is a soil in which it cannot live, but naturally • *^'*™^^* 
mthers and dies? This soil is Christian humility state 
highly becoming and indispensable for a being who depends 
continually on the favour of his lx)rd ; a stifte in which, of 
all others, he can most acceptably apj)roach his presence ; and 
which naturally conducts frail man to love and compassion 
for the companions of his frailty and poverty, yet hie 
fellow-partakers of the offered riches of the Gospel. 

P.E. 

7. To be ‘‘ iiuide ]»erfect in love ” is a high state of Chris- 
tian excellence, and not attainable but by the Lovsend 
eacrifice of selfish jmssions. No degree of resent- 

ment can consist with this state. Borne persoi^| are apt 
to profess that they can forgive those wfcom they s%>pose to 
have injured them, when such are bright to know and 
acknowledge their fault. But that is little else than a dis- 
guised pride, seeking for superiority. The love which Christ 
commanded to his Church goes further than that. ‘^This is 
my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved 
you.” And how did the Lord love the world ? Let the 
apostle answer : God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” And, 
Friends, mark and remember his gracious dying words, when, 
praying for his very ^persecutors, He said, ** Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” How can we 
expect access for our ^farayers at the throne of grace if we 
hwbour any ill-wiB to our fellow-travellera towards immor** 
tdity ? Let us hear again the Saviour of men : ‘‘ And when 
ye stand pajrmg, forgive, if ye have aught against any.” 
Be doth not allow time for seeing the injurii^ person beemne 
fiifcpdssive; hnt^S^ndimg^ forgimtfor, ^ if ye do not for* 
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give, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive 
your trespasses.” 0 the excellence of Christian love and of 
Ijie ^mper of forgiveness ! 1806. P. E. 

• 

8. Let Friends be prompt in undertaking, and prudent in 

The blessed blessed office of peacemaker. We 

beliere that the patient endeavours of faithful 
peacemaker, generally crowned with success, in 

proportion as their own minds are seeking to Jesus for assist- 
ance in performing an office on which He has pronounced 
his blessing ; and in endeavouring to lead the minds of con- 
tending persons to a sense of the absolute necessity for all 
true disciples to live-in peace one with another, and to forgive 
one another, even as God, for Christ’s sake, has forgiven 
them. 1812. P. E. 

9. As the love of God prevails, it leads us to love one 
Love to God another ; but how often does the enemy of man’s 
onotowwl^ happiness endeavour to scatter and divide. We 
another. therefore press it upon every one to examine 
whether he is distinguished by this badge of discipleship. 
Maintain that charity which suffereth long, and is kind. Put 
the best construction upon the conduct and opinions one of 
another which circumstances will warrant. Take heed that 
the enemy produce no dissensions among you ; that nothing 
like a party spirit be ever suffered to prewl. Let each be 
tender of the reputation of his brother, and be earnest to 
possess the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit. Watch 
over one another for good, but not for evil ; and whilst not 
blind to the faults or false views qf others^ be especially 
careful not to make them a topic of oomnmn oonvexsatioii. 
And in those cases in which it may be necessary to disclose 
the fidlings of others, be well satished as to the purity of 
Jim own motives, before making them the sulyect of even 
coiifideiitial cDmmunicati<m, whether verbally cr by leU;ar.> 
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How beatitifdlly are the origin, the motive, and the effect of 
love set forth by the apostle John in the fourth chapter of 
his first epistle. Meditate again and i)gain upon the com«^ 
prehensive nature of this heavenly virtue, as there 4escribed» 
1884. P. E, 

10. How can they, whose only hope is in tlie;Lord’'8 mercyi 
indulge in hard and unforgiving thoughts towards Hwd 
alsrother or a sister? It may be that thou hast 

just ground for offence. Is thy brother’s trespa.sa ’ indul^ 
against thee any warrant for thy own disobedience ? Con* 
eider how exceeding broad ” is the new commandment ’’ of 
thy Lord : Love one another, as I have loved you/’ Wait 
not until thy brother be reconciled unto thee, or until he 
shall make the first overture. Be thyself the first to seek 
reconciliation, and to prove that thou art honestly desirous 
to submit thyself to the government of the Prince of Peace. 
1872. P. E. 

11. Christ died for us even when we were enemies : He has 
followed us by his Spirit in our many wanderings : 

He has borne with us in long-suffering pity : and 
if we hope to be forgiven, we must also forgive 
one another. He who yields to a suspicious and unforgiving 
Sfurit is led on to imagine things against his brother that are 
exaggerated, or even false. But love suffereth long and is 
kind. It beareth all things ; it hopeth all things ; it is 
easily provdked ; it thinketh no evil. The Christian mu^ 
cherish this Christ-like disposition, and, laying akide all hard 
thoughts and ail evil epeakings, must seek, day by day, to 
be clothed with medmess, putting m ehaiity as the bond 
of perfectnaie.” 1870. P. E. 
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SECTTON n. — LOVE A35?D UNITY IN THE CHUKCH. 

1 . The Church is ^he body of which Christ is the Head, 
j • In uhion with Him the various members are 

BleBfM^nesA 

of Christian broufflit into fellowship with ea<5h other. Collec- 
fellowship. . , , , , . T . 1 n 

tiveiy thdy are one body ; individually they are 

therilbers one of another in Him. They that are truly his 

are in the Spirit of the Lamb. He gives them of his patiepccy 

his meekness and gentleness. He teaches them how to bear 

and forbear ; how to be subject one to another ” ; and when 

and how, in faithfulness to Him, their lowly and longsuffering' 

Lord, they must make concessions to one another, and give 

up, if need be, something of their own individual freedom 

for the general good. 1878. P. E. 


2. The faith which receives the Lord Jesus Christ as? 
Individual Saviour leads us to receive Him also as our 
King. Where He reigns, self is laid low : the 
question is not who shall be greatest, but who 
shall serve Him faithfully. Under the abiding presence of 
his Spirit, individual sulijection to Christ becomes the highest 
joy; and in this subjection his disciples are clothed with 
humility, forbearing one another in love. It is here alone* 
that the true liberty is to be found ; a liberty not to please 
ourselves, but in all things to please Him. Each is taught^ 
under the training of the one Master, his true line of service. 
There is no place for the idler; for there is work for all. 
Each rejoices in his brother s faithfulness, and jealousies and? 
complainings are excluded. 1882. P. E* 


3. Whilst it is at all times the duty of members of the 
Cbutbik Church faithfully to maintain the Truth, and whilst 
some of them may rightly feel themselv^ caUed 
upon openly to oppose error, we believe that there 
is hardly anything more inimical to the growth of vital re« 
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ligion than indulgence in the spirit of religious controversy. 

triumphs when he can make the name of Jesus a worn 
of strife and debate among the professed followers cJ th# 
tA^rd. If he, our soul’s enemy, can but intaoduce ,meu into 
Ids spirit, he cares little how tnie may be their words. I^et 
us, therefore, each of us mind our own calling by keeping 
our eye single to the I^ord ; and then sha!> we know «t hat 
‘Hhe fruit of the Spirit ” will, in the sight of others, be “ in 
all gCHKiness and righteousness and trutlj,” and to ourselves 
joy and peace. 184G. P. E. 

4. How precious is tlie unity which is known amongst 
brethren who are made one in Christ. Their eba- 

Prosiotmnoiii 

iticters, their i)osition, their gifts, their services of unity ia 
may gr(*atly differ, but tlieir hearts are one. Uhmt. 
They have one Father, who is in heaven; they serve one 
Master, even Clirist ; arui amitlst all the diversities of gifts 
and administrations it is the same Spirit that worketh all 
in all, dividing to every man severally as He will. We 
know tliat to realise these things fully is no small attain- 
ment, — that the complete subjection of the human heart and 
understanding to Divine grace is a great and a dee]> work. 
In projiortion as this is not accomplished in any, will be 
the evidence that these iire not made jmrfect in love. Even 
in the primitive Church the spirit of party and of division 
was early manifested. Thc^re were those who plettded for 
an unhallowed liberty, whilst there were others who, with 
but an incomplete understanding of Divine truth, were 
feady to make their own narrow conceptions the universal 
itmidard, and rigidly exclude from communion all who 
iUmtB not equally straitened with themselves. May we ever 
against these snares. Watching one over another 
|i^ good, may our love towards each other be pure agi 
fynnrmkt. Bearing in mind the longsuffenug and patience 
iildcb we have ourselves experienced, let m be willing to 
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exercise all patience and forbearance towards others. And 
if through unmerited mercy we have been taught to see 
XQore clearly, let our growth in knowledge be accompanied 
hy the eviyiences. of a growth in grace, ever remembering 
that the deepest experience in the things. of God is that 
which brings into and, preserves in the deepest humility and 
the most fervenb love. 1857. 



CHAPTER VL 


COUNSEL AS TO MARRIAGE. 

1. Marhuge, being a divine ordinance and a solemn en- 
gagement for the terra of life, in of great inijwr- Marrijig® 
tance to our peace and well-being in this world, Hdime 

ottiiimucet 

and may prove of no small consequence resj)ecting 
our state in that which is to come. It was designed for the 
mutual assistance and comfort of both sexes, that they might 
be meet-heljM? to each other, both in spirituals and temporals, 
and that their endeavours might be united for the pious and 
proper education of their children, in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord, and for suitably qualifying them to discharge 
their duty in their various allotments in the world. May it 
never be inconsiderately entered into, upon motives incon- 
sistent with the evident intention of that unerring Wisdom 
by which it was primarily ordained. Marriage implies union 
and concurrence, as well in spiritual as in temporal concerns. 
Whilst the jiarties differ in religious views, they stand dis- 
united in the main point : even that which should increase 
and confirm their mutual happiness, and render them helps 
and bluings to each other. 

To prevent falling in^ such engagements, it is requisite to 
beware of the paths that lead to them ; — ^the sordid interests 
and the emnaring firiendships of the wmrld, the contaminating 
{^easfores and idle pastimes of earthly minds; the various 
sd^tafclons and incentives to festivity and diieipation ; lil^ 
wi^ eqpee&dly, too fireqnent and too familiiur commm with 
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those from whom may arise a danger of entanglement, by 
their alluring the passions and drawing the affections after 
them. 

For w^t of due watchfulness, and obedience to the con- 
victions of Divine grace in their consciences, many have 
wounded their own ^ouls, distressed their Friends, injured 
their families, and done great disservice to the Church, by 
these unequal connexions; which have proved an inlet to 
much degeneracy, and mournfully affected the minds of 
those who labour under a living concern for the good of 
all, and the prosperity of Truth upon earth. 1777. P. E. 


2. This Meeting is impressed with a sense of the vast 
Cautious in either for good or for evil, which marriage 

entering on exercises on both the temporal and the spiritual 
condition of man, and earnestly desires that, in 
the choice of a companion for life, all may seek unto the 
Lord for his guidance ; not allowing any merely exterior 
advantages to be the primary motive, and bearing in mind 
that an accordance in religious principles and practice is 
essential to the perfectness of such a union. 

And .-seeing that the real enjoyment of life is far more 
effectually secured by contentment, with simple 
habits, than by a mode of living which entails 
anxiety or risk, let parents, whilst they exercise a prudent 
care over the interests of their children, not be unduly 
anxious to secure worldly advantages for them on entering 
the marriage state. And we would affectionately encourage 
our younger members to be satisfied to set out in life in a 
maimer befitting their circumstances , not seeking to imitate, 
in tteix style of living, the example of those who possess 
laigjer resources. Thus, on the one hand, they will avoid 
the necessity of nnduly deferring their union ; and, m the 
other, be less exposed to the temptation of launching in^ 
business beyond their means. 


Simple 

hftbits. 
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Many, we fear^ have, under these circumstances, been 
induced to enter into trade on their own account ii<4«r*t« 
with borrowed capital, who, had their views been 
more moderate, might, with greater safety and more real 
comfort to themselves, have continued, at least for a time, 
in the employ of others. 

Tlie solemnization of marriage slioukl irA all eases., be 
conducted in the fear of the Lord, and in humble 
dependence on his blessing. On these occiisions, Lord, 
let there not l^e, either in the attire of the parties them- 
selves or in that of their relatives and friends, any display 
unbecoming an assembly of Christian vvorsliippers ; and 
may the subsequent proceedings of the marriage day, 
whilst characterized by cheerful enjoyment, never pass the 
boundary line of Christian simplicity, moderation, and self- 
restraint. 18,37. 


3. May no right union be unduly delayed by overmuch 
carefulness as to a provision for the future. It Agauwt 
would be far indeed from our desire to encourage c^vermucli 

OftfofulniKM* 

a hasty and ill-advised procedure in this im- 
portant matter ; but we fear that, in the premmt day of in- 
creasing luxury and ease, there may have been a tendency, 
from considerations of mere worldly prudence, too long to 
defer unions which, with moderate views and simpler faith, 
might have been productive of mutual help and joy, spiritual 
as w6ll as temporal. 1S69. P. E. 

4. In setting out in life, let there be a prudent. and 
Christian care to avoid a scale of living which AvoJdMtcc 
may minister to luxury or pride, 0 t tend to an otlutuiy, 
increase wmrldly care, and thus dimhush the power to 

time and money to the serviee of others to tto 
Lmd’s nOce. 1872. 
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5. We earnestly advise and exhort all young and unmarried 
. Friends, that they do not make any procedure 
fronts or one With another upon the account of mamage, 
guanlians. , without first applying to their parents or guardians 
for their consent and agreement therein. And we also advise 
that, in the first plate, all seriously wait upon the Lord for 
couhsel and clearness before inaking any procedure with 
any, in order to marriage ; that they may not be led by any 
forward or uncertain affections in this weighty concern, to 
their own hurt, the grief of their friends, and the dishonour 
of Truth. 1690. P. E. 1801. 1833. 


6. This Meeting strongly recommends Friends to avoid and 


Ca tioD discountenance very early proceedings in regard 
against early to maniage after the death of husband or wife ; 
Stw death of conduct as tending to the dis- 

wife****Wght8 reproach of our Christian profession, 

of children to And in cases of future marriage, let the rights or 

he Beciircjd. ^ 

just expectations of children by a former marriage 
be carefully respected, and, where necessary, legally secured. 
1691. 1833. 1872. 


7. Parents are tenderly advised not to make it their first 

or chief care to obtain for their children large por- 

Money not . . . , 

the first con- tions or settlements on mamage ; but rather to be 
sidcration. careful that their children be joined in marriage 
with persons of religious inclinatious, suitable dispositions 
and temper, sobriety in manners, and diligence in business ; 
and carefully to guard against all mixed marriages, and 
unequal yoking of their children. 1^^2. P. E. 

8. We think it right to remind our members of ihe ancient 

testimony of our Society, that marriage is not a 
mere dvil contrad, but a reli^ous act; 
dMfieoiitnu^is Qoi% ordinance and not maii*s; and therdb^ 
aeeiJig the le|^t^ has fblly ocmfiimed ns in omr 
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privilege of solemnizing inaiTiage according to our own 
long-established religious usages, we desire that none oj our 
members may be found dei>arting therefrom. We furthei 
think it right explicitly to state our judgment, that marriages 
of our members hfrfore the Superinteudeut. Registrar, though 
not open to the special religious ohjedions connected with 
marriages hv a priest, are nevert lieit^ss inconsistent with* the 
good order of our di>( ipline, and with our testimony to the 
true natute and character of the marriage ordinance. 1848. 

9. Tiie subject of the marriage of first cousins has been 
again seriously considered; and this Meeting Carriage of 
concludes to rescind the r(‘gulations heretofore 
existing, disallowing such marriages. In corning to this 
judgment we would r(*cord our strong feeding that such 
marriages are liighly inex|)edieut, and ought to lx», as far 
as practicable, discouraged amongst us. 1883. 

For further a<lviais and rules in rchlion to marria^jc, see under the 
head ** Marriage," Part III. 
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COUNSEL TO PARENTS AND HEADS OF 
FAMILIES. 


1. We entreat and desire all you dear Friends that are 

Tarenta to be governors of families, that ye dili- 

faithfulto gently lay to heart your work and calling in 
their charge. i , ■. 

your generation for the Lord, and the charge 

committed to you ; not only in being good examples to the 

younger sort, but also to use your power in your own 

families in educating your children and servants in modesty, 

sobriety, and in the fear of God. 1688. P. E. 

2. As touching the education of Friends’ children* for 
To neglect no which this Meeting hath often found a concern, 
afmeSTKjdng tbink it our duty to recommend unto you, 
their children.that no opxxnfunity be omitted, nor any endea-* 
vours wanting, to instruct them concerning the principles of 
Truth which we profess. 1717. P. E. 1861. 

3. You who are parents of children, labour ferv^ently in 

To seek Spirit, with supplication unto the Lord, that 

IwwnJy He may give them an inheritance in the Truth, 
earthly wherein they may be enabled to stand up in their 

generation after you, to his praise and glory, 
rather than labour to get great inheritances for them in this 
world ; whidli have proved a snare and temptation to some 
to iliiiJi the eross and ^brace the glory of this present 
world. But let those to whcm God hath f^ven tidies take 
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the apostle’s advice, that they “be not highminded, but 
fear,” and trust not in uncertain riches; but “be rich in 
good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate,” and 
therein be good examples to their children. /‘1725.,P. E. 

4. Our advice and exhortation is, that all masters of 
families, parents, guardians and tutors of chil^ n 

dren would frequently put in j)raotice the calling God in 
together of their children and households, to wait 
upon the Lord in their families; that, receiving wisdom and 
counsel from Him, they may be enabled seasonably to exhort 
and encourage them to walk in the way of the Lord, to 
exercise themselves in reading the Holy Scriptures, and in 
obserring the duties and precepts of holy living therein 
recommended. 1748. P. E. 


5. To all masters and tutors of children, we affectionately 
address ourselves ; that in a particular manner it 
may be your care to caution, and, as much as in 
you lies, to guard the youth committed to your conveniation. 
charge, against the dangers and allurements of evil commu* 
nications, and the reading of profane and immoral writings, 
those powerful engines of Satan ; whether they be such as 
directly tend to defile the affections, or, with a more specious 
appearance, to subvert the doctrines of Christianity by a 
presumptuous abuse of human reason, and by vain and subtle 
disputations, “ after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ.” 1766. P. E. 


6. As, next to our qpm souls, our offspring are the most 
immediate objects of onr care and concern, it is ^ 

earnestly recommended to all parents and gnardians 
of children, that the moat asrly opportunities be ^ Hc^ 
taken, in their tender years, to impress upon them 
a iense of the Divine ipeing, his wisdom, power, and omni* 

6 
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presence, so as to beget a reverent fear of Him in their 
hearts ; and, as their capacities enlarge, to acquaint them 
witlf the Holy Scriptures, by frequent and diligent reading 
therein j instructing them in the great love of God to 
mankind through Jesus Christ, the work of salvation by ELim, 
and sanctification through his blessed Spirit, f^or though 
virtue descend^th not by lineal succession, nor piety by 
inheritance, yet the Almighty doth graciously regard the 
sincere endeavours of those parents whose early and constant 
care is over their offspring for good ; who labour to instruct 
them in the fear of the Lord, and in a humble waiting for, 
and feeling after, those secret and tender visitations of Divine 
love, which are afforded for the help and direction of all. 
1767. P. E. 


7. The habit of a constant attendance of Meetings for 

Importance Worship forms an important branch of the 

ol liabit of religious education of our youth : we are there- 
attending ^ ^ . 

religioua fore desirous of impressing on the minds of those 
Meetings. ^ whom they are entrusted, who themselves may 
be diligent, to beware how they deprive their children of 
such opportunities on the week-day. Let not the pressing 
claims of higher education, now prevalent, be allowed to 
encroach upon the yet higher claims of religious training ; 
but let parents select wisely such a school or coUege, aA 
well as place of business, for their children, as may favour 
the healthiest development of the whole character, religious 
and moral, as well as intellectual. 1815. P. E. 1883. 


8. Parents, as they watch the opeqjng capacities of their 
beloved offering, may, during their very early 
years, when prejudice and worldly 
present but liUle obstruction to the wwk, inebd 
into them the prindj^es of religion. It is iheir tnd^ 
peasaUte duty to seek opportunities ffnr this purpose; that 
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they may impress upon their children the fear and the love 
of God, and point their early afifections to the blessed Jesus, 
who laid down his life for them, and who has, in a peculiar, 
manner, called them unto Himself : “ Suffer little, children 
to come unto me, ‘and forbid them not.” 1818. 


9. In the earliest periods of life, much pf the care of 
children rests with mothers, and we desire that in Fftthenim 
all cases tlicir j)ious endeavours may be strength- to*Wb!^ 
ene<l by the co-operation of the fathers. The . together, 
youthful mind is very early su.'^ceptible of serious impressions ; 
and we believe that if parents are careful to watch the most 
favourable opi)ort unities, they may instil religious truths, lay 
a foundation for correct principles, and give a right bias to 
the affections, which may be greatly blessed at a future day, 
The safe ground on which i)arent.s can proceed is, so to live, 
and so to wait before the throne of grace, as to be enabled 
to ix)iir forth their secret prayers for the blessing of the 
Most High. 1821. P. E. 


10. This Meeting tenderly, affectionately, yet earnestly 
entreats such as are parents, or have the care of parental 
children, that they be very early and firm in 
endeavouring to habituate them to a due sub- eadearing. 
jection of their will; that, having maturely weighed the 
injun^ions which they find necessary to impose, they suffer 
them not to be disregarded and disobeyed. The habit of 
obedience, which may thus be induced, will render the 
relation of parent and child additionally endearing ; and as 
it will prepare the infant mind for a more ready reception 
of the nee^saiy restraints of the cross, it may be considered 
as in part preparing the way of the Lord : whilst those who 
n^lect to bend the tender minds of their children to parental 
authority, and who eonni%'e at their early tendencies to hurtful 
giatificatimis, are, more or less, making way for the enemy 
aiE^db^yar. 1S22. 
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11. We affectionately exhort parents, and all who have the 

Talu€wof a children and of young persons, constantly 

tender con* to bear in remembrance the enreat value of a 

icience and ^ 

ittbjected , tender conscience ; and to turn their attention to 

the secret instructions of Divine ‘Grace, reproving 
for evil, and bringing peace for doing well. Be concerned, 
deaf Friends of* this class, early to subject the wills of those 
entrusted to your charge ; encourage them to fix their affec- 
tions on things which are eternal ; set before them the neces- 
sity of being converted from the evil of their own hearts, and 
kept clean from the sin which abounds in the world ; impress 
them with a sense of the holiness and purity of God, and of 
his righteous law ; instruct them in the invaluable truths of 
the Bible, and lead them to seek after the practical applica^ 
tion of its precepts and doctrines under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. By such a course of religious care and Christian 
instruction, carried on in simple, humble dependence upon 
God, you will perform the great duty of bringing them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 1830. P. E. 

12. Our sympathy and esteem are peculiarly due to those 
Sympathy conscientiously occupied in discharging 

with teachers. responsible* duties attached to the care of 
youth. With the right fulfilment of your trust, dear Friends, 
our hopes of a succeeding generation are intimately con- 
nected. Your calling is arduous, but of eminent utility; 
and one in which you have abundant opportunity to serve 
the Lord. You have esj^ecial need to seek for the wisdom 
which is from above ; but if, tlirough henvenly help, you 
have been made instrumental in establishing correct moral 
habits and sound religious principles, however limited your 
iq^ere, you may hope to partake of the blessing of them 
that turn many to righteousness/’ 1833. F. £. 

IS. Ihe end of aU religious training is to bring the mind 
under subjectiim to the will of^God, to lead our childmumto 
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Jesus, that through Him they may obtain the forgivene^ 

of sins, and be taught in his school the lessons , . 

lje«dlhg oiir 

of his truth and love. How* dear Friends, shall duldrea t« 

we prosecute this work, if we have not ourselves * 

submitted to the yoke of Christ and been taught of Him ? . 

We believe that not a few, who have been .measurably 

thus in si flirted, and who are religiously concenied * 

Guarding 

for the welfare of their familie-^ will do well to agamitneU- 
look around them and consider whether there be 
anything in their habits of life, in the indul- tag«^dcom- 

® . puuoiuilui>«>. 

gences which they allow themselves, in the cha* 

racter of their conversation, in the pi'rsons wdth whom their 
children have intercourse, or in the lK)oks and other publica- 
tions which are permitted to enter their houses, opjwsed to the 
training of their families in a religious life and conversation. 
Let us not esteem any of these things as insignificant. 

Parents should beware that they do not cherish the seeds 
of vanity in their offspring, by providing them with orna- 
mental attire, or gratify similar disjKisitions in themselves, 
"by thus decorating their .children even of the tenderest 
uge. The will should be early subjected in the authority of 
Christian love ; and children accustomed, from their very 
infancy, to a strict adherence to truth-speaking. 

Above all things, seek to impress upon the susceptible 
minds of our youth, the fear and love of their Truthnipeak- 
Oreator and Redeemer, and the imix)rtance of *“**^]^5 
giving heed to those gentle intimations of his will 
which are made by the Spirit of Truth upon the youthful 
heart. 1842. 


14. How important to the Church is the influence of the 
Christian woman. In how many ways does the 
Christian adorning give additional power and sweet- tlw Chrwti*ii 
neas to ali that is attractive and persuasive in her 
eliaracter. To the sister whose heart is consecrated to the 
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Lord belongs, in the appointment of Him who has ordained 
the family as the training school of society, that place in 
^er *brother^s deepest and purest affections, which gives to 
her example and counsel a heavenly charm, and has often 
proved a blessing for time and for eternity. And in what 
language shall we speak of the influence of the wife and the 
mother ? As a living power in the hearts of her husband 
and children, her language or example seldom fails to *be 
effective. Upon her, to a large extent, devolves the respon- 
sible privilege of training her children, in those years when 
the mind is open to its tenderest and most abiding impres- 
sions. In view of the solemn trust involved in the possession 
of such an influence, our hearts are lifted up in prayer that 
it may please the Lord so to turn his hand upon our beloved 
sisters, that, shining more and more in the beauty of holiness, 
all that is lovely and influential may be employed on behalf 
of Christ, that He may be served and glorified in all our 
families. 1864. P. E. 

15. It is not on the highly-gifted parent alone that the 
AUpsmta imposed of training up his children in 

responsible the fear of God, and in the knowledge of the 
<ai]ldizeti's Holy Scriptures; it is a charge laid upon every 
parent; and the sense of our own insufficiency, 
however deeply felt, will prove no valid plea for neglect, 
mhm we are called to account for the trust com^tted to 
our keeping. Let none, whilst endeavouring, with single* 
minded earnestness and in reliance upon higher aid, to 
discharge this duty, doubt that ability will be granted to 
tla^; let them rather believe that they will reap the, 
x^0md their efforts in a blessing up<m their dblldren 
aiid upon t^emselyes. endearing relation which snhr 

siHIa hd^w^ par^t and child ought nmij t^- awBk«^ 
in the of parenia earnest breatimags of spa% 

chlldten, erm fimn 
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very early year«, in tenderness of conscience, in obedience 
to the restraints and guidance of the Holy Spirit, and lit 
the love of Christ our Saviour. 

How appropriate and how interesting* would be the 
occupation of a few minutes each evening before retiring to 
rest, and of larger |x>rt ions of time on F*rst«dayg, in hearing 
each child of a family repeat a Scriptui^ text learned 
during the day, or pissages from the psalms and the 
prophecies, or from the |>arabled and precepts of our 
Lord. Whilst such exercises would richly store the memory 
and strengthen the intellect, how many opportunities would 
they afford to the watchful parent to impart some lesson 
of Christian practice, or ;to present some simple view of 
Divine truth. 1857. 


16. Oiristian fathers and mothers, honour the Lord in 
your families. Let your lives be a daily confession 
of Christ in your households. In connection with hord in ^ 
the family reading of the Scriptures, and the ac- 
companying devotional silence, which we trust will ever be 
felt to be precious, quench not the gentle drawings of Divine 
love, prompting the word of exhortation or instruction, or 
the outpouring of the heart in prayer. Pray with, as well 
as for your clxildren, watching for opportunities of uniting 
with them individually in the exercise of this blessed privi* 
lege. And seek for ability on these occasions to bring the 
special needs of each before our loving Father in Heaven. 
Let none think that their religions concern for their children 
will be in vain. How <^n have hearts been lifted up in 
gmtiiude and praise fn the remembrance iff the Christian 
walk, the prayerful spirit, the fatthfnl counsel, the loving 
q^pathy, of the lather m: the mother now at rest in Jesus, 
imB. P.E, 188S, 




Of idl the influences b^toiied hy Ocd 
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one of the most important and responsible is that of the 
* parent. Filial submission is the first command- 

influenoe and ment with promise ; and the Divine precept to the 
the obligation on the parent so to 
walk before his children as to be worthy o£ the honour and 
obedience thus enjoi^jed. Be encouraged, dear Friends who 
are ^parents, ta fulfil this obligation. Pray earnestly and 
in faith for the w’isdom of which you must feel the want, 
liemember that in entrusting you with children your Father 
in heaven has devolved upon you the high privilege of 
nurturing them for Himself. A neglect of your duty 
towards them is an act of unfaithfulness in this your 
important stewardship, as well as a betrayal of their best 
interests. It was, we trust, your desire to enter into the 
solemn covenant of marriage in the fear of the Lord ; and 
now that He has given you these tokens of his love, may you 
still walk in his fear, and feel it your privilege and joy to 
train up your children in his nurture and in his admonition. 
They partake with you of a fallen nature ; and it is your 
sacred duty to strive, through Di\dne help, to lead them to 
Him in whom is plenteous redemption. Be much in prayer 
on their account. Seek for opportunities of speaking to 
them with a view to their being brought to the experience 
of a definite personal interest in Christ as their Saviour; 
not necessarily in all cases looking for responsive expression. 
And whilst providing liberal instruction for your children^ 
may you never be drawn aside by the desire for fashionable 
or merely ornamental accomplishments, from a course of 
training and education conducive to a useful and honourable 
life upon ^uth, and in harmony with the discipline that renders 
meet for heaven, 1868. P. E, 1869. P. E. 1881. P. E. 

IS. Based upon the Divine ordinance of marriage, the 
&mily is designed, under the induences of hath and iov^ 
not only the cradle of the Church, hat the 
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sehool both for earth and for heaven. I.#et fathers and 

mothers amongst us be faithful to their solemn ^ ^ 

^ The llMQisIy 

responsibilities. Their children are given them the cradle 

in trust for the J^rd. Natural affection may ,^1*^** ^*****^‘^* 

ordinarily furnish a sufficient stimulus as regiirds a provision 

in temjKjral things; nay, a guard may even be needful that 

this be kept within due limits. But the privilege of Christian 

j)arents is hallowed hv yet more blessed obligations. They 

are calleU upon dilig<*iitly to instruct their children in the 

knowledge of Holy Scripture. It is theirs to bring their 

children to Jesus that He may bles.s them; to train them, 

from their earliest yeans, in a reverent submission to the 

inward convictions and guidance of the Holy Spirit ; and 

by their own counsel and example to helj) them forward in 

the way to Zion ; that so parents and children may rejoice 

together in Him ‘‘of vhom the whole family in heaven and 

earth is named.” 1871. P. E. 



CHAPTEE VIII. 

COUNSEL TO THE YOUNG. 


1. Strong axe our desires for you, beloved young Friends, 
Counsel to that you may know the work of the I^ord not only 
TOWes^t^Oie ^ begun, but to be carried forward in your 
bora. hearts. Dwell under the power and discipline 
of the Spirit of the Lord. Give place to no views which 
would in the least degree weaken your faith in the sacred 
and all-important doctrines of that salvation which is in 
Christ. Feeling your own weakness and the limited powers 
of the human intellect, may you accept these doctrines in 
reverence of soul, in simplicity, and in godly sincerity. Pray 
that you may be kept in that humble, dependent state of 
mind in which the Lord, by his Spirit, gradually unfolds the 
deep things of his kingdom, and grants a holy settlement in 
the experience of their reality. Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world.” Under a sense of the 
many temptations which beset your path, earnest is our con- 
cern that you may now, in early life, choc^ the Lord for your 
portion. Set apart at least a short time daily for private 
retirement. Seek for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Thus 
will you escape many trials, and practically realise the truth 
that Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise 
cl the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” Let 
not pleasure, prc^t, or advancmnent in life, be your fint 
dedre, hdt be concerned above all things ^ kmw ycanr 
and eledlm in CImst to be made sure. 1851* P. SI 
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2. Beloved youth, guard in an especial manner against 
the first, sacrifices of duty to inclination. If ye Kot to 
curb inordinate desires in their infancy, your du^to* 
vici:ory over future temptations will be the more /ncUufttioa. 
easy, and through faith in Him that hath loved us and hath 
overcome, ye will in time be “mo^e thkn conquerors”; but 
if ye shrink from the conflict, or resign the victory to Jthe 
tempter, ye will be despoiled of the armour designed to 
serve you in future assaults, and may become unable to 
resist, in your further progress through life, temf^tations 
which in the fresh morning of your day ye would have 
held in abhorrence. 1795. P. E. 

3. Many of you, dear youth, are no strangers to the 
practice of the devotional reading of the Holy Devotional 
Scriptures, and to some we trust it has already 

been blessed. Allot a i)ortion of each day Scriptute. 
to read and meditate upon the Sacred Volume in private, 
steadily directing your minds to Him who alone can open 
and apply the Scriptures to your spiritual benefit. In these 
seasons of retirement, enter into a close examination of the 
state of your own hearts ; and, as you may be enabled, pray 
to the Almighty for preservation from the temptations with 
wluch you are encompassed. 

Be very careful, we beseech you, not to read publications 
which openly, or indirectly, inculcate a disbelief in the 
benefits procured to us by the sufierings and death ci Christ, 
in the divinity of Him our Ix>rd and Saviour, or in the 
perceptible guidance of his Spirit. 1815. P. E. . 1820. P. E. 

4. Dear young Friends, ^mest have been onr desires that 
yon may all not only be pofessors with ns, butHofepK^iMani 
by;obedienee to the Spirit of Christ become real 
poseesaoni of the Truth as it is in Jems. We are tMli. 
pi^f^ded that, in the eyes of many amempt yra, tho Troth 
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has indeed appeared lovely : why, then, is there not a fall 
‘surrender tx> its power and to its convictions ? The Lord 
,loveth an* early sacrifice. His numberless blessings call for 
your gratitude* and your allegiance; and moumfiil indeed 
will be the reflection, should your days be lengthened to 
advanced age, that* you have slighted the mercies of a 
•gracious Creait)r, that you have preferred the love of the 
world and its fading pleasures, and that there can be no 
peaceful retrospect on devotedness to his cause. 1818. P. E. 

5. We recommend to such of our young Friends as know 
and approve what is excellent, and may have 

The young 

xnaycounHel been strengthened in some degree to practise 
the young. shrink from modestly, yet faithfully 

counselling their associates in early life, when they may be 
debating from the path of duty. A tender caution may be 
received with peculiar advantage, when those to whom it is 
given know that their counsellors are still alike subject to the 
same temptations to which they are exposed. 1827. P. E. 

6. The more our young Friends are engaged to dwell 

Respect humility, the more will they evince that 

lor age. respect for age and experience which has ever 
characterised every well-regulated community, whether civil 
or religious. It was an injunction to Israel of old, and we 
regard it as a standing precept, ‘‘ Thou shalt rise up before 
the hoary head, and honour the face of the old man, and fear 
thy Qod:* 1835. 

7. Our sympathy is awakened foi^ur young men who ate 
^vu^Uiy sent out as cotmnercial travellers. This occupariiou 

rendracB it highly important to maintain, through 
; holy aid, a firm and Christian course oi conduct. 
She employment leads to the frequentfaig of inns, ?3i© 
i^pany th^ ihet with is often izdmieal: to a growth m 
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and exposes to intemperance and other vices. When 
young men are thus from home, we affectionately exhort* " 
them to seek the company of Friends, and grateful^ to avail * 
themselves of those kind and hospitable attentions iidiich aige 
offered to them. It is very imjjortant that their arrange- 
ments be such that the^^ can si^cnd the First^ay of the 
week where our Meetings for Worshi]> are h^ld ; and that,- 
as far as practicable, they attend also a Mid-week Meeting, 
1834, P. E. 

8. The circumstances of our beloved young Friends, 
whether under the shelter of watchful parental And with the 
care, or exposed to the temptations of the metro- 
polls and other large towns, have at this time t«mptAtion». 
had our very serious consideration. We do not forget the 
temptations of our early life, and especially those incident to 
our entrance uj)on general intercourse with the world ; they 
were slippery paths to us, and, with humble thanksgivings 
to God, we call to mind the tender care of his fatherly 
providence, the pleadings of his warning voice, and his 
forbearance towards us. We know that, up to this hour, 
we have nothing to depend upon but the free mercy of God 
in Jesus Christ our Lord ; but through the aboundings of 
his grace renewed unto us, we cannot but express our strong 
solicitude — our iirayer — that it may please the lx)rd to deal 
gmciously with you, dear young Friends ; that He may 
never take his Holy Spirit from you, but deepen and 
strengthen your convictions of the guilt of sin, its hateful- 
ness in Ids holy sight, and its certain and awful consequences 
to the hnijenitent and unconvertecL O that we could 
Induce you duly to appreciate these tokens of our heavenly 
Father’s love, and that nothing may ever tempt you to 
eaii in question the Divine origin of those secret checks in 
consdenee, those pleadings of the Holy Spirit, by which 
mir heavenly Fathiqr would draw yon to Himself, ami make 
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yoHricsh partners of that pardon and reconciliation which 
He gprants to his believing and contrite children, throi^h 
;the blessed intercession of our Saviour. Open your hearts 
to Him ijiat standeth at the door and knocks ; suffer his love 
to prevail ; strive to enter in at the strait gate ; we press 
it upon you with Uie most earnest and tender entreaty. 
There is much* by which many of you are surrounded at 
the present day, which would draw you away from the 
humbling discipline of the cross, and induce you to seek an 
easier path to the kingdom. But the words of our Lord are 
simple, plain, and full : “ Strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth unto life.” 1837. P. E. 1883. 

9. We tenderly sympathize with those beloved younger 
Victory Friends, who feel that they are, as it were, passing 
through con- through the wilderness, and whose souls are often 
Hwiy^k^ discouraged because of the way. To the yoimg 
disciple the conflict is at times severe. Temptation 
is strong, whilst the heart is weak, tremblingly 
halting between Christ and the world. In straits such as 
these, may you never yield to the suggestions of the carnal 
mind. Consult not how far you may safely indulge your* 
selves, or how nearly you may approximate to the ways and 
habits of the world. Be in earnest to realise a yet closer 
and more dependent walk with Crod. The faith that leads 
you unto Christ will, as it is exercised, give you the victory, 
through Him. To our fallen nature the path of the mm 
has ever been a strait and narrow path ; but He who hath 
appointed it will make it easy, and even full of joy, to them 
that are led by Him ; not by widening it, or changing 
eourae, hut by bringing thmr wills into harmony with 
H^tly, and at ihnes very gradually, yet surely^ does h# 
ihmn to his yoke, esaii prepare ai^ stir^agtbm 
tihe iof the way. In subiiiittiitg to hb 

hKihiiiigy ^ Friends, is teue lilmly to be 
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In the service of Christ jou will find 'abundant 
Boope for the right employment of every talent, and, in the’ 
enjoyment of his love, your cup will overflow with blesling ^ 
and praise. 1858. P. E. 

10. <rhe present is a day of inquiry and discussion, of 
bold assertion and varied opinions. How im- ' 
portant is it to the young di.«cip!e, under such 
circumstances, to be kept faithful to the teaching training, 
and training of his Divine Master, How necessary that he 
should not mistake the false liberty of the natural will, 
which is in bondage to its own unrenewed desires, for the 
true and glorious liberty wherewith Christ makes his jHjoplc 
firee, and in which his service is their delight. Let no 
knowledge, no gifts, no merely human acquirements or quali- 
fications, ever be preferred before the humbling operations 
of Divine grace. It is not they who are ever halting at the 
threshold of the sanctuary, doubting and questioning, but 
they who conform to the needful discipline, and who enter 
in through the appointed means of access, who become 
prepared to join in the services, and to partake of the 
inestimable privileges, of the true wor8hipi)ers of God. 1857. 

11. Beloved younger brethren and sisters! may you more 
and more feel that you are not your own ; that 

you are bought with a price. Where much is » price; 
given, there, in the great day of final account, m immartftl 
will much be required. May all your talents be 
fr^ly offered unto the Lord, and consecrated to his blessed 
service. May every cro|m be cast at the feet of Jesus. Bear 
in mind that the unfidthfulne^ or infirmitiesof others, what^ 
ever be their age or station, will furnish no eacnse for you. 
Thl^ mislakes or inconsistencies will not reHeve yon, as 
you grow in Christian expmence and attakunent, feom the 
exercise all those gifts which it may jkmm the 



96 CHBISTIAN PKACTICB. [CHAP. TOI. 

Lord in his mercy to bestow upon yoii, to the help of the 
Church and to the praise of his great and worthy name. 
^The prize is before you: it is a prize not of earth but 
of heaven ; to be obtained not without conflict, through 
heartfelt repentance, through the forsaking of sin, through 
the way of the cross, through the life of faith, looking unto 
Jesus. Press on towards this prize, we entreat you. Shrink 
not from the warfare : yield up your hearts unreservedly 
unto Him who will fight for you, the Captain of your 
salvation*. So shall the crown immortal be yours ; so shall 
you for ever rejoice in Grod your Saviour, and adore his 
abundant mercy who hath prepared for those that love 
Him “ an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away.” 1851. 



CHAPTER IX. 


CHRISTIAN IJFE IN ITS VARIOUS 
MANIFESTATIONS. 


Section I. — Walk with God, 

„ II.-— Privileges of the First day of the week. 

„ III. — Christian Self-Denial. 

Division 1. Simplicity and Moderation. 2, Christian 
Self-denial in its application to the Use of Intojd* 
eating Beverages. 3. Christian Self-denial in its 
application to Amusements and Kecreations, 
4. Books and Reading. 

,, IV. — Uprightness and Integrity. 

Division 1. Business and Trade. 2. Frequent Inspec- 
tion of Affairs and Early Disclosure of Pecuniary 
Difficulties. 3. Counsel to those in Insolvent Cir- 
cumstances. 4. Advice as to the Making of Wills. 

„ V. — On Liberality and Benevolence, and against Oovotousness. . 

„ VI. — Counsel to Employers. 

,, VII. — Christian Life in Relation to Civil Government. 

„ VIII. — Advice to Emigrants. 


SECTION I. — WALK WITH GOD. 

1, ‘‘God is faithful^ who has called us “ unto the fellow-* 

dliip of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.'' With ^ 

* The call to 

Him, there is bread for the hungry, water for a change 

the thirsty, strength for the weak, healing for the ^ 

riiek, and life for the dead. Wlio amongst us, beloved Friends, 

hm not been made a partaker of the offers of his grace ? 

7 
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To which of US has it not been proclaimed, Behold the 
Lamb of G^od,. which taketh away the sin of the world”? 
For Vhich' of us hath Christ not died ? And is there one 
‘amongst us unacquainted with the inward pleadings of the 
Holy Spirit, contriting the heart, and graciously inviting to 
the full acceptance and enjoyment, in the obedience of faith, 
of the plenteous redemption which is in Christ ? May none 
in anywise shrink from the full surrender of heart unfo Him. 
To be baptized with the Holy Ghost, to experience the circum- 
cision of the heart, is indispensably necessary to membership 
in the Church of the redeemed. How inestimable is the 
value, how full of woe is the loss, of the immortal soul. May 
none, then, be loitering as at the threshold of the sanctuary ; 
prepared, it may be, to rejoice at the entering in of others, 
without entering in themselves. May none allow the strength 
and vigour of their days to x)ass away as though they had 
no object beyond this transitory life: but may each, in 
reverence and godly fear, keej) continually in remembrance 
the infinite imjwrtance of our present stewardship ; and 
that we are individually called by the most impressive 
considerations, not to be spectators merely of the Christian 
race, but to run that race ourselves, if we would, in the 
end, through unmerited mercy, obtain the incorruptible 
crown. 1856. P. E. 


2. What is the Church, beloved Friends, but the Lord’s 
flock, “which He has purchased with his own 
blood ” ? He sought them when they were “ as 
Clinch of Ui© sheep going astray.” Hf taught them by his 
Bdd 4 >oin<ed. gpXjjt the misery of that state of bondage in 
which they were held. And in yielding themselves to Hii ^^ 

they have experienced the blessedness of that repentance 
lalvaticm whidti involves a real change of heart and Me ; in 
evil is ffsnmken^ and Cflirlst is accepted both as a 
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Prince and a Saviour.” Convincing them of sin,* the Spirit 
has testified to them of the holiness and the love of God in* 
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. The light wtueh 
enabled them to see their transgressions stiji reveals, with 
ever-increasing clearness, the Lamb that was slain. They 
know that they are not their own ; that tjiey are bought with 
a price ; and that they are bound to glorify God in tl^eir. 
body and in their spirit, which are God s. 

it is an exj)crience such as this, grounded ujion genuine 
conversion, and sustained by the abiding presence * 
of the Spirit, which gives to the individual believer, . 
and to the Church, their true motive * TX)wer. bii«»ofUf« 

for Christ. 

Without this, our Christianity is but a name; and *' 
if we have a name that we live, when we are dead, what doth 
it profit? Life from Christ, — life in Christ, — must ever be 
the basis of life for Christ. Life in Christ is a continued 
abiding in his love. For this we have been created and 
redeemed ; and in this alone can the longings of our im- 
mortal souls be satisfied. His love is the one “expulsive 
jKjwer,” dirinely ordained to drive out, and to take the 
place of, the spirit of worldliness. 1883. P. E. 

3. May all keep and walk in Christ Jesus, the Sanctuary ; 
for in Him are peace and safety, who destroys the LeMiing to an 
destroyer, the enmity, and adversary. For Christ 
is your Sanctuary in this day of storm and tempest , Bmcuiary ; 
in whom you have rest and peace. And therefore, whatever 
storms or tempests may arise within or without, Christ your 
Sanctuaiy is over thenMll, who has all power in heaven and 
earth given unto Him ; and none is able to pluck his lambs 
mA sheep ot kis Father’s or his hand, who is the true 
Shepherdi neither are any able to hurt the hair of your 
ImAf except it he permitted for your triid. And tharefcee 
xilolee in his power, the Lamb of God who hath Hie victoy 
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all, both within and without ; He by whom all things 
were made, and is over all ; the first and the last ; the Amen.. 

1681 P. E. 


4. It is much upo^ us to put Friends in remembrafice to 
To ^faithful 'keep to the ancient testimony Truth begat in our 
in the beginning, against the spirit of thi& 
of the world ; world ; for which many have suffered cruel mock- 
ings, beating, stoning, etc., particularly as to the corrupt 
fashions, dealings and language of the world, their over- 
reaching, and vain jestings ; that the cross of Christ in all 
things may be kept to, which preserves Friends blameless, andl 
honours the Lord’s name and truth in the earth. 1675. 


6. In these days of religious liberty, in which our inter- 

And to con- those of other Societies is widely 

Bifttency of different from that which obtained in the times of 
conduct ; 

our pious predecessors, it becomes us to be especially 
careful that we do not in any way compromise our ancient 
principles and testimonies. We believe that it is equally 
incumbent on us, as on those who were made instrumental 
in first gathering our Society, to maintain those views and 
practices by which they were distinguished. And we feel 
desirous that, both in the performance of our civil duties 
and in associating with others for objects of benevolence, we 
may all be concerned in no way to forfeit the character of 
consistency, but in all things to adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour. It is alike important tp our own benefit, and 
to that of the universal Church of Christ, that we do not 
siirink firom filling that station in it which Divine Wisdom 
has asrigned us, but that in singleness of heart we give 
CHirselves up to what it may be our individual duty to 
pwdbim. 1828. P. E. 
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6. Mighty and, when submitted te, alKprevailing is the 

work of the Spirit in arousing the soul from its ^ 

slumbers, in breaking up its false rest, and in 
bringing to that simple, childlike, yet reverential faith in the 
Son of Crod, in which every other confidence is renounced, 
and He is accepted both as our Saviour*and our King. 

Herein, beloved Friends, is the true rest of the Christian. 
Kot a rest in indolent quietude, but in delighting in Ood. In 
this blessed state his commandments arc not grievous : the 
new man in Christ aceepta them with joy as bis “ heritage 
for ever,’’ and in the keeping of them great is his reward. 
May it be our individual concern to know for ourselves this 
rest. As the attainment of it has been made t>ossible to us 
'Only through the infinite love of Christ in offering up Him- 
;self a sacrifice for us, the just for the unjust ” ; let us ever 
remember tliat the same love has inseparably connected the 
full participation of it with the humbling of the heart to 
take his yoke upon ua and to learn of Him. 1861. P. E. 

7. ‘‘Be ye therefore followers of (fod as dear children.’* 

Keep within the restraints of his Spirit in your ^ 
outward engagements, and even in pursuing the ^ 
higher gratifications of intellect or taste. Seek reDew«d 
not how near you can approach the world ; how » 

much of its care, its business, or its enjoyments you can 
partake of, without the loss of heaven ; but rather, how 
olosely you can follow Christ in the obedience of &lth. As 
this is the guiding |»rinciple of action, the walk of the 
believer, both in private and in public, becomes a continued 
walk with God. He fulfils the duties of earth, as one who 
lias his citizenship in heaven. He will watch both against 
the influences of worldly care, and again^ the seductions of 
Inxmj and ease. In hm pnrsuiti^ in the choice both of hli 
jpeaduig and of his companions, in his engagements, whether 

the Church car in the worid, he will be govarhed by an 
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liabitoal reference to the will of Grod, towards Whom his 
hear( will turn with the instincts of the renewed nature, as 
4^he needle to the pole. 1871. P. E. 1873. P. E. 

8. A close walk with G-od is indispensable both for our 
Leaving no individuaf and our congregational life. In propor- 
the?ove'^of tion'as this is wanting, deadness enters into the 
the world. Church. Vital religion is no mere negation. It 
is eminently practical. It is nothing less than the following 
of God in* childlike trust and obedience. Love to Christ and 
work for Him will leave no room for the world or its spirit. 
The mind is renewed ; the tastes are changed. Our all-wise 
and loving Father withdraws his children from every unlawful 
gratification, not for the diminution of their happiness, but 
that He may give them in Himself and in his service pure 
and substantial joy. 1881. P. E. 


SECTION H. — PRIVILEGES OF THE HKST DAY OF THE WEEK. 

1. Whilst the remembrance of our Creator ought at all 
Pritflcge of to be present with us, it is our concern that 

t**® the day more particularly set apart for public 

worship may be rightly observed. It is no small privilege 
to be living in a country where much more regard is paid 
to this duty than in many others ; and it highly becomes us 
to be careful that our example in this respect be consistent 
with the profession we make to the world. 

May all our Friends seriously exa&ine whether the mode 
of spending that portion of the day, not oc^mpied with the 
attoadaime of our Meetings finr Worship, is that which is 
Iflosly to <xmtribute to the eternal inter^ts of the soul ; and 
irihellieir the charactor both thdr pursuits and of thdr 
otilifemllosi be such as may tend to eouinn father than 
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to dissipate any religious impression that may have been 
received. 

Many have derived great increase of spiritual strengil^ 
both on this and on other days, from private retireir^nt ; from 
reading the Haly Scriptures with minds turned to their 
Divine Author, in desire that He would bless them to their 
comfort and edification; and from residing the lives* and 
exjierience of the liord’s faithful servants. 

On this day of the week especially, ought the households 
of Friends to be assembled for the reading of the Scriptures, 
and for waiting upon the l>ord a practice to which we wish 
particularly to call the attention of those wdio live in remote 
and secluded situations. 1817. P, E. 1828. P. K. 1861. 

2. We rejoice that so many of our memlx^rs are engaged 
in efforts to promote the best interests of their i^needsd 
fellow-men in First-day schools and in other 
ways. May these i^ersevere in a course of woAer. 
devotedness and consistency, knowing that the harvest is 
hastening on, when there shall be a blessed reaping to them 
that faint not . Ixjt t he language of our Redeemer be their 
constant watchword : “ Without me ye can do nothing.’’ 

It is in a feeling of cordial sympathy with the earnest 
workers that we would affectionately remind them that,evaa 
in these labours, the human mind needs rest and refresh- 
ment. For this the First day of the week has been mercifully 
bestowed ; and, in a Christianly wise economy of our time 
and strength, the engagements of that day will be so ordered, 
as not to frustrate this gracious provision, or to shut out 
the opportunity either fear public worship, or for private 
retirement and devotional riding. 

But let not this hint encourage others to excuse themselves 
from their right pert in th^ blessed labotns. llie hours 
Hie working day are numbered, and are at most very few. 
ilSvery m&mmt that is waHed dbortens cm only epportitnity 
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for service, and echoes back, as it leaves us, the solemn 
Words, The night cometh, when no man can work.” 1888. 


SECTION III. — CHRISTIAN SELF-DENIAL. 

. Division 1. Simplicity and Moderation. 

« 

1. We earnestly desire that Friends everywhere keep 
DftQger of under the leadings and guidance of the Spirit of 

* Tru^b in their outward habits and fashions ; not 
the world, suffering the spirit of the world to get over them, 
in a lust to be like unto it in things useless and superfluous ; 
lest it prevail upon them, by giving way to it little by little, 
till it leads them from the simplicity and plainness that 
become the Gospel ; and so from one vain liberty to another, 
till they come to lose the blessed liberty that is in Christ, 
into which they were in measure redeemed, and fall back 
into the bondage of the world’s spirit, and grow up into the 
liberty of the flesh with the lust and concupiscence thereof ; 
and so lose both their name and place in the Truth, as too 
many have done. 1688. P. E. 

2. It is our tender and Christian advice that Friends take 

Truth and ^ beep to truth and plainness, in language, 

simplicity, habit, deportment, and beha\dour ; that the sim- 
plicity of Truth in these things may not wear out or be lost 
in our days, nor in those of our posterity; and to avoid 
pride and Immodesty in apparel, and all vain and superfluous 
fashions of the world. 1691. P. E. 

8, It is also our concern earnestly to exhort Friends, both 
Agihut piMs women, to wat<^ against the growing sin 

WMi of pride, and to beware Gt adorning themsdtves in 
a mann^ at variance with the plaiimess mA mm* 
oC ^ Truth we make pzoimion ot O fl^ they; 
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would duly consider that reproof which the Lord, by the 
mouth of his prophet, pronounced against the haughty 
daughters of Zion (Isa. iii. 16 — ^24), where he describes^ 
even the particularities of their dressings and omaipents, m 
displeasing to the Lord, and drawing down his judgments 
upon them. I will/' saith the aj)ostle Paul, “ that women 
adorn themselves in modest apparel, with diaihefaceduess 
and sobriety ; not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, 
or costly array ; but (which becometh women professing 
godliness) with good works : ” plainly showing that such 
adomings are contrary to the profession of godliness. The 
apostle Peter also is very full in his exhortations on this 
subject : “ Whose adorning," saith he, let it not be that 
outward adorning, of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of 
gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it he the hidden 
man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight 
of God of great price ; for after this manner in the old 
time the holy women also who trusted in God adorned 
themselves." 1739. P. E. 

4. It was in the hearty reception of the government of 
Christ, and in love to Him and fidelity to his law, Thetru« 
that our forefathers, in the light of that Truth 
which the Lord was pleased so largely to sluf<l «iinplkity* 
upon them, were led to the full testimony which they bore 
again.st the flattery, pride, and untruth which have ever so 
largely insinuated themselves into the established customs 
and the changing fashions of the world. They were an 
honest, plain, tmth-spfeaking people; their conduct mani«- 
felted that they were not of this world ; and they believed it 
to train up their children in those habits and practices 
Into which the law of Christ had led them. Our preset)^ 
conoem is that we may all be brought to follow Christ in 
the same Mthfulness and devotedness of heeat. 1642. 
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5. We are apprehensive that a degree of display, of luxury, 
‘Against and of self-indulgence, has crept in amongst us, 

tSidvw * tending not only to gratify the vain mind, but 

expenditm^. moice or less to benumb the spiritual faculties ; 
and the effect is often not less injurious upon the children 
of those who, in these particulars, are departing from our 
testimoniek We fesir also that some, who are in moderate, 
or even in limited circumstances, being led away by a desire to 
imitate those whose means are more ample, have been induced 
to, set out in life on a scale of expenditure unsuited to their 
income, and have thereby been led into a course which has 
ended in ruin ; and vrhere this may not have been the result^ 
their time, their strength and their hearts have, in consequence 
of the efforts to meet such expenditure, been absorbed by the 
pursuits of business, to a degree detrimental to their religious 
growth and to their usefulness in the Church. 1849. P. E. 

6. How impoitant, in its connexion with the great work 
Importance of f^he Holy -Spirit, is the duty of cultivating 
^ tender religious susceptibility. Christianity is 
susceptibility, intended to influence the whole life and conversa- 
tion. Some of its most precious promises relate to the daily 
conduct and experience of the believer. I will dwell in 
them, and walk in them,” saith the Lord. Marvellous con- 
descension! Blessed is he who, in the living sense of it, 
abides continually in the filial fear of offending God. Hi*s 
tastes and perceptions being renewed from above, he will 
separate himself from that which the Lord hateth, and which 
his Spirit reproves. Faithfulness to the Divine requirings in 
%e varied details of life leads him ihto nonconformity with 
the world j and in this nonconformity he is, of necessity, A 
li^kod man amongst the worldly or less restrained. It was 
i deep cfmdonmm of the essentially praetleal cinwacter 
religlw that led our forefathers to be dist^gid^bd 
Ofteh wad feeHngly dM they 
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affected no singularity, and imposed no merely human 
restraints; that they had no pleasure in offending Jtheir 
neighbour, and no stoical indifference to personal suffering \ 
but that it v^as in the exercise of a good conscience towards 
Ood and man that they were constrained to differ firom 
others in these respects. lake them,* we would plead for 
conformity unto Christ, llie testimony which we ♦receive 
from Him is to simplicity, truth-sj>eakmg and self-denial. 
These we continue to esteem to be among the distinguishing 
features of complete, practical Christianity. 1858. P. E. 

Division 2. Christian Self-denial in its application to the Use of 
Intoxicating Beverages. 

1. As temperance and moderation are virtues proceeding 
from true religion, and are of great benefit and 
advantage, we beseech all to he car<‘ful of their inculcatad. 
conduct and behaviour, abstaining from every “ appearance 
of evil ” ; and as an excess in drinking has been too prevalent 
among many of the inhabitants of tliese nations, we recom- 
mend to all Friends a watchful care over themselves, attended 
with a religious and prudent zeal against a practice so 
dishonourable and i>emiciotts. 1751. P. E. 

2. We desire that all under our name may be cautious 
of remaining in public-houses after the purjiose 

of busine^ or of refreshment is accomplished. fr«queiiUiig 
To make them a resort for any other purpose, may 5'*^*^**®'*^ 
it never need to be named among a people who profess the 
practice of Christian sobriety, 1797. P. E. 

3. This Meeting has been brought undar renewed concmi 
lespectiiig the dreadful evils wbidi result to the 
oominniii^^ from intempmuiee, and especially from 
from the use ei ardent spirits: and it reoom- 

In individually, aerioosly to examine winit 
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it is in their power to do towards diminishing this fruitful 
Source of evil. We consider that abstaining from the use of 
^distilled spirits, except for medicinal purposes, would not 
only preserve many from a snare into which they might 
otherwise be drawn, but might be highly useful as an example 
to others more exposed to the temptation ; and we believe 
that those who*, from love to God and their neighbour, are 
willing thus to deny themselves the use of these articles, will 
find satisfaction therein. 1835. 

4. To indulgence in the use of intoxicating liquors, more 

^ than to any other cause, must be attributed the 

Temperaiice ^ 

workers fearful amount of sin and misery, of poverty and 
eacourjtgi'd, . ... , 

crime, which exists in our land ; and it, at the 
same time, presents the greatest obstruction, exerted by any 
single agency, to the moral and religious improvement of 
our countrymen, and to the extension of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom in the earth. We rejoice in witnessing the Christian 
labours of many of our members in their advocacy and 
promotion of the cause of temperance; and we cordially 
desire their encouragement in this good work. The progress 
and extended benefits of this cause are, we believe, largely 
dei>endent upon the influence exerted by professing members 
of the Christian Church. We would, therefore, affectionately 
invite all our Friends seriously to ponder the responsibility 
of their example and influence in regard to this momentous 
subject, and prayerfully to seek to know what is their indi* 
vidual duty in relation to it. 1867. 

5. In contemplating the ravages, m8ral as well as physical, 
laftueiice oonsequent upon the drinking customs of our 
of ojKimple. country, we have again been introduced into deep 
reMgious concern. We attempt not to define the limits of 
Indiridual duty ; but we desire that sdl our members may 
be willing, in the fear of the Lord, to take a calm view of 
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tliis great subject. In looking at the vast extent of sin, 
wretchedness, and woe which attends the indulgence in this 
national habit, we would affectionately urge upon Friends 
everyWiicacg, prayerfully to consider whether anything in their 
conduct give^'^ftuntenance to it, or whether they are doing 
all thkt is required of them to counteract it. It is alike 
the duty and the privilege of the Christian io deny hin^elf 
for the sake of the fallen or the weak. ** Hereby,** suith 
the apo.?tIe, “ jK^Teeive we tlie love of God, because He laid 
down his life for us : and w^e ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren.*’ If this be true of our lives, how much 
more in the giving up of everything in our conduct wljcreby 
our brother may stumble, or l>e offended or made weak. 
1870. P. E. 

6. Considering the magnitude of the evils re.sulting from 
the prevailing drinking customs of sewiety, and lufiividiml 
the insidious nature of all alcoholic lieveniges, we reniKUMjibUity, 
wish to press home to every one of our memlxirs his indi- 
vidual resf)onsibility. We would affectionately and earnestly 
appeal to them to consider the ground ujx)n whicli they 
stand, both as regards their own personal safety and the 
necessary effect of their example uix>n their children, their 
households and every one in their employ, as well as u}»ou 
all who come within the sphere of their influence. We are 
not unmindful that some amongst us are engaged in the 
maxiufacture or sale of intoxicating drinks. These 
dear Friends may be assured that our exhorta- 
tions are offered in no harsh or judging spirit. 

We sympathise with those who have been brought 
into this business without much choice of their own, or who 
have inherited it from their predecessors. We doubt not 
that some who are so circumstanced would gladly be freed 
firmn the responribiiities inseparably attached to such a 
bnriness. We would, with affectionate invite 



110 


CHRISTIAN PRACTICE. 


[chap. IX. 


them not only to make their position a matter of prayer, 
but to watch foT the right opportunity to relinquish a trade 
jffhich, as at present generally carried on, seems fraught with 
danger tg the families and assistants of all concemi>dt*^''l874. 

Division 3. Christian Self-denial in its application to Amusdinents 
and Recreations. 

1. The life of the Christian is not a dull and cheerless 

existence. There are no ioys here below to be 

Joy m living 

to God and • compared with those of which the renewed soul 
not to self. permitted to partake, even upon earth, in the 
faithful service of the Lord. It is not then for the dimi- 
nution, but for the increase, of their happiness, that we 
would affectionately invite our dear Friends unreservedly to 
submit all their pursuits, even those which may be intended 
as recreations, to the holy restraints and government of the 
Lord’s Spirit. As this is the case, the various duties and 
enjoyments of tlie present life will be placed in their true 
relation to the life to come. The desires, the affections, the 
. very tastes, will be “ renewed.” The occupations of our 
leisure hours, — and with many of our dear Friends these 
make up a large amount in the sum of their responsibilities, 
—our associations, our reading, our varied engagements of 
a social or more public nature, will be baptized into the 
Christian spirit. 1853. P. E. 

2. We earnestly beseech our Friends to avoid the foolish 

Avmd and wicked pastimes with which this age aboundeth, 

particularly balls, gaming-places, horse-races, and 
pMtim69. play-houses, those nursenies debauchery and 
wickedne^, the burden and grief of the sober part of other 
Sodeties, as well as of our own ; things wholly anbeeoming 
a peo^ under the Christian prdfession, contrary to the teamc 

the doetiine d the Ooepel, and to the ^eampl^ of the bed 
mm in the earliest ages of the Church. 1730. P. E. 



SECT. UL] 


AMUSEMBirrS AKD BECBBATIOKS. 


lU 


3. This Meeting tenderly adxises against the practices 
of hunting and of shooting for diversion, and 

othe r similar recreations ; whieli besides involving ^ »h«wting 

. - , . . - for divcr«ii»ti* 

the necesswiy of distressing, for amusement, jthe 

creatures of so often lead into undesirable associations* 

1795. *1883. 

4. It is part of our Christ irtn duty to secure for our- 
selves aud for our cliildren a due measure of Duty of 
bodily exercise, and those opjKirt unities for un- • 
bending the mind, without which neither our rocreatioa. 
physical nor our mental faculties can Ym preserved in a 
healthy condition. A n(‘glect of this duty may materially 
lessen our usefulness in life and our service for our Master. 
There may even be a danger on the jiart of some lest 
philanthropic and religious engagoments should so exclu- 
sively occupy their time and attention as to throw their 
minds oflf the true balance, and lessen their jiower of 
sympathy with those whom tliey might largely influence 
for good. But whilst recognizing the force of these con- 
siderations, we are persuaded that the unerring standard 
of the Gospel is applicable to these things. To keep under 
the government of Christ under all circumstances is the 
blessed privilege of the Christian; in realizing which he 
will be preserved from every snare. 1883. 

5. We have been at this time introduced into much con- 
cern, with reference to the well-known testimony Againut 
of our religious Society against the attendance 
of plac^ of diversiom Earnest have ht^sa our diremon. 
desires that Friends everywhere, and particularly those in 
yennger life, may seriously reflect on the injuiy, and in 
many instances the mogra! ruin, which pursuits of this 
desexip^fm Ining with them. It is our conviction that, 
in ptopnt^n as the mind is renewed by Divine grace. 
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all these vain amusements will be felt to be inconsistent 
^th the restraints of the Grospel, and incompatible with 
that quietness and peace of mind which are the portion 
of the vatchfuj Christian. 1846. P. E. 

6. Of the various means of allowable recreation and mental 
•CaStions as iiBprovement placed within our reach, few call 
travelling. fop the exercise of greater circumspection than 
travelling, especially in foreign countries. In excursions, ' or 
in tarrying at watering places, whether at home or abroad, 
the time may be wasted, and the mind insensibly drawn 
into habits and associations more or less undesirable or 
pernicious. It especially behoves the disciple of Christ to 
be careful, when thus separated from his home associations, 
to maintain a course of conduct in all things consistent 
with his* profession. He is not warranted in lowering the 
Christian standard by doing, amongst strangers, that which 
he would hesitate to do amongst his friends. Nor can he 
consistently countenance, by his presence or his conformity, 
either the superstitions or the follies which may prevail 
around him. And we would encourage Friends, whilst thus 
absent from home, and deprived of opportunities of meeting 
with their brethren on the First-day of the week for the 
purpose of waiting upon the Lord, not to shrink from 
acting upon their own religious principles ; but, at stated 
times, whether alone or with their companions, to present 
themselves in reverence of soul before Him. Let them 
never forget that his all-seeing eye is upon them, and that, 
in whatever circumstances they may be, the worship that is 

in spirit and in truth ” is his due. •*1853. P. E. 

7, To look upon this life as the training-school for heaven, 

at once the Christian’s duty and consolation. 
tmouatA. sense of his responsibilities and of his dangers 

is too strong to allow him to court He has no 
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time to squander upon trifles. His renewed tastes have no 
relish for vain or frivolous pursuits. He asks not howmear 

h fi,ca n approach without danger to the gaieties or amuse** 

ments world. Rather does he seek to know how 

closely he caSMbllow that Saviour by whom the world is 
crucifiTed unto him and he uido the World. With these 
%iews of the practical efleet of the religioil of Jesus, ♦we 
eanpot learn without sorrow the increased interest taken by 
several of our mernlxjrs in musical entertainments. There 
are amusements (and we consider these |x?rformances to 
be among them) the object of which is principally, if not 
entirely, the gratification of sense, which iH)sscss a hi.scina» 
tion sufficient more or less to withdraw the mind from 
worthier objects, and the pursuit of which almost necessarily 
distracts the attention from the sober realities of life and the 
duties of religion. As regards those musical exhibitions in 
which an attempt is made to combine religion with a certain 
amount of amusement, it is hard to understand how a truly 
Christian mind can allow itself to sanction the profanation 
of the sacred name by attending such performances; in 
which the most awful events recorded in Holy Scripture 
jore made the subject of professed entertainment to an 
indiscriminate assembly, many of whom make no pretensions 
to religion. 1854. P. E. 1860. P. K. 

8. IVords fail to convey our sense of the importance of 
realizing the influence of the Spirit of God, in ita FnVolouii 
sanctifying power, upon the habits, the affections, **»*”»“««**• 
and even the tastes. We plead for no mere outward imitatton 
of that which is good? but rather for that conformity to 
Christ which springs from the renewal of the mind. As the 
love of God is shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit^ 
the Christian will have within him the true antidote to the 
lore of the w<nrld in its varying forms. The relish wiU 
be lost for frivolous gratifications, and for amusements that 

8 
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have no tiseful object. Therefore, dear Friends, let the 
limitation of the Lord’s Truth be applied, in his fear and 
»love, to all your pursuits, and even to your recreationgpJCofc- 
the watchful and loving child the gentlest restratfit of the 
Father’s hand or eye has the force of la^C In all your 
occupations and ptfrsuits set the Lord always before you. 
•H»v^e the coutage to confess Him wherever you are; and 
should any kind of reading, of recreation, or of indulgence, 
that may once have seemed allowable, be found, by experi- 
ence, to impair the tenderness of your conscience, to obscure 
your sense of the Divine presence, or to weaken your relish 
for spiritual things, cut it off and cast it from you. 1864. 
P. E. 1868. P. E. 1880. P. E. 


9. Among other indications of the prevalence among us 
The theatre spirit of worldliness, we fear that, in some 

the dance, circles, the theatre, the dance, and the ball-room 
the ballroom. i -i <• rr« 

are not altogether discountenanced. The number 

may be but small, and yet we know how great is the ten- 
dency to spread, even of a little leaven ” ; and when we see 
those of our members, from whom greater firmness might 
have been expected, sanctioning these things and mixing 
with the world, apparently in its own spirit, we cannot but 
tremble for the effect upon our young people. What shall 
we then say ? Will not this short direction suffice for all ? 
— Allow yourselves no indulgence, whether in your habits 
or pursuits, in your reading, companionships, or recreations, 
that shall grieve the Holy Spirit, or upon which you cannot 
ask your heavenly Father’s blessing. 1881. P. E. 
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Againt^t 

'mM^\ 


Division 4. Christian Self-denial in its application to Bo5ks 
and Beading. 

1. Thil^Meeting, considering that some in the present age 
do endeavour, by certain Ixxiks, to lessen and 
decry the true faith in our Lortl and i^avioiir 
Jesus Christ (even that precious faith once 
delivt-red to his saints, which by the mercy of God is alst> 
bestowed upon us) doth therefore earnestly advise and 
exhort all parents,* masters and mistresses of families, and 
guardians of minors, that they prevent, as much as in 
them lies, their children^ servants, and youth under their 
respective care and tuition, from having or reading books or 
papers that have any tendency to prejudice the profession of 
the Christian religion, to create in them the least doubt or 
question concerning the truth of the Holy Scriptures, or 
those necessary and saving truths declared in them ; lest 
their minds should be poisonetl thereby, and a foundation 
laid for the greatest evils. 1723. P. E. 


2. Books may be regarded as companions; they become 
associated with our most retired thoughts, and Book«oiir 
insensibly infuse somewhat of their spirit and 
character into those who converse with them. eboten. 
It behoves os to exercise a sound discretion as to what 
publications we admit into our bouses; that neither we 
nor our children may be hurt by that reading which would 
tend in any degree to leaven our minds into the spirit of 
the world, and to un§t us for the sober duties of life. The 
books which we introduce to the young require particukr 
eare: they may give a bias to the mind, and materially 
Influence the future eharacten Some of those whidi, 
we fear, And access to our flEucnilies are calculated to give 
Mm views of real life, and to lowcar that standard of 
nsorals wldeh Christianity npholdsi and others, though they 
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may not stimulate evil passions, are adapted to lessen the 
attachtnent of our youth to the principles of their education, 
ot even to rob them of their tenderness of conscience, anji-ia- 
alienate them, it ’may be by slow gradations, from.Mie fear of 
God. 1839. P. E. 1869. P. E. 

.3.*One feature of our times is the spread of doubt, and 
Danger of extreme forms of unbelief. Many minds, 

sceptical eminent in literature and in the successful investi- 

writings j 

•gation of natural science, have, in the absorbing 
pursuit of lower forms of truth, overlooked, doubted, or 
denied the existence of the higher. The popular reading of 
the day is more or less imbued with the views of men skilled 
in negation, some of whom are even zealous in the denial of the 
fundamental truths of the Christian religion. We earnestly 
desire that our dear Friends may be kept from this evil. 

We would caution them against all writings the tendency 
of which may be to weaken their allegiance to Christ, to 
create a disesteem or disrelish for Holy Scripture, or in any 
other way to enfeeble their capacity for engaging with quiet 
earnestness in the duties of life. And let parents and teachers 
watch carefully over the books and periodicals introduced 
into the family, and seek opportunities for directing the 
minds of the young to the perusal of such of the lives and 
writings of our faithful Friends, and of others of the Lord's 
devoted servants, as may instruct and confirm them in the 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, and in a course 
of heartfelt experience under the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit. 1869. P. E. 1878. P. E. 

4. Bear younger Friends, we feel* a lively concern that 
of of you may be in anywise beguiled from the 

fiimpHcity which is in ChrM; and we would 
afiectionately desire that in your intellednal 
purgaita you may be guarded agmnst puUkations, 
Of any other vehicles of <q^on, of which there are so 
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in the present day, in which the deep questions of moral 
truth are so treated that the natural depravity of man, and 
the absolute need of redemption, as set forth in the Gospel, 
are almost, if not altogether, set aside or overlooked* In 
however captivating a form the opinions thus set forth may 
appear, and however nciirly in some instances they may seem 
to approach to those glorious views of Gospel freedom yhich, 
as a Christian Church, we have ever maintained, we are 
X>ersuaded that no sound or j>ermanent reformation, either in 
ourselves or in others, can be ex|>eeted from them. Depraved 
and corrupted in the fall, the human heart cannot cleanse 
itself; and they that would thus work uj)on it in its unre- 
generate state, without r(*gard to the great truths of Christian 
redemption, can do no more than projiose the substituftion of 
one mode of scdfishness for another. The evil may change 
its form, but it is not eradicated : the soul, still weary and 
restless, is drawn no nearer to its God. 1850. 


SECTION IV. — ^UPRIGHTNESS AND INTEGRITY. 


Division 1. Business and Trade. 

1. Let Friends and brethren in their respective Meetings 

watch over one another in the love of Gotl and ^ , 

Cwution 

care of the Gospel; jiarticularly admonishing Againsi over- 
that none trade beyond their ability nor stretch 
beyond their comyiass; and that they use few words in 
their dealings, and keep their word in all things, lest 
they bring, through their forwardness, dishonour to the 
precious truth of God, 1675* 

2. As it hath pleased God to bring forth a day of liberty 
and freedom to serve Him, let every one have a 

care so to use this liberty, as that the name of 

God may be henonred by it ; and that no occat- «**®*^®**»^ 

mon be taken by any, because of the present freedom, to 
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laimch fortii into trading and worldly business beyond what 
they can man^e honourably and with reputation ; and so 
that tfiey may keep their word with all men, and that 
tfieir yea may prove yea indeed, and their nay may be nay 
indeed. 1688. P. E. ^ * 

3. It is eamesyy desired that the pa 3 rment of just debts 
Debt# to bo ^ delayed, by any professing Truth, beyond 
pimctuaUy the time agreed upon ; nor occasion of complaint* 
given to those they deal with by their back- 
wardness of payment where no time is limited; nor any 
to overcharge themselves with too much trading and com- 
merce, beyond their capacities to discharge with a good 
conscience towards all men ; and that all Friends be very 
careful not to contract extravagant debts, endangering the 
wronging of others and their families, which some have 
done to the grieving the hearts of the upright ; nor to 
break their promises, contracts, or agreements, in their 
buying or selling, or in any other lawful affairs, to the 
injuring of themselves and others, occasioning strife and 
contention, and reproach to Truth and Friends. And it is 
advised, that all Friends that are entering into trade, or that 
are in trade, and have not stock sufficient of their own to 
answer the trade they aim at, be very cautious of running 
themselves into debt, without advising with some of their 
experienced Friends. 1692. P. E. 

4* We warn all against a most pernicious practice, too 
much prevailing, which hath often issued in the 
Utter ruin of those concemed^therein, viz. that of 
^ raking and drcuiating a ffi^tious kind of paper- 

ore^t, by ^re ealied aocmnmodation bills, with isuhnsc^ 
mimU and aooe^nnoes, to give an appearanco oi vwImB 
wit^ut an inlxiitsie reality | a prac^ce highly imbeczxiiiiiig* 
1 ^^ whic^ on|^ to i^pear in evmy mmaaim 
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of our religioas Society ; aad of which practice we think 
it our mcombent duty to declare our disapprobatioiii as 
nbsoiately inconsistent with the truth we make profession of. 
1771. P. E. 

5. y^e would caution Friends against imprudently enter- 
ing into joint securities with others ; *by which cauUoti 
many innocent wives and children have Been 
inevitably and unexpectedly involved in ruinous 

and deplorable circumstances. Let Friends keep strictly on 
their guard that none, through any specious pretences of 
rendering acts of friendship to others with safety to them- 
selves, may risk their own peace and reputation and the 
security of their families. We commend the salutary advice 
of the wise man to their esi>ecial notice and regard : Be not 
thou one of them tliat strike hands, or of them that are 
sureties for debts. If thou bast nothing to pay, why should 
he take away thy bed from under thee ?” 1771. P. E. 

6. Those who, whilst honestly and diligently endeavouring 

to provide for their families, have to encounter ^ ^ 

many difhculties, have a strong claim on the makinglS^uea 
sympathy of their Friends: yet they need not 

fear, as they continue to place their whole trust in our 
heavenly Father, but that He will care for them in such 
a way as He sees meet. But if any are deviating from 
safe and regular methods of business ; if they are carried 
away by uncertain and hazardous, though plausible, schemes 
for getting rich ; if they yield to a desire rapidly to enlarge 
their possessions — such are in imminent danger. Tiitj 
cannot justly expect the blessing of the Most High on such 
pursuits $ their spiritual eye beomnes dim ; and tlmy do not 
perceive with clearness that light which would enaMe them 
to perfect holiness in the frar of God. 1^5. P. £. 

We feel acmKCm tlud^ ncme our Aem Frieudi maybe 
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tempted^ by the prospect of high rates of interest, to risk 
9nietempfca- their property in hazardous engagements; and 
that they may be very careful, before making 
^interest. any investment, to ascertain the extent of the 
responsibility involved, that their peace of mind may not be 
endangered, or the c^use of Truth be evil spoken of. *1849. 

8, We woulJl caution our dear Friends how they enter 

into engagements which may subject them to the 
leaven of the influence and example of individuals or bodies of 
world. men, whose minds are not under the regulating 
power of the Truth ; lest thereby a worldly standard should 
be substituted for that true tenderness of conscience which 
would not only preserve from injustice in dealing, but would 
lead us, in all things, to do unto others as we would that 
they should do unto us. 1846. P. E. 

9. Our brethren who are employed in agriculture, and 
Honest those who are engaged in the various branches of 

trade, claim our sjrmpathy. They may be much 
profits. tried by the small profits often resulting from a 
course of honest industry and diligent attention to business ; 
but it should never be forgotten that there is a standard of 
sterling integrity set before us in the New Testament, which 
the Christian trader should always keep in view. As this^ 
is the case, he will be honourable and just in his trans*- 
actions; he will have a true support under all his diflSealties, 
and he may ask the blessing of the Lord on his efforts to^ 
provide things honest in the sight of all men.*^ As he 
is concerned that his wants may be few, that his afiection 
may be set on things above, and that h6 may not be ensnared 
by the love of money, he will escape many a bitter pang andl: 
many an anxious toil. 1851. P. E. 

10. In the Divine eemiomy diligence in business is, m 
Bsoat casas^ neceswry for the snpiriiy ei cmr ordinary imnta. 
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And it is the great privilege of the Christian to feel that 
in the midst of earthly duty, however at times 
wearisome and perplexing, he may cast all his care 
upon his Father in heaven, and humbly rely uj>on 
his help and blessing. Yet we desire to give a 

moderation* 

watehVord, which, often as it has been, repeated, 
is still applicable to all^ — “ Ix>ve not the wo?^d, neither ^the 
things that are in the world." How great are the anxieties 
of those who spread their sails too wide u|)on the sea of 
commerce ; how bitter the distress which attends the wreck 
of their earthly ho}H?s. ‘‘ See then that ye walk circum- 
spectly, not as fools, but as wise ; redeeming the time.*' I.»et 
those who arc setting out in life be assured that no outward 
condition is more happy or blessed than that in which the 
desires, lK)unded by the Divine will, are content with modera- 
tion, satisfied with that which the Lord provides, .1865. P. E. 

11. In the recollection of the many solemn wjimingH of the 
past, we would bid all beware of that spirit which WatcU right 

hasteth to be rich,” and which so often leads those 
who give way to it, to trade beyond their ability, to bmanew. 
the great hurt of themselves and their families, and to the 
grievous injury of others. Even where speculations may ap- 
pear outwardly successful, how injurious to the Christian life is 
the over-burdening of the heart with worldly cares. Be upon 
the watch to know the right time for retiring from business. In 
these, and in all other things, seek, both for yourselves and for 
your children, to be limited by the will of God. 1872. P, E. 

12. Our symjiathy is awakened for those who may be 
gtruggling under burdens little known save unto SjmpaOiy 
the Searcher of hearts ; with whom the 

of business, the care of maintaining a family, the cumstMiees. 
freight of worldly engagements, are felt as a heavy load* 
Bear Friends, your Father in heaven knoweth aU four need. 
He never designed that you riionld bear your bnrdena 
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HBaided of Him. Commit your way unto Him in humble 
trust. How appropriate is the prayer, “Let integrity and 
upri^tness preserve me, for I wait on Thee.” “ Best in the 
*Lord and wait patiently for Him,” that He may guide you 
by his counsel, and that you may receive from Him your 
daily portion according to your need. Let care never prevail 
over faith. Thpugh some of you may think that you can do 
hut little for your Ix)rd, He is honoured in a course of d^ly 
submission, of patient continuance in well-doing, and of that 
thankful trust in which the promise is applied, “I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee.” 1 869. P. E. 


Division 2. On a frequent Inspection of Affairs and early Disclosure 
of Pecuniary Difficulties. 

1. We particularly advise young persons to be cautious 
Caution as to enter too hastily into business, and, from 

^ty entering the time of their being thus engaged, to be very 
careful to make themselves well acquainted with 
their annual income and expenditure. This would be greatly 
facilitated by their early adopting, and regularly pursuing, 
a clear and methodical system of keeping their accounts, in 
regard both to trade and domestic expenses. 1826. 


2. It is earnestly recommended, that PViends frequently 
Proquent inspect the state of their affairs, and, if reverses 
iojipoction of should occur, ascertain and know for themselves 
dear that they are fully justified, as honest, upright 
aoeounta. men, in going on with their business. Such an 
mpnnination would be greatly facilitated by all being very 
cnrefol to keep clear account^! ; that whether they be taken off 
hj deaths m whethear it be needful to exhilnt those acootint# 
to othersi the same may appear p^picuous and in^Hi^ble« 
imA we irould i^ecticmately encourage Friends who fimi 
theinseives in OmhanraasedtOr eveninfk>ubtful circninstiitces, 
to discloee their afiEairs to men of uprl|^t 
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wbjinn they can confide. €ach a timely procedure would, we 
beUeve, often save the reputation of individuals, call forth 
the respect and compassion of their creditors, and prevdht 
the keen sufferings of tender wives and innocent children, 
and such reproach as, in some instances, has been brought^ 
upon our high x)rofession. 1782, 1819. 

3. Those wIjo hold the pro|K»rty of others (and this may 

be said to be the case more or less with most „ , ,, 

Early dti- 

who are engaged in trade) are not warranted clo«ur«» of 
in neglecting to inform themselves from time to 
time of the real situation of their affairs. If men conceal 
fiom their nearest connexions in life a knowledge of the 
actual state of their property, they may deprive themselves 
of salutary counsel and of a kind [)artici|)ation in trouble ; 
family expenses may be incurred, and subsequent distress 
may ensue, which might have been avoided. 1826. 

4. Friends in struggling or embarrassed circumstances are 
cautioned to be mrticulariy careful not to pay 

, , * , frauaulent 

one creditor m preference to another. 1#82. preference. 

Division 3. Coimsol to those in Insolvent Circiunstances. 

1. It is the sense and judgment of this Meeting, if any 
fiedl idiort of paying their just debts, and a compo- 
sition be made with their crediU»rs to accept of 
a part instead of the whole, that, notwithstanding iogcompoM* 
fche parties may be legally discharged of any 
oUligaiion to pay the remainder, yet the principle 
of universal righteousness enjoins full s^is&ctimi to be 
if ever the debtors mre of ablBty. And in order that 
may ^ IMter retrieve their mmun^^ees, we exhort 
to submit to n manner of livu^ in every respect the 
m^eoiidii^ve to thisp 1739. P.IL 
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2. For you, dear Friends, who iTrom whatever cause are 
j^ceto ^^onght into pecuniary difficulties, and for your 
families, we feel an earnest desire that you may 
altered cir- be^ preserved from yielding to the peculiar temp- 
cumstaritee. incident to your situation ; that you may be 

enabled to make a right use of your trials, and that, 'through 
t]ie help of .the Lord, these trials may work together for 
your good. We believe that your comfort and peace of 
mind, and your future success in life, will be materially 
promoted by a willingness to come down at once to the true 
level which your altered circumstances require. 1848. P. E. 


Division 4. Advice as to the Making of Wills. 

1, Knowing how quickly many are removed by death, 

Wills to be weightily recommended that care be taken in 

made in time each Monthly Meeting that Friends who have 
of health ^ 

and sound estates to dispose of, by will or otherwise, be 
judgment, {^(jvised to make their wills in time of health and 
strength of judgment ; to prevent the inconveniences, loss 
and trouble that may fall upon their relations and friends 
through their dying intestate. Making wills in due time 
can shorten no man’s days, but the omission or delay 
thereof has proved very injurious to many. 1691. 1695. P. E. 
1703. P. E. 


2. Eecommended, that Friends who have young children 

Guardiims their wills appoint faithful Friends to be 

forinfasta. guardians to them till they come to the age of 
twenty-one years. 1706. 

3. Advised, that Friends in making their wills have a 
OhMrvlag strict regard to justice and equity, and be not 

actuated by caprice and prejudice, to the iiquiy 
those who may have a reasonable expectation 


^from their kindred and near connexion } that none 
(aithcmgh occasion may have been given or taken) carrv any 
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TOsentment to the grave, remembering that we all stand 
in need of mercy and forgivene^ : also that none postpone 
making their wills to a sick-bed, an imxjroper season to settle 
<Hir outward affairs, in the painful struggles of nature, even 
if we should be favoured with a clear understanding, which 
ought not to bo diverted from a solemn consideration of the 
approaching awful [)eriod of life. 

Friends are earnestly recommended to employ persons 
skilful in law and of good repute to make their wills; 
as great inconvenience and loss, and sometimes the ruin 
of families, have hapj^ned through the unskilfulness of 
some who have taken u|X)n them to make wills. They are 
also tenderly cautioned, in the making of their 
wills, against undue care as to the future. I^ng ngain«t too 
and intricate prorisions, as to contingencies which 
may never arise, often defeat their own ends hv hiture ow- 

. 1 .... . ’ tingenaa#. 

arousing undue expectations leading to improvi- 
dence ; or by creating doubts and dissension amongst those 
whom the testator may have wished to benefit. Even wheie 
arrangements may be legally secure, it is very questionable 
how far it is, in ordinary cases, consistent with a sound and 
enlightened judgment, to attempt, by our shortsighted post- 
humous provisions, to antieifiate the wants or responsibilities 
of those who must succeed us. 1782. ISOl. 1883. 

mcnOH V. — LIBERALITT AND B2KSV0LEKCE, AKD AGAINS!r 
COVBTOUSNlfflS. 

1. Let none strive or covet to be rich in this world, 
in these changeable tbings that will pass away, Bewswof 
tmt let your fiiith stand in the Lord God who cwetouMiwa. 
/^dhaages not, that created all^ and gives the increase of 
tdL Be on the watch against an ambitious and eovetons 
by which many are ensnared in an eager porsiut iff 
iwstiUy the danger iff which is thus described 
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by tbe apostle Paul : “ They that will be rich fall into temp- 
tation and a snare^ and into many foolish and hurtful lusts^ 
which drown men in destruction and perdition : for the love 
of money is the root of all evil ; which while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows.” Beware, therefore, dearly 
beloved, lest* you also, being led aside by the love of this 
world and the deceitfulness of riches, fall from your own 
steadfastness.” 1676. 1740. P. E. 

2. The great deception of mankind is that they look for 
The deceitful-happiness where it is not, are ensnared by the 
ness of riches, world and the deceitfulness of riches, 

which while some coveted after, they have erred from the 
ffidth,” have abused what they should have made good use of, 
and hurt themselves with the means given for the help of 
others ; the love of money shutting up their hearts from the 
exercise of charity in proportion to the substance bestowed 
on them. 1746. P. E. 


3. We fear that some of our youth are being trained in 

habits of expense in attire, furniture and attend* 
ance, which are not only inconsistent with the 
liabitiu simplicity of the Crospel, but absorb property 
which might be better employed in feeding the hungry, and 
time which might be occupied in visiting and cheering the 
habitations of human misery. The trimming of the vain 
world,” said our worthy Elder, William Penn, would clothe 
the naked one.” 1798. P. E. 

4. Cherish a dlspositicm for active t)enevolence« Iiet eaeli 

be ecstc^med to know ftxt himself in what way, 
biiMwilsaoa oonsi^^t with his private and sodal dntiei^ 
may enii^sy his tslm&ta ibr the good of others, and steady 
p e rsevere in what he may have ligb^y niidbrtakmi, wi^« a 
ewmtaiit reforence to IHviiie Messing; not witii a vito 



SKCT* V,] 


LIBBBALITT AKD BSNBY01«XKCB« 


127 


to popularity or ostentation, but in the simple performance 
of his duty as a wise and faithful servant, who must give an, 
account to his Lord at his coming. 1825. P. E. 

5. Let the Christian duty of visiting the sick be timely 
remembered and practised ; it having often left vidtiag 
comfort, ease, and sweetness upon the' spirits of thesick. 
many, to their very end, 1710. P. E. 

6. Blessed is he that eonsidereth the jx>or,” It is our 

desire that we may all of us be kept in that state irhodutyof 

of watchfulness from day to day, and in that sense con«d«Hi»g 

the poor. 

of our responsibility to God, in which we may be 
enabled to ascertain whether a due portion of our time, our 
sympathies, and our substance is devoted to the great duty 
of visiting the i^oot in our resiHJctive neighbourhoods, to the 
inspection of their condition, and to the relief of their wants. 
Let our dear young Friends consider whether a larger portion 
of their time, of the means they may have at their disposal, 
and of that which they could spare from the superfluities of 
life, might not be acceptably devoted to this object. The 
support of institutions whose object is the relief of human 
suflfering, however important, should not be substituted for 
the personal visiting of the poor in their own habitations, 
and the administering to their wants. 1844. P, E. 

7. The Christian is to abstmn from costly and worldly 
amusements. Restrained from a vain, a self-AecumuUtioii 
indulgent, or an imprudent expenditure, he 

be preserved from pammony and the snare of beiwficwMse. 
accumulating property to his own and his children's hurt. 
He will feel it a i^ligious duty to keep down accumu- 
lation, by a course of wise and large-hearted beneficence. 
Remember, dear Friends, that ycm are Imt stewards. Seek 
, clearly to discern how much of your Income, m of jwr 
laoperty, you might to spare, and in what manner it may 
he wdl and wisely distrilniied for the good of oth^ Some 
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of you are entrusted with large possessions. May yon seek 
for large supplies of grace and of heavenly wisdom. Leave 
it no^) to your successors to distribute that which you ought 
to dispense yourselves. Let all, whatever be their circum- 
stances, cultivate, from early years, the spirit of true liberality, 
according to their .means. “Lay not up for youi^elves 
treasures upoi\ earth.” Let nothing be given to self or 
to the world which ought to be given to Him. Neglect 
no opportunity of doing good, seeing that “ to him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 
1849. P. E. 1870. P. E. 1872. P. E. 1877. P. E. 

8. Habits of industry and thrift, important as they are 
in themselves, obviously tend to an increase of 
money and Worldly possessions, and lead without great watch- 
undue accumulation, which, in its turn, 
is apt to foster ease and self-indulgence, ending, 
in so many cases, in spiritual lethargy and death. 
Nor does the temptation arise only from the “ deceitfulness 
of riches.” “ The care of this world,” with' its distrust, un- 
tbankfulness and anxious forebodings, is a canker-worm 
that eats into the very vitals of the soul, whilst to all, 
of every age and class, the friendships, the pursuits and 
the allurements of the world offer themselves in many a 
captivating form ; and, where the mind has been more or 
less cultivated, under many a specious guise of taste and 
refinement. For all these things the love of Christ, pro- 
ducing love to Him, is the only efficient corrective. Tkds 
love, unselfish, large-hearted and spiritually wise, sheds its 
l^venly radiance upon all the circunistances in which the 
child the Lord can be placed. It leads him alwiys to give 
precedence to the things of the kingdom, and enables hii% 
inibie lUM^essaxy i^tenticm to the a&irs o£ this lifis, to keq^ 
s^tbin tbs limitations of his Father^s will. It is this which 
{pserves hhn in ipuituid health, quick of understanding In 
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the fear of the Lord, and tenderly sosceptible to the motioiis 
of his Spirit. He knows that he has nothing which he has 
not received ; and, as a &ithfal steward, he dares not to use 
as his own that which has been given him in trust for his 
Master. 1883. P. E, 

9. The love of money is apt Co increase almost imp^* 
eeptibly. That which was at hrst laboured after Lov««f 
under the pressure of necessary duty may, without 
gr^t watchfulness, steal ujwn the affections, and 
gradually withdraw the heart from God. The 
danger depends not upon how much a man has, but upon 
how much his heart is set upon what he has, and upon 
accumulating more. The trafficker in hundreds may be no 
less involved in the spirit of the world than the trafficker 
in thousands. Therefore watch, dear Friends, we entreat 
you not only in the beginning, but in the midst of your 
active career, yea, even to the very end of life, lest^yom 
reap from earthly care nought but vanity and vexation of 
spirit, or sink at last into the grave weary and oppressed,, 
laden as with thick clay. In all your business engagements, 
whether in smaller or larger concerns, as individuals or as 
partners with others, keep within the restraints of a tender- 
and enlightened conscience, quick to discern where the desire 
to serve the Lord in all things ceases, and the service iff 
self begins. Seek to have your hearts raised above the 
world, that you may live as strangers and pilgrims upon 
earth. May wealth or position never be your object in life. 
** If riches increase, set not your heart upon tbem.” Watch 
cnrefhlly, lest that whkb may have been originally Christian 
prudence degenerate into the habit and the love of aceoxnn** 
lation. Guard against an enfeebling indnlgenee even in 
lawM things. Enoouxmge a sfurit of Christian bountifulnesa. 
Let them that have but little to give, give that little cbear«» 
Mly acemding to their ability; and let those to whom a 

9 
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lax^r stewardship has been committed, be largely libeM in 
Mpro]^rtion to their means. 1858. P. E. 1869. P. E. 


SECTION VI. — COUNSEL TO EMPLOYERS. 

^1. A reiigiQus care is recommended toward our servants ; 
Religious appearance of pride, idleness, and vain 

interest in conversation in them may be discouraged, and 
. that they may be exhorted to attend public 
worship, and have a sense of God’s love upon then spirits, 
and therein partake of the sweetness of Truth ; and, in the 
discharge of their duty to God and to their masters and 
mistresses, know peace in themselves. 1718. 1861. 


2. We earnestly entreat that it may be the constant care 
For whom masters and mistresses properly to teach, 

aooount muat restrain and example those whom Providence 
hath placed imder them for their help, direction, 
and preservation, and for whom an account must be rendered ; 
Ininging them up in the fear of the I^ord. 1760. P. E. 


3. May those who employ servants, whether professing 

Delight m sympathize with them in their 

labours, delight to render them happy, and seek 
for that disposition that can lead than along as 
fellow-travellers in the road to the city of God. Various 
.are the means by which this may be attempted. The 
principal one certainly is, the keeping of the nodnd attentive 
to the discoveries of Truth*; and we desire that ^rvants may 
be made partakers of the benefits resulting firom the practice 
of reading thetSciiptures in the&mily, and finmiopportmii^ii^ 
rdirement.^ 1805. P.E. 188Si 

4. Om solidbouie has at this time been awakmed fiar oer 
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yoimg men employed as travellers in bosiness. Ibe tamp* 
tations to which they are often nnavoidahly mitgected^ ]mve. 
tended to draw aside some &om that simplicity, Cam for 
that purity of heart and thought, that strictmor^ity^ 
which Christianity requires. We*would submit to 
the seftous consideration of parents and employers, the extreme 
danger of sending forth into such 8er\ioe any»yodng penpns. 
whose religious principles and habits are not fixed ; and we 
would encourage Friends in different places, where those in 
this line of employment may travel, to continue to extend to 
them a kind and hospitable notice. 1816. P. E. 

5. This Meeting has been impressed with the importance 
of the exercise of a due care towards young Care tor 
persons who are taken as apprentices by Friends. 

It may be thought that an additional responsi- Matanta. 
bility attaches to the taking of members of our Society in 
that station, or as shopmen or servant s. But this Meeting 
thinks that if, from a sincere desire for the welfare of such 
individuals, Friends were willing to give a preference to 
cur own members, a real satisfaction would arise from it ; 
and let all who fill the station of master exercise a moral 
and religious care over those who are employed in their 
service. 

We are comforted in the persuasion that the care and 
instruction which many in early life have received in onr 
public schools have been a blasting to them, and we aure 
anxious that both their employers and other Friends in the 
Meetings in> which these and other young persons reside, 
may wideh over them for good, and be willing in various 
ways to show an affectionate interest in their com&at mid 
wdfiire* A few kind expressions arising from a solidtude 
lor their moral and sfmtual good,^ered in love as oppose 
tunities oocnr, may have more effect than is at the time 
^appreheiidedL 1328. 
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6. This Meeting recommends Friends who have the charge 
of servants and apprentices to make such domestic 
arrangements as may enable them to attend public 
wor^p*«id ^^rship duly and punctually, and to promote the 
lorreligioua employment by them of the portion not so occu- 
pied of the First-day of the week, in a ihanner 
.beaming the professors of the Christian name. They are also 
encouraged, as fiu as practicable, to arrange opportunities for 
their Christian instruction. 1833. 1870. P. E. 


SECTION VII. — CHRISTIAN LIFE IN ITS RELATION TO 
CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

1, Advised to walk wisely and circumspectly towards aU 
Walkdrcum-”^®®’ in the peaceable spirit of Christ Jesus„ 

giving no offence or occasion to those in out- 
p«^ble ward government, nor way to any controversies^ 
heats, or distractions of this world, about the 
kingdoms thereof ; but to pray for the good of all, and submrt 
all to that Divine power and wisdom which rules over the 
kingdoms of men. 1689. P. E. 

2. The corrupt and immoral practices which have firequentlj 
XHsoxders attended public elections are a scandal to the 
at eleotiom. Christian name, and would be very reproachful 
to any of our profession. We know how often drunkenness^ 
riot and confusion have characterised these contests; and 
we trust that Friends will not only k^p themselvesr un- 
spotted from such contamination, btft will give the wlude 
Wright of their mcample and influence to discourage and^ 
if potable, to put an end to th^ disgraceful proceedlugB* 
tm. im* 1883. 

S. We have ev^ maintained that it ia mt du^ to 
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all the enactments of civil government, except those by 
<which our allegiance to God is interfered with* ^ 

We owe much to its blessings; through it we 
onjoy liberty and protection in connexion with 
law and order ; and, whilst bound by our sense of iciwwe 

• ^nfriwy iil. 

religious conviction not to comply i^ith those 
requisitions which violate our Christian principles, we dqpire 
aver to be found amongst those who are quiet in the land*'; 
a condition favourable to true Christian patriotism, and in 
which services highly valuable and useful may be rendered 
to the community. 1843. P. E. 

4. The position of our members in connexion with the 
laws which have rendered them eligible for civil XjXvioewto 
offices, from which they have long been excluded, offioe*. 
has excited our concern. We are not about to discourage 
any one from taking his proper share in those services 
which, as a member of the community, be may be rightly 
called to perform, and which involve no compromise of our 
Christian principles. But we desire that, when the oppor- 
tunity of choice is afforded, our dear B’riends may seriously 
consider the responsibilities which they are required to take 
upon themselves, and the temptations to which they may be 
exposed. Do not satisfy yourselves, dear Friends, that it is 
merely lawful; but also ascertain whether it is for you 
expedient. Beware lest you be influenced by any other 
motives than those which will bear the test of Christiaii 
principle acting on an enlightened conscience. 

And let those who enter on any public office be concerned, 
in the first place, to ltdfil its duties iu the fear of the Lcmi, 
taking for his help, and diligently and fiuthfitHy perffirnung 
tile trust reposed in them, as those who have to render an 
necount^ not to man only, but to 6kid. We d^dre that cw 
dter fribends may, on these ocemnons, support in simpUoily 
aoid fideliiy all those testimonies which dutingnish ns frdn 
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others ; resting, as these testimonies do, on no other foundation 
4hax^the great principles of Christianity. Fulfil the law of 
immutable righteousness; uphold the standard of truth** 
speaking and infiezible integrity in all things ; watch over 
your spirits, that you be not leavened into the spirit of 
the world ; never aHow principle to yield to the inrfuence 
pf party combination, but pursue in humility the course of 
Christian independence. In thus discharging in the Divine 
fear your duties among men, you will be made rich in tie 
inestimable treasure of a good conscience, be* enabled to 
grow in Christian vigour and experience, and be of those 
preachers of righteousness who, bringing forth the firuit of 
the Spirit, do, by their good works, glorify our Father who 
is in heaven. 1836. 1883. 

5. The liability of Friends, in the present state of the law, 
Coimsdi M to to be called upon to fill magisterial offices, has 

led us to take a serious review of the character 
ofiUsM. of such offices, and of the nature of the duties 
connected with them. We continue to entertain a high 
sense of the just authority of civil magistracy. The nature, 
however, of some of the duties which, in the present state 
of the civil and political institutions of our country, are 
attached to the magisterial office, is such as to demand 
the prayerful consideration of Friends before undertaking 
the responsibilities which they involve. May our memherB 
be especially watchful that no such undertaking in knywise 
mars the work of the Lord in their own hearts, or interferes 
with their true line of service in the Churcffi. 1838. 1847. 
1883. 

6. We continue to be deeply impressed with the awfid 

sutgect of capital punMiment. We bd^ievu that, 
to a* very great extent, it fidls to produce tlio 
^ effect of dcftating from the ccmimlaakm of taSmfy. 

to maume to drtcKixiiao, by Ida tana 
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and decisions, the period at wM(di his feUow-xnan* shall cease 
to exist in this world ; when all opportunity for repentance 
terminates, and when the criminal, however unprepared he ’ 
may be, is hurried into the presence of the Judge of the 
whole earth ? We commend this solemn sab|ect to the vcgry 
serioua attention of our members, and would encourage them 
to seek, under the influence of the wii^om which is from 
above, to promote that close examination of {he matter ty* 
our countrymen and our rulers, which may so enlighten 
their undcrst^dings, as to hasten the day when the punish-- 
ment of death shall be wholly abolished. 1816. 1847. 

1883. P. E. 


SECTION VIII. — ^ADVlCE TO E1IIGRANT8« 

1. This Meeting has been introduced into feelings of 
sympathy in behalf of our members who may ctemwl 
contemplate emigration, either singly or in amtkms. 
families, to distant countries. We strongly recommend 
our Friends, on all such occasions, to take counsel of 
their brethren before entering on an undertaking of such 
importance. We also desire, in much affection, to offer a 
word of caution to such, that they be not hastily induced by 
the prospect of outward advantage to engs^e in a movement 
m fraught with important consequences, but that in single-- 
ness of heart they seek for Divine direction, whereby they 
may be &voured to know the place of their right idlotment, 
wheih^ at home or abroad. We would especially entreat 
them to guard against the iuduence of an impatient or 
restless spirit, which ^wcmld lead them, under the pressure 
pment difrkxdties or disoouzagement, to seek in forei^ 
lands those tempmel advantage which may not seem to he 
earily ii^lainalde home, and wherel^ they may expofe 
tibemselves and their fianilies to mndbi disadvantage in 
to th^ religious intermts. Many are the dimgms 
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attending a hasty and tmadvised movement of this kind ; 
oar safety consists in being willing to commit all our ways 
to the Most High. In regard to this subject, as well as 
to every other important undertaking connected with the 
affair8*ot this life, we desire to remind our dear Friends of 
the gracious protnige to those who seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, even that all things necessary 
shall be added. 1839. 

2. We would entreat those who may establish themselves 
KfleponaibiHty^^ newly settled countries to reflect upon the 
responsibility which attaches to them, when they 
heathen. are the neighbours of uncivilized and heathen 
tribes. It is an awful but indisputable fact, that most 
settlements of this description, besides dispossessing the 
natives of their land without equivalent, have hitherto been 
productive of incalculable injury to the moral and physical 
condition of the native races ; which have been thereby more 
or less reduced in numbers, and in some instances completely 
exterminated. Earnestly, therefore, do we desire that all 
those under our name, who may emigrate to such settle* 
ments, may be careful neither directly nor indirectly to inflict 
injury upon the natives, but that they may, on the contrary, 
in their whole conduct, exhibit the practical character of that 
religion which breathes “ Glory to God in the highest ; on 
earth peac^, good will toward men.” As this is their aim, 
they will not only exert thmnselves to check the evils which 
are but too generally inflicted by the whites upon thehr 
feebler neighbours, but will be solicitous to do their part 
in endeavouring to diffuse amongst them the blessings of 
Obristiaiiity and dviliza^on; which will prove the beat 
means of preventing thdr extermination, and raiatiag 
timn tn the ffdl enjoymmit of thdr rights. 



CHAPTER X. 

CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY. 


Section I. — ^Government of Christ in the Ohnrch as opposed to 
Ecclesiastical or Homan Assumption. 

Division 1. Ecclesiastical Assumption and Claims. 
2. Liberty of Conscience. 3. National Fasts and 
Rejoicings. 

„ n. — On’^Oaths. 

„ HI. — On War. 

„ rV. — On Slavery and the Slave Trade, 
y, y.— Burials and Mourning Habits. 


SECTION I. — ECCLESIASTICAL ASSUMPTION. 

1. We believe that the refusal of all ecclesiastical demands 
was laid upon our forefathers as a testimony against Tentimony 
the corruptions ;of the Church, and to the spiritual of our 

predUscseaiofa. 

reign and^govemment of Christ ; and that, in the 
patient endurance of persecution in consequence of this paurt 
of their Christian profession, they were evidently owned of 
their Lord. 1841. P. E. 

2. Our testimony against tith^ and forced maintenance in 

this Gospel day, being received from 0[irist our ^ 

Head and High Priest, is not of our own making ^^****^***J^ 
or imposing, nor from the tradition of men, but ” 

what we have fiom Him by whose Dirine power htanaaeliA 

we were raised up to be a people, and by whiek 

been preserved to this dby ; knowing iimt this nunistry and 
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Gtwpel ai!e free according to his own express command. 

Freely ye have received, freely give.” 1701. P, E. 

• 

3. We have uniformly entertained the belief, on the 

• authority of Holy Scripture, that when, in the 
ground » « , 

the fulness of time, according to the all-wise pu|poses 
pf our blessed Lord and Saviour appeated 

personally upon earth, He introduced a dispensation pure 
and spiritual in its character. He taught by his own holy 
example and divine precepts that the ministry of the Gospel 
is to be without pecuniary remuneration. As the gift is free, 
the exercise of it is to be free also; the office is to be 

hUed by those only who are called of God by the power of 

the Holy Spirit — who, in their preaching as well as in their 
circumspect lives and conversation, are giving proof of this 
call. The forced maintenance of the ministers of religion is 
in our view a violation of those great privileges which God, 
in his wisdom and goodness, bestowed upon the hunian race 
when He sent his Son to redeem the world, and, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, to lead and guide mankind into all truth. 

Our blessed Lord put an end to that priesthood, and to all 
those ceremonial usages coxmected therewith, which were 
before divinely ordained under the law of Moses. The 
system of tithes was not in any way instituted by Him 
our holy Head and High Priest, the great Christian 
Lawgiver. It had no existence in the purest and earliest 
ages of his Church, but was gradually, introduced, as sap^« 
sition and apostacy spread over profesdng Christendom, 
and was subsequently enforced by legal authority. In thus 
milordng, as due ^*to God and holy Churdh,^ a tithe upm 
the produce of the earth and upon the increase c( hacii 
if the field, an attempt was made to uphold and peupetua^ 
It lKviim iq^polnted only for a time, hoi irh^ 

WM ahn^ted 1^ Hie ocmdng in the fleHi of the Lord Jesus 

# iNMia e. , 
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ChriBi, The vesting of power> hj the laws of the land, in the 
king assisted by his council, whereby arUeles of bdief have, 
been framed for the adoption of his sabjeets, and under wliich 
the support of the teachers of these articles .is enforced, is in 
onr judgment a procedure at variance with the wh<^e jicope 
and ddsign of thp Gtospel ; and as it violates the rights of 
private judgment, so it interferes with that responsibility ^by 
which man is bound to his Creator. 1832. 

4. The blessings and privileges of the Christian dispensa* 
tion are, in our apprehension, great ly interfered EodiMlMtioiA 
with by the systems of human invention 
duced into the worship of God, under which a 
certain order of men assume a power in the Church inoon- 
sistent with the free exercise of those gifts which it may 
Xdease the Lord to confer. This assumption was one of the 
earliest, and it continues to be the source of some of the 
most grievous, corruptions of the professing Church. 

We feel truly grateful to Almighty God for that large 
measure of religious liberty which, after a protracted period 
of cruel sufteriugs, has long been afforded to our religious 
Society. We love our country, and we are, in the largest 
sense of the term, a Protestant Church. But we believe 
that by continuiamg to usurp authority over couscieuce iu the 
exercise of the civil power, by maintaining established fomm 
of worship, and by obliging men to contribute to those which 
they coBscieutimisly disapprove, one of the worst features of 
the apostacy is retained. We think that, with a right sense 
of the inestimable value of reiigioas truth, no truly consdesH 
Gous could ynxL in supporGs^ rites and practices whidh 
he belteves to be oontarary to the law of Christ and to the 
spirit of his religion; and still less emiM he impose the 
of his own ley^^ 

ihoeewhodi^ Tm religimi undoal)tedly 

nsto^otoothmaa wewoiridlhiii^tli^s^ 
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eitabUsbment hy law of one system of faith and observance 
.as the recognized religion of the state, and a legal provision 
for the use of all the sects into which a nation may be 
divided, ^appear to ns to be both unwarranted ; the former as 
being an assumption of exclusive rule, the latter as treating 
the great questions of religion as matte];s of indif[^ence. 
.18^5. P. E. 1861. 

5. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” 

The freedom of Gospel ministry, and the libeiifcy of all the 

Teatunony to members of the Christian Church to exercise 

liberty for the gifts bestowed upon them by its Holy Head, 
toe exercise y • 

of spiritual have been among the most prominent testimonies 

of our religious Society. In the fear of God, our 
early Friends protested against the exercise of authority over 
conscience in matters between man and his Creator, and 
against the assumption by any one individual, to act as the 
sole agent for the people in their assemblies for Divine worship. 
We believe that this arrangement, by which the conducting 
of services in a Christian congregation rests with the minister, 
and the hearers are precluded from the exercise of spiritual 
gifts in the public worship of God, is a departure fk»in 
primitive Christianity. In regard to these things, beloved 
Friends, accept the word of truest exhortation : “Stand &st 
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.” 1843. P. E. 


6. In withdrawing the Query on the subject of eccl^* 
demands, and in discontinuing the returns 
of distraints, we think it right to make tlm 
foltowing statement. For, many yean aaer the 
passing of the Tithe Commutatifm Act^ ' imr 
sMiod members, as a body, declined the payment of 
what In its commuted form was, at Ihe tlin% 
believed by thmn *to be, b<^ in its root mA 
filmic , 
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nature^ the same as tithe. But there were some in various 
parts of the country who considered that the character of 
the impost had been materially changed. This conviction 
gradually spread ; and as the practical working of the Act 
came to be more and more understood, it became apparent 
that, ih the opinion of many of our members, the Tithe Kent* 
charge had, by the alteration in the law, assumed the character 
of a charge upon the land, for the application of which the 
payer could not be held responsible; and which, in the 
purchase or tiring of land, was necessarily taken into account 
in estimating its value. Impressed with these views, a large 
proportion of our members were brought to the conclusion 
that they could no longer conscientiously refuse the payment. 
In this state of things, whilst expressing no judgment upon 
the question now raised under the altered circumstances, this 
Meeting believes that the time has arrived when the mode 
of bearing this testimony must be left to the individual 
consciences of Friends. At the same time we desire to 
express our sympathy with those who may still believe that 
the change in the law has made no change in the character 
of the impost, and that it is still a payment against which, as 
regards both its origin and its application, they are bound 
to protest. 

In expressing this judgment we would adectionately 
remind our members that, how much soever the mode of 
bearing it may vary, the testimony remains. Our views 
on the free and immediate operation of the Holy S|mt; 
on the Presidency of Christ in the Chnrch ; on that which 
constitute the call and qualification of all true Gospel 
ministry ; and on th# worship of God in spirit and in truths 
remain nnchanged. In the faee of so much in professing 
Churches that tends to create a dependence upon outward 
erdinanoes, we desire still to bear an earnest testimony to 
Gie inmedia^emasoi the Saviour^s presence andininistiallcin. 
The hierarchical system, with its ritual and has 
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no place in the New Tefitament. The invitation, Gome 
.unto me, — will give you rest,” is free from all priestly 
intervention. Whosoever will,” may come immediate 
' to Him the AMghty Saviour. The work of the ministry 
of the Gospel is not limited to any particular class or order 
of liien ; neither is. worship dependent upon the pitesence 
of^an outward, minister. Wherever the two or the three 
are truly gathered in the name of Christ, there is He “ in 
the midst of them ” ; and there is a Church. How un^e 
is that condition of mind which associates Christian worship 
with pomp and ceremony ; or that can view it as a gorgeous 
spectacle or an outward show. “ God that made the world 
and all things therein, dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands.” The Most High cannot be worshipped by proxy. 
He looketh at the heart, and requires heart-service in humble 
dedication to Him. 

The union of the Church with the State derives no support 
from the New Testament. It involves the intrusion of the 
secular power into spiritual concerns, which are not within 
its rightful province. It is an unwarrantable interference 
’ with the rights of conscience, and with the prerogative of the 
great Head of the Christian Church. 'With these convictions 
we cannot but earnestly desire that Friends everywhere 
may continue to bear a faithful and open testimony against 
hierarchical systems in every form. May they se^ to avail 
themselves of every right opportunity to promote sound 
Scriptund views on this great subject among their fellow- 
X%ristians, and in the world at large; and seek for grace 
and wisdom to take thehr part in the winning dt souls to 
. Obzist, in accordance with those precimis principles dT his 
Iree Gospel which we aamredly believe to be adapted for 

m. im. 



CHAPTEB X. 

(CoTUtnued.) 

QHEISTIAN TESTIMONY. 


SECTION II. — LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 

1. That conscience should be free, and that, in matters of 
religious doctrine and worship, man is accountable ^ ^ 
only to God, are truths which are plainly declared 
in the New Testament, and confirmed by the whole the ihing« 
scope of the Gospel, and by the example of our 
Lord and his disciples. The command, “ Render unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that 
are God’s,” points at the true limits of the civil j)ower. Tiie 
emphatic inquiry of the apostles Peter and John, “ whether 
it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye ” (put, as it was, as a sufficient 
reason for disobeying an express command of the Council 
at Jerusalem to refrain from preaching the then new truths 
of the Gospel), practically illustrates what those limits are. 
And, on the other hand, the langui^e of the apostle Paul 
addressed to the converts in Rome, even under such a prince 
m Nero, shows plainly that, in purely civil matters, the 
CSmstlaii is to he subject to the civil authorities, and ccm- 
sequently that liberty of oonsdenoe is not to be used as an 
excuse 'fix anyUihig that is inconristent with our duty to our 
ueig^bhour, or vfth our peaoeaUe sabjeotiyou to law and order 
ihlsga secular. 
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How beautiful is the harmony thus set forth between true 
king- conscience in things pertaining to Grod, 

domjQotof and true obedience to the magistrate in things 
pertaining to civil government. How clear, again, 
is the evidence 'furnished by the New Testament and by the 
conduct of the early Christians, that the kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Cl^st is not of this world, and is not to be 
advanced by the sword ; and that, in matters of ftith, we 
are not to yield our convictions to political authority, nor 'to 
shape our conduct by the decisions of the pi;pces of this 
world ; that we are even to suffer wrong and take it patiently; 
and that the blessing of Him whom we call Master and Lord 
rests not upon the persecutors, but upon those who are 
persecuted for righteousness* sake. The New Testament 
gives no warrant to the civil government for indicting tem- 
poral punishments on the professors of one particular creed, 
in respect only of their religious opinions, or for bestowing, 
on the like grounds, temporal emoluments on the professors 
of another. 

2. We plead for no license to do wrong : we advocate no 
liberty of weak indulgence to the workings of unbridled 
in^ftgiMtion or passion: we plead for liberty of 
to do wrong, conscience toward God. To rule over the con- 
science, and to command the spiritual allegiance of his 
creatures, is his high and sacred prerogative. To prohibit 
by law the doing of that which ccmscience enjoins as a 
religious duty, and which in no wise interferes with the just 
requirements of civil order, is to assume a jurisdiction fixr 
which the Supreme Judge has given gio warrant under the 
Gospel : whilst to enforce the performance of services, under 
the idea of religion, upon those who believe such services to 
be uncalled for, or for them even positively siitfiil, muit 
surriy be highly offensive to a pure and holy God. In 
religion every act ought to be free; a forced worship is 
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plainly a contradiction in terms under that dispensation in 
vhicb, according to the declaration of our Lord Himseli^ tiiey 
that worship the Father most worship Him in spirit* and 
in truth.” And^ in our apprehension, every assembly which* 
is held, with open doors, for the sole purpose of the public 
worship of God, ought to be free from all interruption or 
molestation, and is entitled to the protection of the givil 
power. 1856. 1878. 

3. It is o^ conviction — a conviction which is, we submit, 
abundantly confirmed by the i«ist history and Thi.Ub«t, 
present condition of Great Britain and of the <»«* 

tribvitat to 

other nations of Euroi)e — ^that the thorough weli^ of 
maintenance of the principles of true liberty of 
conscience greatly contributes to the temporal as well as the 
spiritual welfare of nations. It promotes the increase among 
them of the number of upright and faithful subjects aud 
citizens, — men fearing God and discharging their various 
duties to his glory, and to the benefit of their country. 
These are the men who are the real strength of the Govern- 
ment under which they live, and who afford a security to 
the State which nothing else can equally confer. 1856. 
1878. 


10 
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(^Qontinued.) 

CHKISTJAN TESTIMONY. 


SECTION III. — ^NATIONAL FASTS AND REJOICINGS. 


1. Advised, that Friends keep to- their wonted example and 
Aranst fluper- testimony against the* superstitions observance 

sutious obser- 

v«nce of days, of days. 1691. P. E. 


2. It is well known tliat we regard it as a Christian 
Days of testimony, to refrain from uniting in many of 
thanksgiving. demonstrations of joy which prevail on 

occasions of public rejoicing. They not unfrequently lead 
to practices inconsistent with that meek and quiet spirit 
which should clothe the disciple of Jesus, and they are 
often an inlet to excesses which estrange the mind from 
God. It is not in this way that we should manifest our 
gratitude for national blessings ; but by endeavouring, 
through redeeming love and power, to live more and more 
in the spirit of the Gospel, and thus to hold out an example 
of genuine Christian conduct, 1814. P. E. 1861. 


3. We believe that at times the Lord is pleased, in an 
NidioiMl especial manner, to visit nations by his judgments, 
and that they call for deep humiliation before 
Him, and for that repentance which includes a real turning 
away from all our evil works. This was the great feature 
of that memorahle frist which obtained the Divine frivonr lor 
Nineveh, aft^ the prophet had been sent to pronounce its 
destmctimi. true and aoceplable frst to the hard waa 
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declared by the prophet Isaiah to be, not the bowing of the 
head for a day, but the right performance of acts of justice 
and mercy. How loudly then are we, as Christians, called 
upon to bewareT of depending upon any temporary or external 
performances, and to observe that daily and continual fast, 
whi^h consists in the obedient homage of the soul to its 
Almighty Creator and Redeemer. It is the great dttfy .of 
Chri^^tians so to live that, when public calamities visit a 
nation, their sense of the chastening whicli is laid upon 
them ma^ be manifested by a humiliation of soul, under 
feeling of that constant dex>endence upon God in which 
our spiritual strength so greatly consists. 

The imposition of religious exercises by the civil govern- 
ment, we conceive to be an infringement of the rights of 
conscience, and an intrusion on his prerogative whose right 
it is to rule there. We have thought it right, as a religions 
Society, to abstain from the observance of days set apart, 
without a Divine direction, for the religious commemoration 
of particular events, or for national humiliation under pecu- 
liar trials; and when we consider that the orders foaMauch 
observances in this country are issued under the authority 
of the Sovereign, as the head of the Church of England, 
we feel additionally bound, with meekness, to refuse com- 
pliance with such orders, and thereby to testify against that 
usurpation which we believe to be anti-Christian. 

Whilst supporting these our views of the libarty of the 
Gospel, let us be careful to prove, by our conduct and 
conversation, that we walk in the fear of God, and do indeed 
believe that He rules in the kingdoms of men. >Iay we 
increamngly eherislst that true love of our country, which 
would lead os frequently to the throne of grace on Its 
behalf that so, whilst we cannot lift up the sword in its 
defence, our prayers and intere^ions may ascend availh^ly 
to Him in whose band are the prosperity of nations, mid 

im lUt. 1861. 
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(^Continued.) 

CHKISTIA.N TESTIMONY. 


SECTION IV. — ON OATHS. 

1. Advised, that our Christian testimony be faithfully 

Testimony maintained against the burthen and imposition 

%und<^ on of oaths, according to the express prohibition of 
prohibition ^ ^ ^ 

of Ohriat and Christ, and also of the apostle James : “Ye have 

la a|>o«tle. been said by them of old time, 

thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the 

Lord thine oaths ; but I say unto you, Swear not at all ; 

neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne ; nor by the earth, 

for it is his footstool ; neither by Jerusalem, for it is the 

city of the great King; neither shalt thou swear by thy 

head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black : 

but let your communication be, Yea, yea ; Nay, nay ; for 

whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.” “ But above 

all things, my brethren, swear not ; neither by heaven, 

neither by the earth, neither by any other oath ; but let 

your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into 

condemnation.” 1693. P. £. 1782. 

2, In the year 1833 an Act was passe<|^(3 & 4 William IV., 

^ cases, to the affirmation, of 
Friends the legal force and effect of an oath.* 
la «a IAMB. Thus has the testimony of our religions SodLety 
ugainstali swearing been, through progressive steps, recognised 

* The Aei showing the idtoistion of Friends wss ^ Statute, 
eommonlyeidied hie Toleration Act, t W. A H., Sen. 1, e. a 13. This 
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by the legislature, until at length, in this respect, every 
obstacle is removed to a full participation with our ^fellow- 
countrymen in all civil duties and privileges. We cannot 
but regard this important result, although not solicited by 
us, as happily indicating more enlarged and enlightened 
vie^s than have heretofore prevailed, in regard to Christian 
liberty and the rights of conscience. 1834. 1861. 

3. The following is an extract from the Act referred to : — 

“ Whereas it is expedient and reasonable that the solemn 
aflfirmation of persons of the persuasion of the Extract frcm 
people called Quakers, and of Moravians, should St. 8 it 4 
be allowed in all cases where an oath is or shall 
be required; be it therefore enacted by the Kings pnost 
excellent majesty, by and with the tuiviee and consent of th« 
lords spiritual and teini)oral, and commons, in this present 
parliament assembled, and by the authority of the siime, 
That every j)erson of the persujision of the j>eople called 
Quakers, and every Monivian, be ]K.Tmitted to make his or 
her solemn affirmation or declaration, instcjul of taking an 
oath, in all places and for all xmrposes whatsoever where an 
oath is or shall be required, either by the common law or 
by any Act of Parliament already matle or hereafter to be 
made ; which said affirmation or declarcition shall be of the 
same force and effect as if he or she had tnken an oath in 
the usiml form ; and if any such person making such solemn 
afhrmation or dechiration shall be lawfully convicted, wilfully, 
falsely, and corruptly to have affirmed or dechired any matter 
or thing which, if the same had been in the ustuil form, 
would have amounted to wilful and corrupt perjury, he or 
she shall incur the same jenalties and forfeitures as by the 
laws and statutes of this realm are enacted against f>er8ons 
convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury, any law, statute, or 


was afterwards extended by St. 7 & 8 W. III., c. 34 ; and, the form 
of affirmation having” l>een simplified St. 8 Geo. I., c. 6, it was 
by St. 22 Geo. n., c. 46, made applicable to all casea exorat criminal 
cases, and the oatl^ required for serving on juries, or for bearing 
office or place of profit in die Govermnent. The St. 8 & 4 W. IV:, 
c. 48, mentioned m the text, finally made the affirmatiaii of a Friend 
equivalent to an oath in every case in which an oath can be leg^y 
zequiied. Hudb information as to the earlier effiorts on ibis subjeet 
win be fbund in George Whitehead*s “ Christian Progrm,** 635—686 
•ad 646— 655. 
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custom to the oontriury notwithstanding: Provided always, 
th|it every such aflEirmation or declaration shall be in the 
words .Allowing : (that is to say) 

• ‘ J, A. B., being one of tlie people called Quakers [or one of 
the jpersuaiion (rf*the people called Quakers^ or of me UniM 
Br^ren called Moravians^ as the case may be], do solemnly^ 
svnmrelyy and truly declare and affirm,' " 

• 4 . Ve entreat that, when any Friend has occasion to 
Caution aa affirmation, he be very considerate and’ 

to giving sure of the truth of what he is about ^to affirm, 
remembering that “ a false witness shall not be 
unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall not escape,” and 
that^ the command, “ Thou shalt not bear false witness,” is 
equally binding under the Gospel as under the law. They 
who are called upon to give endence are reminded that their 
testimony is required, not as to what they may believe upon 
the assertion or statement of others, however credible ; but 
as to what they themselves know from their own know- 
ledge. If a due sense of the obligation to truth-speaking 
adequately rests upon the mind, its effect will be manifest, 
even in the deportment of those who are gi\ing evidence. 
18S4. 1883. 


5. The following summary may be found useful by way 
Summary of information as to the present state of the law 

pcuKeut state upon this subject. *By enactments of the legis- 
lature subsequent to the Act 3 & 4 William IV., 
c. 49, above xeferred to, the right to make an affirmation in 
lieu of an oath has been extended to persons having formerly 
been Friends or Moravians ; also, in many cases, to any 
persons who are unwilling from alleged conscientious motives 
to be sworn, and of the sincerity of whose objection the * 
or other person authorised to take an oath is mtisfied. 
Tbd form of affirmation in such a case, under the statute 
17 A 18 Viot., e. 125, relating to witnesses in civil {sroceed- 
ings, is as ffiUows : 
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‘‘J, A.B., do Bolemdyy sincerely ^ and truly ajgirm and 
decUije that the taking of any oath cbccordi/ag to my 
religious belief y unlawfid; and I do also solemnly y sifScerel^y 
and truly affirm and declare,'' etc. 

• « 

By the statute 31 & 32 Viet., c. 72, which now regulates 
the form of the oath of allegianoe, ivud of certaiu official, 
judicial, and parliainentary oaths therein ^specified, it is 
enacted as follows (Sect. 11): 

“ When an oath is required to taken under this Act, every 
person forHhe time being by law permitted to make a solemn 
affirmation or declaration instead of taki'ng an oatK may, 
instead of taking such oath, make a solemn affirmation in the 
form of the oath hereby appointed, substituting the words 
‘ solemnly, sincerely, and truly declare ami affrm,' for *the 
word ‘ swear,' and omitting the words ‘ So help me God.' " 

The following schedule of all the unrepealed Acts of Par- 
liament relating to this subject is taken from the 7th edition 
(1881) of the Index of Statutes prei>ared by the Statute Law 
Committee, under Govenimcnt authority. The letters E., S., 
and L, denote that the Acts refer to England, Scotland, and 
Ireland respectively. Acts not so distinguished, refer to the 
United Kingdom generally. 

Affirmation or Declaration in lien of Oath 

Bj Qoakm and Moravians . . 3 & 4 Will. IT., c. 40. 

By Quakers in criminal cases in 

Scotland . . . . 5. 0 Geo. IV., c. 29, a 13. 

By Quakers in excise matters 7 A 8 Geo. lY., c. 53, s. 30. 

By persons having been Quakers 

or Momvums . . 1 A 2 Yict., c. 77 

By Separatists x . . 3 A 4 WiU. lY., c. 82. 

By person objecting from oonscientions motivee to tdee an oath 
in dvil proceedings, Engl ai d . JS117 A 18 Viet., c. 125, sa 20, 21. 

„ „ * Irteland . /. 19 A ^ Wict., c, 102, as. 2^24* 

in probate proceedingsi, England JE. 20 A 21 Yict*, c. 77, a 27. 

„ „ Ireland. /. 20A21Tict.,c.79,a32. 

in ma^imonial causes, England . E. 20 A 21 Ytci., a 85, sa 49, 50* 
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in matrimonial causes, Ireland . J. 34 & 35 Tict., c. 49, ss. 14, 19. 

^ in Englii^ informations and pro- 
<{eedingB at law on revenue 

side of exchequer, England . JST. 28 & 29 Viet., c. 104, ss. 22, 35. 
in criminal proceedings, England 
and Ireland .... EJ, 24 & 25 Viet., c. 66 
in civil or criminal proteedings, 

^cotland* . . . S. 28 & 29 Viet, c. 9 

By jurors in civil or criminal proceedings, objecting from conscientious 
motives to take oath ; statement thereof in legal proceedings : — 

England * 

Scotland 

Ireland 

By persons required to take oath 
of allegiance, official oath, 
or judicial oath . 

Words “ oath,” “ “ swear,” affida- 
vit,” in all Acts to include 
affirmation, declaration, af- 
firming, and declaring 

N.B. — The foregoing schedule does not include certain enactments 
relating to persons objecting to take oaths, or objected to as incom- 
petent to take them, on the ground of want of religious belief. It 
must also be borne in mind that there are still (speaking in the year 
1883) special cases to which tie Acts enumerated do not extend, as,, 
for example, the admission to practise as a Solicitor, in which legal 
effect is not allowed to the affirmation of individuals not being either 
Friends or Moravians or Separatists, who have a conscientious objection 
to the taking of an oath. 


6 & 7 Viet., c. 80, 8. 2. 
E, 30 & 31 Viet., c. 35, s. 8. 
S. 31 & 32 Viet., c. 39. 

/. 6 & 7 Viet., e. 85, s. 2. 

J. 31 & 32 Viet., c. 75. 


31 & 32 Viet., c. 72, s. 11. 


13 & 14 Viet., c. 21, s. 4. 



CHAPTER X. 

(^Corttinueii.) • 

CHEISTIAN TESTIMONY.* 


SECTION V. — ON WAR. 

1. We feel bound explicitly to avow our continued un- 
shaken persuasion that all war is utterly incom- wv incom- 
patible with the plain precepts of our Divine 
Lord and Lawgiver, and with the whole spirit 
and tenor of his Gosjk;! ; and that no plea of necessity or 
of policy, however urgent or jieculiar, can avail to release 
either individuals or nations frona the paramount allegiance 
which they owe unto Him who hath said, “ Love your 
enemies.” To carry out such a profession consistently is 
indeed a high attainment, but it should be the aim of 
every Christian. 1854. P. E.- 

2. The Christian and truly Scriptural testimony of our 
religious Society against all war is as precious ^ 

to us as ever it was. We dare not believe that^P”*®^^*^ 
our Lord and Saviour, in enjoining the love of enemies and 
the forgiveness of injuries, has prescribed for man a series 
of precepts which are incapable of being carried into 
practice; or of which the practice is to be postponed till 
all shall be persuaded* to act upon them. We cannot doubt 
that they are incumbent upon the Chriri^ian now ; and that 
we have in the prophetic Scriptures the distinct intimation 
of their direct applicarion, not only to individuals, bat to 
natioxis also. 

Ghreat indeed mnst be the change before our fellow- 


{latible with 
precepti of 
Chrut» 
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countrymen generally, and the subjects and citizens of 
other professedly Christian States, are brought to admit 
that all war, defensive as well as offensive, is unlawful for 
the followers of the Ijamb: but how is this change to be 
brought ^bout, unless by faithfulness in word and deed 
on the part of thoge who are already convinced iif their 
consciences, tjiat both the precepts and the example of 
our Lord enjoin an adherence, on the part of his disciples, 
to the principles and the practice of inviolable peace? 
1859. P..E. 

3. As it hath pleased the Lord, by the breaking forth of 
Faithfuliiess glorious liglit of his Gospel, and the shedding 
to*govern- abroad of his Holy Spirit, to gather us to be a 
Prince of people to his praise, and to unite us in love, not 
Peace. another, but to the whole creation 

of God, by subjecting us to the government of his Son, 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, it 
behoveth us to hold forth the ensign of the Lamb of God, 
add, by our patience and peaceable behaviour, to show 
that we walk in obedience to the example and precepts 
of our Lord and Master, who hath commanded us to love 
our enemies, and to do good even to them that hate us. 
Wherefore, we entteat ajll who profess themselves members 
of our i. Society to be faithful to that ancient testimony, 
borne by us ever since we were a people, against bearing 
arms and fighting ; that, by a conduct agreeable to our pro- 
fession, we may demonstrate ourselves to be real followers 
of the Messiah, the peaceable Saviour, of the increase of whose 
go^mment and peace there shall be no end. 1744. P. E. 


We are sorrowfully affected to find that some Friends 
have failed* in the maihCenanee of oor Christian 


testimony against wars and fij^hCings, joining 


stimtM. 


with others to hire substitutes, and, by the pay- 
ment of money, to exempt themselves from personal service 
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in the militia ; a practice inconsistent with our testimony ta 
.the reign of the Prince of Peace. 1760. 

5. We entreat that, when warlike prepu*ations are making, 

Friends be watchful lest any be drawn into loans, Agamat lowwi 
or arming or letting out their shii>s or vessels, or 
otherwise promoting the destruction of the human , ijaratiou©. 
species. And let all be careful not to seek or "accept profit 
by any concern in the pre})arat ions for war. How reproach- 
fully inconsistent would it be, to refuse an active compliance 
with warlike measures, and, at the same time, to enrich our- 
.«5elves by the cofUmerce and other circumstances de^iendent 
on war. 1790. 1798. P. E. 

6. Friends are advised against aiding and assist- Caution 
ing in the conveyance of soldiers, their baggage, 

arms, ammunition or military stores. 1810. 1861. »oldieni. 

7. Our testimony against bearing arms is a testimony for 

the Messiah, of whose reign it is predicted, that 

^Hhe wolf and the lamb shall feed together.” excellency of 

” {>e<kce. 

Most, if not all, people admit the transcendent 
excellency of peace. All who adopt the petition, ^^Thy 
kingdom come,” pray for its universal eHtablishrnent. Some 
people then must begin to fulfil the evangelical iiromise, 
and cease to learn war any more. Now, Friends, seeing 
these things cannot be controverted, how do we long that 
your whole conversation may be as becometh the Gosx>el, It 
is a solemn thing to stand forth to the nation as the advocates 
of imdolable peace; and our testimony loses its efficacy in 
proportion to the watit of consistency in any amongst us. 
We are peculiarly called to let our light shine with clearness, 
on account of the lenitjr shown us by * Government, and 
the readiness of magistrates to affioxd us nil legal relief 
under suffering. We can serve our country in no way 
more availingly, or more acceptably to Him who holds its 
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prosperity at his disposal, than by contributing, all that 
in us lies, to increase the number of meek, humble, self- 
denying Christians. 

Guard against placing your dependence on fleets and 
armies ; be peaceable yourselves, in words and actions, and 
pray to the Father ofe the universe that He would •breathe 
the spirit of Reconciliation into the hearts of his erring and 
emending creatures. 1804. P. E. 1805. P. E. 

8. We hail, as a symptom of the spread of more enlightened 
International views, many instances in later years in which 
wbitration. (iigp^tes between nations have been settled by 
arbitration, and not by recourse to the anti-Christian 
practice of war. May a sense of the wisdom and true policy 
of arbitration increase, until it shall become the ultimate 
rule for the determination of such difierences. And 0 ! 
that all nations professing the name of Christ may be 
brought, by the light of his Spirit, to see that in having 
recourse to arms to settle disputes, and in gratifying the love 
of conquest and power, they give occasion for his holy name 
to be blasphemed by Mahometans and Pagans. 1846. P. E. 

If war is to be prevented, the spirit from which war 
Against the proceeds must be excluded. As with individuals, 
war spirit. gQ ^^h nations, the beginnings of strife must be 
watchfully guarded against. To give occasion of offence or 
jealousy to the governments or to the inhabitants of other 
countries, whether by imputing evil motives, by needless 
alarms of invasion, or by anything approadiing to a hostile 
attitude, is inconsistent alike with Christian duty and with 
true patriotism. May the members uf our religious Society 
be so watchful over their thoughts, their words, and their 
actions, as not only to be themselves preserved from the 
Gontagien of a martial spirit, but to be enabled, by 
example and by precept, do their full part towards 
oountefaeting it. 
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We observe with pain the arrangements extensively made 
in various localities to organize rifle clubs and mfteaub* 
volunteer corps. G-reat is the force of example and voiunSw 
the seductive influence of companionship ; and some 
who, in their moments of serious reflection, would refuse to 
take the life of a single fellow-creature ^ven to save their 
own, may, either through the excitement of emulation or the 
want of moral courage to with»land a sneer, be tempted to 
enter into pursuits the object of which is to acquire, for the 
professed purj^se of national defence, dexterity and certainty 
in the destruction of human life. May our dear young 
Friends have the coiirag(‘ to resist the temj>tation ; and may 
they remember that, if herein they faithfully confess their 
I.iord and Master before men. He will sustain them in the 
hour of trial. 1859. P. E. 


10. The whole life and teaching of our l.*ord and Saviour 
is one continued testimony against the spirit of war. His 
words are not to be annulled by the teachings protect 
of men. We look with serious apprehension “iitSiUrv 
upon the existence and increase of “military centim’ 
centres.” How often do they become also centres of demorali- 


zation and sin ! War, springing from a root of 


War cannot 


bitterness, polluted alike in its origin and in its 
object, poisons everything that comes within its 
influence. The soldier cannot become skilled in 


be cairted 
on upon 
Cbriatian 
{vrincipleii. 


the art of destruction, armaments cannot be raised or kept 
iogetheri battles cannot be fought, multitudes of men cannot 
be slaughtered, and their souls hurried into eternity, upon 
Christian principles. *We entreat all who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ to consider the dishonour to his holy name, 
and the hindrance to the true progress of the Gospel, 
occasioned by the sanction giv«i by its profe.ssots to the 
military system and spirit* 1872. P. E. 
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11. We continue to uphold the testimony, which we believe 
N^^iBhamed ^ ^ Christ Himself, against all war. To , 

5 testimony be ashamed of this testimony would be, in our 
^ judgment, to be ashamed of our Lord. We do 

not believe that He has enjoined what is impracticable, nor 
that there is any release from the obligation to act <mt what 
He has enjoined. In this matter we feel bound to use great 
plainness of speech, and, in the face of all past ^nd present 
discouragements, to assert our belief that a time will su?ely 
come when the wars of our day will be looked ^back upon as 
a barbarism lingering in the midst of assumed civilization 
and professed Christianity. Meanwhile we hold it to be 
true patriotism to do all that in us lies towards averting 
from our beloved country any share in the calamity 'and 
guilt of.war. 1878. P. E. 



CHAPTER ‘X.- 

(Continn^ii.y 

CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY, 


SECTION VI. — SLAVERY AND THi: SLAVE TRADE. 

1. It is the sense of this Meeting that the iinjiorting^ by 
Friends, of negroes from th(*ir native country Slav© trade 
and relations is not a coramcndiible nor allowed - 
practice, and is therefore censured by this Meeting^^ 1727. 

2. We ferv’ently warn all in profession with us that they 
be. careful to avoid being in any way concerned Warning 
in reaping the unrighteous profits arising from 

the iniquitous practice of dealing in negroes and practice, 
other slaves; whereby, in the original purchase, om^ man 
selleth another, as he doth the bea.st that j)erisheth, without 
any better pretensions to a property in him tlian that of 
superior force, in direct violation of the Gosi>el rule which’ 
teacheth all to do as they would be done by and to do good 
unto all ; being the reverse of that covetous disposition which 
fdmisheth encouragement to those poor ignorant |>eople to ' 
perpetuate their savage wars in order to supply th^ demands 
of this most unnatural traffic, whereby great numbers of 
mankind, free by imtute, are subjected tp iis|extricable 
bondage, ^ and which hath often been observed to fill their 
possessors with haughtiness, tyranny, luxuiy, and barbarity, 
eormpting the minds andl debasing the morals of their 
children, to the unspeakable prejtdice of religion and virtue, 
and to the eE^usioh of that holy spirit of univer^ love. 
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meekness and charity, which is the unchangeable nature and 
glory of true Christianity. 1758. P. E. 

We lament the slow progress in this country of the 
]S?ofcdesp«iring®®^'“^® of our fellow-men, the oppressed black 
of final people, but we do not despair of its success : and 
auooess. desirfi FiSends may never suffer the cause to 

c<v)l on their minds, through the delay which the opposition 
of interested men hath occasioned in this work of justice ^d 
mercy ; but rather be animated to consider that, the longer 
the opposition remains^ the more neccbsity th^e is, on^the 
side of righteousness and benevolence, for steadiness, per- 
severance, and continued breathing of spirit to the G-od and 
Father of all, who formed of one blood all the families of 
the earth. 1793. P. E. » 

4. We would express our thankfulness for an event which 
concerns not us only, but incalculable multitudes 
of our fellow-creatures, our fellow-possessors of 
the faculty of reason, our fellow-objects of the 
redemption which comes by Christ. We scarcely 

£xiupur6a 

’ need name the abolition of the slave trade. We 

view it as one t>f the most important acts of public, national 
righteousness which ever dignified the councils of any 
government ; and our minds have been directed in secret 
prayer td^the Almighty Parent of the .universe, that He 
may be pleased to regard this kingdom for good, and direct 
its future councils to such lurther acts of justice and mercy 
as may p^mote Ifiis glory, in^the harmony^ of his rational 
ibreation* 1807. P. K 


5. The Inil for the* aboUtfdn of slavery in the British 
o( colonies, which was before Parliament when we 
last met, has passed Hno a axM cm the first 
d o safat a e a of IConyk, 18S4, slaveiy is to 08^0 in 

ddonies Qteat ftritaim Sc^ pmrisimis are attadmll 
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to thi« Act, the iusertiou of wlileh we regret.' We, at the 
same time, think it right to o:!cpreea oitr gratitude to dod’i 
in that He ban been pleaaed to incline the hearta o&our 
rulers to this act of national justice and mercy^ We lm*k 
hack to the faithful, persevering labours of onr dear Frienda 
ef former days, when, simply following those principles of 
justice and equity wliich the (lou»jH*r enjtfins, they bote tbeir 
testimony to the nnnghteoubne'.^ of man holdhig his felloiw- 
xn|^n in bondage. To the spread of tins vi<*w of tlu^ subject 
we attribute, under Divine Providence, the removal of this 
system of iniquity. It may truly be said to have Iwen 
hasteniHl in the Lord’s time. Huch i\ero the singular provi* 
deuces briuight to bear upon tlie public fetdiug and up<ui the 
Lcgislattirc, that none could point to tin* result as arising 
hx)m their individual efforts; and tlio less(ui was afresh 
scaled on the Christian mind, that the I^ord ruli^th fumuigHt 
the chihlrcn of men. We comiiieiid the moral and religious 
condition of these our long-injured fellow -s\ibje(*tH to tlio 
continued interest of oiu* members. 1H;1L 


6. This Meeting thinks it right to record its thiniklulneHs 
to Almighty God, in that it has pleased Jlini of ncgio 
to crown with buccoss the efforts made for the aepruntic^- 

bhlp. 

extinction of the last remnant of slavery, by 

the tennination of the system of negro appnuitiet^sliip in the 

British colonies. 18*30. 


7. The Bubjeets of the slave-trade and ttf slav^'ry liavc, 
witli much religious weight, fonned a part x^^tmiony 
the .delil>eratian» of tl^is Meeting, during which ^ 
the testimony of our rehgious Society m reganl 
lo them has been afresh set forth in an address slavery, 
which we have thought it jnght to issue at ihb time. It is 
onr prayer that it may pleaee tho Lord, who alone can do it, 

11 . 
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effectually to reach the hearts of all mvohed in these abomina* 
tiOBSy briugiug theiu into fear before Him, and 9 auBing the 
.boti4^ of iniquity to be broken, and righteousness to flow down 
Asa mighty stream. May it consist with His will to hasten 
this day. 1849. 


8. The subject is* so vast, and of such manifold atrocity, 

ThB atrocity think that even the history of the whole 

and guilt of A\orld does not furnish a parallel to its erimje. 

the slave- «r •. . i i 

trade and We dccm it scarcely possible for a man of the 

»i«'Ver> . comprehensive mind fully to pc^sess himself 

of the extent of the evil. The Lord alone doth know, none 

hut the Infinite Mind can comprehend, the individual and the 

aggregate sufferings of those subjected to these enormities. 

God alone can reach the heai*t and awaken the conscience. 

It is our strong desiie — ue speak with reverence and fear 

— it is our prayer, that lie may bring eveiy one to a sense 

of his ovn share m the guilt, and that, ccasmg from his 

iubpiity, the condemnation resting upon the man-stealer 

and upon those who trade in the persons of men may no 

longer attach itsidf to any one hearing the name of a 

Christian; and that the slaveholder, whether he be more 

or less involved in the sin of oppression, may be brought 

to act ill obedience to the law of impartial and uneom- 

promisiug equity, and, without hesitation and without delay, 

restore to immediate and unconditional freedom every slave 

that he holds in bondage. 1849.^ 

* The adtlr«s8 from which the torcgolng la m extract was pveseuled 
by a deputation horn the Yearly Meeting to the yarious governntento tu 
Europe, m the course ol the years 1849~dS. A deputatron of four Pdeads, 
of whom the late Wm. Forster was one, proceedod to the United Btatee In 
summer of 1H58, and presented tibe address to many of tha 
governors; in the course of which visit Wm.Febster died in East XbnnesSSdi 
on tha S7tli of the 1st month, l$d4. The address, with the refK^rto Oit its 
presentation, are pnnted in a little volume of Addieeees and Pspean 
lllilistiative of Christian Prlnoitilo or Testiiiiony, issued by or on behalf ol 
Ihb Yearly Meoting.^^ X^oodon* tm. 
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9. For several years post we have had to deplore the 
existence of a sanguinary conflict in the United 

States, Opposed, as we are, on Christian tor ftb^iitioa ^ 
grounds, both to war and slavery, it is with th© 

feelings of heartfelt thankfulness that we eont^un- 
plate the end, as we trust, of this fearful struggle. It has 
. pleased the Lord to stay the whirl wifld, aiid,iii His overruling 
providence, to bring forth the oppressed front the house^of. 
bondage. We have long K5unpathiK<‘d with our dear brethren 
in America iu their testimony against shiYcry; and have 
deeidy felt fcB* them in the suflcrings and difliculiioa to which 
they have been of late exposed, in connection with the faithful 
maintenance of our testimony against all war. We desire to 
assure them of our warm interest and sympathy iu thoir 
efforts, in co-operatiou with many of their fellow -citizens, on 
belialf of the froedmen, whose position must probably, for 
some years to come, present many claims on thu patient, wise, 
and liberal care of the Christian community. 1805. 

10. A deep concern Yvas laid upon the minds of Friends 

of a past generation for the abolition of tlje Efforts stiU 

slave-trade and slavery. Xu that cause they )avct*««ary for 

. 1 I abolition 

laboured faithfully, and in the end with much throuprhoui 

sncceas. These great evils still prevail on a 

scale of fearful magnitude. The slave-trade on the cast of 

Aflrica appears to be as extendve and as atrocious as that 

which formerly existed on the west coast; and slavery, 

wdth its cruelty and immorality, is yet maintained, both in 

Mohammedan and in some professedly Christian countries. 

We desire that the interest of Friends in the cause of the 

Jbelpleae and oppressed may be maintained, and that they 

may still labour and pray for the removal of these groat 

1875, 
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SECTION VII, — BURIALS AND MOURNING HABITS. 

1, Advised against imitating the vain custom of wearing 

Against or giving mourning, and all extravagant expenses 
mourning , , . 

apparel. ' about the interment of the dead. 1724. 


2. It is advised that women Friends should not be induced, 


Women 
Friends en- 
couraged to 
be present at 
funerals. 


by the desire to imitate prevailing customs or 
otherwise, to refrain from attending the burial 
of their relations, agi*eeably to the practice of 
our worthy predecessors, and as a becoming 


token of respect to the deceased. 1782. 1861. 


3. Our attention has been turned to the pmctice of 

wearing mourning garments on the occasion of 
Mourning , , ^ « , • , ^ . 

apparel the decease of relatives and friends ; and we 

disioouraged. concerned to offer an aftectionate caution 

to our members against this obvious conformity to the 

vain and oppressive customs of the world. It tends to 

occupy the thoughts wuth useless and-' frivolous subjects, 

at a time when it is pectdiarly impoi-tant that nothing 

should interfere with those precious visitations of the love 

of Ood to the soul which often, in an es 2 >eeial manner, 

accompany the aMietivc dispensations of the Most High 
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in the death of our uour connexions, contriting tlie Inmi 
heart, and comforting the true mourner. It is, moreover, 
in many instances a token of a sorrow ntji really* felt } 
and thus includes a departure from that strict truthfulntw^ 
which, in deed as well us iit word, ought ever to mark tlu* 
Christian character. We are also desirous of cauti<»ning our 
friends against those progressive deviations from sinipliciiy 
of dress in other respects, aiid tliat gi*admil assimilaiion 
jpith Ibe world, which we believe ofttui remder it additionally 
difiicult for them to resist its customs in this particular. 
1845. 

4. This Meeting, after serious and deliherale cnnsidem- 
liun of the subject, is of the judgment that our 
eligious Society lias a sound Christian testimony 
to hear against the erection of momnnenls, as 
well as against all inscriptions of a eulogistic character, 
over the graves of their dec'eased friends. Nevertlieless, it 
is of the opinion that it is no violation of such t(‘stimony 
to place over or beside a grave a plain stone, the ins(‘ri[»tion 
on which is cunlined to a simple record of the name, age, 
and date of the decease of the individual interred. The 
object in this instance is sintply to deline the position of the 
grave, with a view to the satisfaction of surviving relatives, 
and the preventing of its premature re-o[»ening. 

Friends are therefon' left at liherly to ndo}d tlie use of 
such stones in any of our burial grounds; it being distinctly 
underste>od that, in all ca.«c;s, they are to h(; put down 
under the direction »>f ilu’ Montldy fleeting : so that, in 
each particular burial ground, such a uniformity may h<? 
presented as may etfectually guard against any rlistinetii»n 
being made in that place la:tweeu the rich and the poor, 
1B50. 1801. 1888. 
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